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Through AOG, [Dr. Samanta] decentralizes the power  to give, 

reminding the world that anyone, anywhere, can be a giver.

Space exploration reminds us of the very qualities that 

made us human. The human appreciation of our shared 

histories, collective knowledge, and future dreams drive 

the essence of neighbourhood empowerment.

Art of Giving (AOG) is a philosophical school, based upon 

some noble properties like giving something with love and 

affection; with care and compassion and above all with 

passion and devotion.

The core pillars of the Art of Giving provide a framework for 

how generosity can be practiced in daily life. The pillars are 

discussed in detail as follows: 1. Selflessness, 2. Empathy, 

3. Sustainability, 4. Inclusivity, 5. Simplicity, 6. Gratitude.

Bringing good to the neighbourhoods, then, within the ambit 

of my discussion is about straddling a balance between what 

must be preserved and discarded in the cities of the future.

Every act of giving sets off a ripple. One kind gesture 

inspires another, creating a chain reaction of compassion 

and connection.

True neighbourhoodness is about more than helping-it’s 

about reclaiming our connection to the community and 

working towards sustainable living.

Good neighbors are the backbone of any lively 

communities, and these neighbors are unsung heroes 

in our everyday lives.

Fostering 'NeighbourGood' is linked to the creation of 

social capital—trust, cooperation, and reciprocity-

which are fundamental elements of a thriving community.

Family is what you have by bloodline. But if that were 

really so, 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' wouldn’t 

have existed, no?
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Founded in 2013 
by Prof. Achyuta Samanta, 
Art of Giving is a humanitarian 
movement engaged in 
spreading peace and 
happiness.

From The 

Chief Editor’s Desk

It gives me immense 

happiness, as we 

e m b a r k  o n  

celebrating the 12th 

Anniversary of the 

“International Day of 

Art of Giving '' on 

1 7 . 0 5 . 2 0 2 5 .  

Simultaneously It 

makes me emotional as I marvel at the idea of “Art of 

Giving'' that came to me as a fledgling sapling like 

epiphany in the year 2013 when I was on a tour to 

Bangaluru. How soon times have passed. This tiny 

sapling like idea has taken deep roots today & has 

grown into a mass social movement worldwide where 

people voluntarily contribute & participate. As I look 

back, I realize that my very Life story is itself a saga of Art 

of Giving. What I am today is because of Art of Giving. 

Just imagine, is it not sheer madness on the part of an 

inexperienced young man without any backing & 

banking support thinking of building world class 

Institutions with a meager US $ 100 in his pocket in the 

early nineties in a state like Odisha. I am a person who 

humbly believes in the power of destiny & God. It is The 

Almighty Lord Who has made this impossible project, 

possible today. I am just a mere Instrument in His loving 

sacred hands. KIIT & KISS are the blessings of the ever 

merciful God, The Universal Giver.  But of course this 

arduous & challenging journey of building the 

Institutions brick by brick that I & my team chose to 

undertake was never easy & many a times pushed us to 

the brink & time & again left us with multiple setbacks, 

tears, tribulations, helplessness & hopelessness. Despite 

all these we kept on working tenaciously with grit & the 

result is for everyone to see today. KIIT, KISS & KIMS have 

today transformed the professional education, tribal 

upliftment & affordable modern healthcare landscape 

in Odisha, generated direct/indirect employment for 

about two lacs people, created a city within a city & 

have hugely contributed to the state's GDP. What 

appears effortless today is in reality, the result of years of 

relentless struggle, driven by compassion & 

commitment for my fellow men & women. 

However, all these would not have become possible 

without the handholding, fellow feeling & support of our 

well wishers & neighbours. Even at the moments of utter 

despair, when everything seemed lost & I struggled with 

hopelessness, the compassion, material/financial 

support of people who love me & my work kept me 

going, inspiring me to fight the odds & overcome the 

most challenging phases of my life. 

Hence, it came to my mind; why not celebrate this 12th 

edition of the “International Day of Art of Giving '', being 

dedicated to our neighbours. As we all know, 

fundamentally Art of Giving is a philosophy of life to 

spread peace and happiness. It teaches human beings 

to attain the state of being humane. Hence we coined 

the theme, “Neighbourgood-bringing good to the 

Neighbourhood.” The theme encourages all the fans & 

followers of Art of Giving to help each other in need 

beyond this day and whenever possible and needed, 

thus building a sustainable neighbourhood-caring for 

each other, the spaces around and nurture a culture of 

symbiotic living. The core issue is to improve 

connectivity amidst the community in this digitized 

world as the fundamental of life just as we need air, 

water and food to survive. 

The practioners of Art of Giving can celebrate/observe 

17th May or its eve/whole week with their immediate 

neighbours by sharing meals, caring for the needy, 

spending quality time, merry making, sharing gifts & 

observing cleanliness drive in the neighbourhood. 

The World is one big neighbourhood & the theme 

spreads the message of peace, fellow feeling & one 

planet & one future concept of वसुधैव कुटुम्बकम्-

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam   around the globe. The 

current Annual May-2025 issue of the Art of Giving 

magazine gives credence to this message with articles 

from writers from cross section of society like 

spiritualists, academicians & students.

It is worthwhile to mention that the AOG Community 

carried a successful social Media Campaign from 

17/03/2025 to 17/05/2025 on the eve of the celebration of 

the 12th edition to spread the message of Art of Giving. 

The selected clippings of the postings are incorporated 

in the Magazine.

So let us all be part of this Grand Festival of Art of Giving 

in this summer & take delight in bringing good to the 

Neighbourhood. 

I extend my good wishes to all the volunteers, fans & 

followers for making the Celebration a success & wish 

Happy Reading to my dear Readers.  

(Achyuta	Samanta)
Founder,	Art	of	Giving,	KIIT,	KISS	&	KIMS
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Art of Giving: A Culture 
of Compassion, 
Rekindled through 
‘Neighborhood’

n an increasingly individualistic world, 

Iwhere the race for personal success often 

eclipses community welfare, the need for 

a philosophy that rekindles compassion is 

more vital than ever. One such philosophy, 

deeply rooted in Indian ethos yet powerfully 

global in its vision is Art of Giving, a social 

movement founded by Dr. Achyuta 

S a m a n t a ,  r e n o w n e d  e d u c a t i o n i s t ,  

phi lanthropist ,  and ex-member  of  

Parliament. This initiative, built on the simple 

yet transformative idea of giving without 

expectations, has steadily evolved into a 

global movement, influencing hearts and 

communities across continents.

Since its inception in 2013, Art of Giving (AOG) 

has sought to instill a culture of empathy and 

selfless giving. What began as a local effort 

in Odisha has inspired millions in more than 

100 countries, spreading the message that 

every act of kindness, no matter how small, 

can have a ripple effect. AOG transcends 

material donations. It encourages the 

sharing of time, knowledge, compassion, 

and opportunit ies.  This philosophy, 

grounded in the "Philosophy of Life", envisions 

a harmonious world where giving becomes 

a way of living.

Each year, AOG celebrates its Foundation 

Day on May 17th, dedicating the occasion to 

a  s p e c i f i c  t h e m e  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  

contemporary social realities. The 2025 

theme, “Neighbourgood: Bringing Good to 

the Neighbourhood,” is a natural and timely 

evolution of the movement's message. As 

urbanization grows and neighbourhoods 

become increasingly anonymous and 

disconnected, this theme calls on individuals 

to look closer at the people, places, and 

problems right next to them.

“Neighbourgood” is more than a play on 

Dr. Pratapsinh K. Desai

words, it's a powerful reminder that charity 

and compassion don't need to travel far. 

They can begin at home, on our streets, and 

in our communities. The initiative urges 

citizens to actively engage in building trust 

and so l idar i ty  in  the i r  immediate  

environments. Be it by checking on an elderly 

neighbour, organizing local cleanliness 

drives, teaching underprivileged children, or 

simply listening to someone's problems, 

every act counts.

The 2025 campaign focuses on micro-

impact with macro-vision. Community-

based initiatives are being encouraged 

through schools, colleges, resident welfare 

associations, corporate, and social 

organizations. With a decentralized model of 

celebration, events across India and other 

countries are being held under the common 

banner of Neighbourgood, but customized 

to local needs; from slum feeding programs 

in Bhubaneswar to mental health support 

camps in Delhi, to cultural exchange meets 

in Germany.

Dr. Samanta's l ife itself is a l iving 

embodiment of the Art of Giving. Orphaned 

at a young age and raised in abject poverty, 

he transformed personal adversity into 

boundless empathy. His founding of KIIT and 

KISS, two globally recognized institutions that 

provide world-class education and 

upliftment to tribal and marginalized 

children—stands testament to the real-life 

impact of giving. But through AOG, he 

decentralizes the power to give, reminding 

the world that anyone, anywhere, can be a 

giver. In today's digitally connected yet 

emotionally isolated world, AOG's emphasis 

on emotional intelligence and grassroots 

engagement is refreshing. It offers a 

counter-narrative to consumerist culture by 

promoting human capital, the value of love, 

time, and care. The 2025 Neighbourgood 

campaign bridges the personal and the 

col lect ive,  offer ing a template for  

sustainable social harmony.

As India steps into a new era of growth and 

global leadership, civil society movements 

like the Art of Giving become essential 

partners in nation-building. They fill the gaps 

that policy and economics often leave 

behind, reminding us that real progress is 

not just measured by GDP, but by gross 

domestic compassion.

 Dr. Samanta's vision through the Art of Giving 

is not about grand gestures. It's about the 

small, consistent acts of kindness that 

redefine human relationships. In a world 

fractured by conflicts, climate change, and 

social inequality, the 2025 theme of 

Neighbourgood offers a roadmap for 

resilience, by building strong, kind, and 

inclusive neighbourhoods.

###
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spacecraft crossing into interstellar space 

with a literal Golden record of humanity’s 

diversity and culture become collective 

human victories, not merely that of a single 

nation. These moon-shot ideas that become 

daring missions that carry humanity beyond 

our sectarian affiliations to regional or 

national identities, instead exhibiting a 

planetary sense of neighbourhood. Of 

course, beyond the moral and spiritual 

upliftment offered by such an approach 

toward symbolic unity, the practical benefits 

of such a global neighbourhood are 

manifold. For example, the International 

Space Station (ISS) that was home to Sunita 

and Butch for almost a year is a prime 

example of human ingenuity and innovation 

across boundaries. Developed as a result of 

collaboration between Canada, Japan, the 

Russian Federation, the United States, and 

eleven Member States of the European 

Space Agency, the ISS has been continually 

inhabited by humans for the last 24 years, 

with 269 astronauts from 21 countries having 

visited the space station till date. 

The practical benefits of this global space 

community have extended far beyond into 

improving our terrestrial neighbourhoods. 

The ISS has hosted over 3,300 experiments, 

yielding innovations such as X-ray 

technologies originally developed for space 

telescopes that now enhance medical 

imaging devices in hospitals worldwide. 

Experiments conducted in microgravity 

have led to Protein crystal growth have 

translated into improved medicines, cancer 

treatments, and artificial blood products, 

saving the lives of millions across the globe. 

In addition, environmental monitoring from 

space helps urban planners reduce heat 

absorption in cities, assists in fire prevention, 

and enables farmers to irrigate fields more 

efficiently—all practical improvements to 

neighbourhoods everywhere.These global 

benefits of space exploration inspire India's 

own ambitious journey skyward,  as our 

country prepares to become only the third 

country to have their own space station—the 

Bharatiya Antariksh Station (BAS-1). 

Our country’s stellar progress in space 

exploration represented through the 

success of the Chandrayaan missions and 

the upcoming Gaganyaan initiative (Indian 

crewed orbital spacecraft ) also promises 

educational opportunities for student 

communities that will cross boundaries. The 

complex problems of space travel will 

potentially inspire young people in careers 

that not only focus on the technological 

facets of innovation but indeed allow them 

to understand how the real "wicked 

problems" facing humanity cannot be 

so lved by  un i tary  methodological  

approaches or disciplinary silos. 

Perhaps most profoundly, space exploration 

reminds us of the very qualities that make us 

human. The human appreciation of our 

shared histories, collective knowledge, and 

future dreams drive the essence of 
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hen Sunita Williams and Butch 

WWillmore splashed down in the 

ocean off the coast of Florida on 

M a r c h  1 8 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  c o n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  

unexpectedly extended 286-day journey in 

space, they did more than just return home. 

Through their extraordinary journey, these 

astronauts offered us a profound reminder: 

that even as algorithmic networks seemingly 

shrink our world, humanity's true strength 

emerges from our capacity to build 

authentic community. In space, the artificial 

boundaries we construct—divisions of race, 

c l a s s ,  g e n d e r ,  e t h n i c i t y ,  a n d  

religion—dissolve into insignificance against 

the vast cosmic backdrop. What remains is 

the shared revelation of Earth as our 

collective home, a single, precious address 

in an immense cosmic neighbourhood. Even 

for the billions of terrestrial inhabitants on 

Planet Earth, who unlike space-faring 

astronauts, cannot have their worldviews 

profoundly altered by the overview effect 

during one transformative moment, this 

shared realisation of human insignificance 

in an immutable universe inspires awe. It 

fundamentally reshapes our understanding 

of human connection, demonstrating that 

our individual differences, while socially 

important and culturally meaningful, pale in 

comparison to our shared collective destiny 

as inhabitants of this remarkable "pale blue 

dot" suspended in the darkness of space.

This sense of a collective “neighbourgood”, 

where neighbourhoods are vessels and 

catalysts for societal cohesiveness, 

becomes most visible during moments of 

crisis and triumph for human kind. When our 

astronauts face danger, people worldwide 

experience shared concern regardless of 

narrow ethnic or national boundaries. 

Similarly, achievements like the Voyager 

Beyond Boundaries: 
Exploring Visions 
of a Global 
'Neighbourgood’

Dr. Dibyadyuti Roy
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neighbourhood empowerment, which lies 

invested not just in shared geography but in 

shared purpose. Indeed in this age of 

modern Artificial Intelligence where neural 

network-driven deep learning systems 

promise tremendous transformation while 

also embodying  the pitfalls of data-driven 

bias, there is an increasing need for 

community-driven humanistic inquiry. 

In our contemporary world as the uneven 

infrastructures of global information 

networks carry forward the troubling 

legacies of colonialism, there is a pressing 

need to acknowledge and amplify the needs 

of the low-resolution citizens who are often 

left behind in our productivity-driven 

narratives of progress. What we need more 

than ever are empathetic individuals who 

locate development in inclusivity and 

provide promise of "a world that has not 

been broken up into fragments by narrow 

domestic walls”

Particularly, institutions like the Kalinga 

I n s t i t u t e  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  

(K I IT) , founded by noted humanist ,  

educationist & philanthropist Prof. Achyutaa 

Samanta, a visionary par excellence that 

have established themselves as trailblazers 

in promoting academic excellence through 

their concerted emphasis on community 

o u t r e a c h  a n d  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  

exemplifying Education for Sustainable 

Development. KIIT's approach mapped 

across its various institutions and most 

recently instantiated in the KIIT School of 

Liberal Studies is uniquely positioned for 

incubating students who develop into true 

global citizens, equipped with both 

knowledge and social responsibility. 

In preparing individuals who are poised to 

address the diverse challenges of our 

current polycrisis world—where multiple 

economic, environmental, social, and 

political crises intersect and compound 

each other, KIIT's vision demonstrates how 

higher education can simultaneously 

pursue academic rigor while instilling values 

that  br ing good to  the p lanetary  

neighbourhood.
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###

Next door Neighbour 

is your Best Protector; 

a Philosophical Stream 

of the School of “AOG”

Prof. Harekrishna Satapathy

The concept and culture of joint family in the 

contemporary society is getting demolished 

very fast due to various reasons. This has 

resulted in pressurizing a grown up individual 

member of the family to get isolated from his 

kith and kin and search for a separate habitat 

having the capacity of accommodating 

maximum three to four persons including one 

or two children preferably in a separate place. 

The new individual residential unit, because 

of the separation from its joint family culture, 

not only develops a deep sense of isolation; 

but also promotes a sense of disrespect 

towards his own old family members for 

different reasons. Besides, almost all the 

educated members of a joint family, after 

getting a job in a place far away from his 

country home, are getting circumstanced to 

develop a separate independent habitat 

nearer to their work-place, even if he or she 

has potential respect and co-operative 

attitude towards his or her own kith and kin. 

Anyway, both the ways have compelled a 

grown up individual to choose a separate 

place, away from his own friends and family 

members, for his stay and survival. The 

eternal truth is that it is very difficult to survive 

in isolation; where the world has been broken 

up into fragments by narrow domestic walls. 

A society or an individual survives in 

collaboration; not in isolation. A collaborative 

culture, where mutual brotherhood and 

understanding becomes essential, is very 

much necessary for a secured and joyful 

surv iva l .  Hence ,  the  phi losophy of  

neighborhood, that constitutes the root of a 

broad culture i.e. “ ” or “ world वसुधैव कुटुम्बकम्

is home ” is the only answer to this 

contemporary crisis.

Concept of neighborhood is a divine 

arrangement, based on natural love, 

affection and respect and meant to create an 

atmosphere of mutual brotherhood and 

comfortable living through mutual co-

operation. To develop a good neighborhood 

depends upon various factors out of which 

the prime one is “   ”, that ददाति & प्रतिगृह

means "give and take". What to give" ?
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The philosophy of "Art of Giving" (AOG) comes 

to our rescue. Philosophically, giving and taking 

are of same meaning and both the words are 

complimentary and supplementary to each 

other. No doubt, giving means to give, to share, 

to care, to offer or donate and the component 

to be given may be tangible or intangible. 

Similarly, the question of taking doesn't arise, 

unless and until one does not get initiated with 

the philosophy of art of giving or in other words, 

one doesn't intend to give . Art of Giving (AOG) 

is a philosophical school, based upon some 

noble properties like giving something with 

love and affection; with care and compassion 

and above all with passion and perfection. This 

something, as mentioned above, means both 

tangible and intangible. Here both the forms 

are included in the school of Art of Giving. Here 

giving a tangible or physical component can 

not make the “Art of Giving” complete; but it 

requires to give that material component with 

some intangible divine properties like passion 

and compassion; love and affection and 

above all with purity and sanctity.

“Art of Giving”, a philosophical doctrine that 

helps and encourages an individual to live with 

comfort and happiness,  is a unique 

contribution to the domain of Indian culture. It 

is unique because the propounder and 

promoter of this philosophical school is a 

scientist turned philosopher; having a heart 

with full of compassion and a mind with full of 

devotion and dedication. He is none other than 

Professor Dr. Achyuta Samanta, the founder of 

three world-ranking educational Institutes like 

(i) Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, (ii) 

Kalinga Institute of Medical Sciences and (III) 

Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (exclusively 

meant for the poor and downtrodden 

belonging to various tribal communities of the 

country) Truly speaking, these three ever rising 

extraordinary academic Institutions could not 

have seen the light of the day, had the founder 

of these Institutions, Professor Samanta not 

conceptualized and practiced this philosophy 

of Art of Giving. Through this philosophy, he 

wants to create a paradise on the earth, where 

the mind is without fear and head is held high; 

where a compassionate heart and passionate 

mind cries for a suppressed and oppressed 

individual of the society.

As a glaring example of giving both tangible 

and intangible components to all irrespective 

of their position and social status, Professor 

Samanta, has given a clarion call, while 

launching the current year's theme on 

neighborhood, to give both tangible and 

intangible lovely components to their 

neighbors; so that they can be our best 

protectors at a time when we face a crisis of 

isolation. A true neighbor, with whom we have 

developed a good relation founded on mutual 

love, fellow-feeling and brother-hood is, 

indeed, a friend in need; a guide in crisis and a 

Guru in darkness. He becomes a real substitute 

of our original family members away from us 

mainly due to circumstantial compulsions. A 

properly developed neighbor can become our 

father, brother, sister, friend, philosopher and 

what not at time of need. As a result, we can not 

only eradicate our depression of isolation; but 

also lead a comfortable and Joyful life. Hence, 

a next door neighbor is our best protector, a 

philosophical stream of AOG, based on mutual 

collaboration from all angles. Let's resolve to 

give not only on one day, the day on which we 

are celebrating "Art of Giving"; but during the 

entire life by nourishing our neighbors with love 

and affection. In response; he or she will never 

forget to be with us more intimately in days to 

come to address our isolation affectively.
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###

Pillars of 

the Art of Giving

Founder, Art of Giving

Prof. Achyuta Samanta

he Art of Giving is a way of life that 

Textends beyond charity. It is a 

philosophy rooted in selflessness, 

empathy, and sustainable impact. From 

ancient scriptures to modern humanitarian 

efforts, giving has been recognized as a 

means to create joy, build communities, and 

bring about meaningful change. The core 

pillars of the Art of Giving provide a 

framework for how generosity can be 

practiced in daily life. The pillars are 

discussed in detail as follows.

1. Selflessness: Giving Without Expectation

T h e  e s s e n c e  o f  g i v i n g  l i e s  i n  

selflessness—offering without expecting 

anything in return. This principle is evident in 

religious traditions like daan in Hinduism, 

zakat in Islam, and tithe in Christianity, all of 

which emphasize giving as a sacred duty. 

True generosity stems from a heart that finds 

fulfillment in seeing others prosper.

2. Empathy: Understanding the Needs of 

Others

Empathy is the foundation of meaningful 

giving. It allows individuals to connect with 

others' struggles and respond in a way that 

respects their dignity. My journey exemplifies 

this—my childhood hardships shaped my 

commitment to providing free education for 

marginalized children. Giving, when rooted in 

empathy, goes beyond transactions and 

fosters human connection.

3. Sustainability: Creating Long-term 

Impact

Sustainable giving ensures that support 

leads to long-term transformation rather 

than dependency. This can be achieved 
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through education, vocational training, and 

healthcare initiatives. Instead of short-term 

aid, sustainable giving equips individuals 

with tools to build better futures, turning 

recipients into future givers.

4. Inclusivity: Giving Without Barriers

True giving knows no boundaries of caste, 

religion, gender, or socio-economic status. 

The Art of Giving philosophy encourages 

generosity that transcends differences, 

fostering unity and shared prosperity. 

Inclusivity ensures that kindness reaches 

those who need it most, regardless of their 

background.

5. Simplicity: Giving as a Way of Life

Giving is not limited to grand gestures or 

f inancial  donations.  Smal l  acts of  

kindness—offering a smile, lending a helping 

hand, or sharing knowledge—hold immense 

value. The Art of Giving is about integrating 

generosity into daily life, making kindness an 

instinct rather than an obligation.

6. Gratitude: The Giver Also Receives

One of the most profound realizations about 

giving is that it enriches the giver. Studies 

show that acts of kindness reduce stress, 

improve mental health, and create a sense 

of fulfillment. The joy of seeing someone 

benefit from generosity creates a cycle of 

happiness that comes back to the giver in 

multiple times. 

So let's practice Art of Giving & enrich our 

lives & that of others. 

###
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Introduction

“….But how have I managed to arrive where 

you say, when I was in another city, far far 

away from Cecilia, and I have not yet left it?” 

 “The places have mingled,” the goatherd 

said. “Cecilia is everywhere. Here, once upon 

a time, there must have been the Meadow of 

the Low Sage. My goats recognise the grass 

on the traffic island”

Invisible Cities, p.138

n this evocative conversation between 

Ithe traveler and the goatherd in Calvino's 

1972 novel, one may replace Cecilia with 

the ever-growing City that spreads across 

landscapes and disparate terrains. It 

gradually obliterates the distinction 

between places, as over time, grasslands 

diminish to green patches on the traffic 

islands. The city does not merely grow; it 

stealthily devours the memory of erstwhile 

places in its unceasing, endless expansion. 

Here, this urban imaginary extends to the 

vanishing neighbourhoods and suburbs 

w h i c h  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  m a s s i v e  

transformations in their physical boundaries 

and cultural identity, concomitant to the new 

wave of urbanization and gentrification in 

post-liberalized India. To delimit our 

discussion, I'll focus on the impact of such 

c h a n g e s  o n  K o l k a t a ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  

neighbourhoods (paras) to interrogate the 

fraught relationship between the affective, 

social and the spatial in interpreting the past. 

In my article, reimagining the para-scape in 

the contemporary urban environment is also 

about reconciling two anachronistic ethos 

whose rhythms differ vastly—the modern 

mega polis that is ever anxious to “catch up 

with the times” is ceaseless in its movement 

without fursat (leisure/respite), while the old 

A Requiem for Lost Paras: 
Reviving Kolkata's 
Disappearing 
Neighbourhoods

Prof. Anuparna Mukherjee



11 12

paras, gradually reclining in the backdrop, 

love their bhat ghooms (afternoon nap) in 

sultry afternoons when cosseted by the 

breeze from River Hooghly. 

The Urban Makeover 

In the last few decades, the development of 

new satellite towns and the flattening of the 

metropolitan landscape led to the erosion of 

the old neighbourhood communities and 

their character. The “urban” became an 

overarching term that subsumes all the 

“intrinsic differences of the metropolis” 

(Raban, 50) under a singular identity; 

differences which acknowledge that the 

social life of a neighbourhood could be 

markedly distinct from another; or that the 

small-town and suburban experiences must 

be differentiated from “metropolises of their 

respective region” (Jha 7). Looking at the 

historical and cultural bearings of 

neighbourhoods in the lives of the denizens 

amidst their sweeping transformation and 

overhaul, I wish to highlight these place-

specific narratives that are obscured by a 

monolithic urban discourse which fails to 

recognize that a city's singularity is 

constituted by its plural histories and 

contradictory inheritances. Going back to 

the formative years of Kolkata in colonial 

times, the neighbourhoods played a crucial 

role in organizing the urban space and had 

acquired a panoply of meanings—from an 

administrative category, a geographical 

sub-unit of the city, and a micro-community 

to a broad reference to suburbs and 

townships—in public deliberations. 

Kolkata's Neighbourhoods 

Studying the brief history of Kolkata's 

neighbourhoods, one observes that the 

former administrative capital of British India 

was segregated along racial lines like other 

colonial cities. By the end of the eighteenth-

century, several British settlements had 

developed around the New Fort William, 

constructed by Robert Clive after the victory 

in the fields of Plassey. The neighbourhood 

earned the appellation 'the White Town' or 

'Saheb Tola' in the urban repertoire to 

contrast it with its larger 'native' counterpart 

in the north, with the Armenian and the Indo-

Portuguese quarters tentatively separating 

t h e  t w o  w i n g s  o f  t h e  c i t y .   T h e  

“neighbourhoods” in the “White Town, both 

imagined and real, were much advertised in 

British handbooks, maps, almanacs, 

painting and lithographs, and constituted 

the core of what was touted as the city of 

palaces. However, besides the regal public 

buildings of the Empire or a handful of 

E u r o p e a n  h o m e s t e a d s  w i t h  n o b l e  

esplanades in the White Town, the city's 

eclectic culture dwelled in the somnolent by 

lanes and chaotic backstreets of the 'Black 

Town' which was divided into discrete 

neighbourhoods, each defined by its 

predominant profession: Sankhari Tola 

(Sankhari or conch-shell makers;), Kumor 

Tuli (Kumor are the artisans who work with 

clay), Kolu Tola (kolu: who extracts oil from 

the seeds) Jeliya Para (jeliya: fishermen) 
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and so on. Also, there are streets named after 

people who particularly excelled in their 

professions, such as Miajan Ostagar Lane 

(ostagar: a Persian title for a master artisan 

or tailor) or Chaku Khansama Lane 

(khansama: a butler or a table servant). 

These demotic and vernacular place names 

kept alive in public memory the numerous 

professions through which the lower rung of 

the urban society, otherwise peripheralised 

and rendered invisible, served the city. In old 

Kolkata and its suburbs, aphoristic verses 

that were widely in circulation would 

signpost the defining features of each of the 

native neighbourhoods:

Moira, Mudi kolakar/ Ei tin niye Bag-bazar

(The sweet-seller, confectioner, 

performer/with these three stands 

Bagbazar)

Jahaj kuli chitegur/Ei tin niye Khidirpur

(Ships, potters, & jaggery so fine/with the trio, 

Khidirpur shines)

Further, the localities in the North that were 

considered the 'other' of the White 

neighbourhoods by the 'Little Londoners' 

exhibited some of the most interesting 

examples of cultural assimilation and 

appropriation in their architecture to 

everyday spatial practices. The different 

memories that seeped into the built 

e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  

architecture found a vibrant expression, for 

instance, in the houses of native landlords in 

Bagbazar, Chitpur, and Sovabazar, know as 

the Bonedi Baris (or the houses of the 

aristocrats) in popular parlance. These 

grand ancestral mansions of the elites and 

other houses dating back to the colonial era 

displayed a curious mélange of European 

sty les  wi th  def in i te  a l terat ions  or  

modifications by borrowing from the North 

Indian Hindu architecture of Rajasthan and 

even incorporating motifs from the Egyptian 

and Indo-Saracenic traditions. Likewise, the 

more recent neighbourhoods, such as 

Ballygunge of Hindustan Park in South 

Kolkata, home to the city's nouveau-riche, 

professionals, and the new bourgeoisie, 

adapted a more progressive outlook and 

even experimented with contemporary 

styles such as the Art Deco with local 

touches. In the twentieth-century, these 

neighbourhoods or paras, as they were 

called, became distinctly associated with 

clubs and their cultural activities, which 

became significant expressions of Kolkata's 

urban modernity and anti-colonial struggle. 

While some clubs excelled in sports, the 

others were known for their patronage of 

music, theatre and the fine arts. The much-

debated practice of Adda, a form of urban 

commensality through leisurely, informal 

conversation with friends on politics, sports, 

entertainment or philosophy, was a product 

of the touted para culture, which was equally 

responsible for political activism and, 

subsequently, the expanding reach of Left 

politics in Bengal. The paras, or historic 
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v i c i n a g e s ,  w e r e  t h u s  m o r e  t h a n  

administrative divisions or residential units. 

E v e n  b e y o n d  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  

n e i g h b o u r h o o d s ,  k n o w n  b y  t h e i r  

predominant occupational affinities—the 

cinema-para, boi-para (the neighbourhood 

of books), college-para, Office-para, 

etc—each para, with its unique political and 

cultural dynamics, was at the centre of a 

close-knit community in Kolkata. 

“Bringing Good to the Neighbourhood”: 

Reviving the Lost Communities of Kolkata

In the last thirty years, the neighbourhoods 

have started changing their character. 

Connecting our discussion of Kolkata's 

disappearing paras to the importance of 

“bringing good to the neighbourhood” 

underscores the immediate need to 

reimagine para culture within the 

contemporary paradigms on heritage, 

sustainability and the preservation of living 

history of the urban communities. In 

revitalizing the city's past, nostalgia 

becomes a productive force in reshaping 

the affective landscape of yesteryears by 

mediating between memory, desire and 

creative imagination. However, the question 

o f  n o s t a l g i a ,  h e r i t a g e  a n d  u r b a n  

transformation must be approached with 

caution, as Alkan and Maksudyan warn us in 

the Introduction to their book, Urban 

Neighbourhood Formations, positing that 

neighbourhoods are contested spaces with 

embattled histories of discrimination, 

violence and inequalities: “Neighbourhood 

as an intimate place with blurred yet shared 

boundaries in the mental-maps of its 

residents is home to conflicts over space 

and time…Historically as much as recently, 

neighbourhoods have been the loci of 

resistance and political dissidence, but also 

coexistence of potentially hostile groups”(1). 

Contradict ions l ie  at  the heart  of  

neighbourhood formation. Thus, heritage 

and modernization should not be seen as a 

binary or a competing force, but rather as 

coevolving elements negotiating between 

historical accountability and present needs. 

On the one hand, the new urban makeover 

led to the gradual waning of ghettoisation 

and caste based segregation in the city, 

w h i c h  l o n g  d e m a r c a t e d  u r b a n  

neighbourhoods as Muchi-para (Cobblers' 

Neighbourhood), Myathor-para (the 

neighbourhood of sweepers), refugee-

para/colony along century-old hierarchies 

and systemic discrimination; On the other, 

this process led to the decline of the paras 

and the fabric of close-knit communities. 

The proliferation of high-rise apartments in 

gated zones and malls, denuding older 

structures—buildings, traditional shopping 

districts, open recreational spaces, clubs, 

para tea-shops, canteens, and rawks 

(porticos or semi-public verandahs/sitting 

spaces just outside the main door of the old 

houses, especially in North Kolkata) that 

served as informal meeting points for 

gatherings and addas—reinforce exclusivity 

and alienation by limiting access or 
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participation. Catering to the exigencies of 

time, the rapid spread of standardized 

department stores, marts and food chains 

substituting the local flavours in the iconic 

para dokan (local grocery shops and 

n e i g h b o u r h o o d  r e s t a u r a n t s )  w i t h  

McDonaldization of the urban culture have 

vastly homogenized the neighbourhoods. 

They lost their identifiable character 

embodied in the everyday spatial forms and 

practices of dwellers. Other socio-economic 

factors like the steady migration of the youth 

to other places have equally changed the 

face of the paras. Some of the historic 

neighbourhoods of Kolkata, such as the 

Chine Para (the Chinese neighbourhood) or 

Anglo-Indian Para in Bowbazar, which were 

integral to the city 's colonial  and 

postcolonial urbanscape, are on the verge of 

disappearance with their centuries-old 

histories due to the steady shrinking of 

population. 

Bringing good to the neighbourhoods, then, 

within the ambit of my discussion is about 

straddling a balance between what must be 

preserved and discarded in the cities of the 

future. It is ensconced in the debates about 

“absenting and presencing (Macdonald 

2013; Salemink 2016)”, overconsumption and 

c o m m o d i f i c a t i o n  v e r s u s  c u l t u r a l  

sustainability and well-being, repetition 

versus singularity, and gentrification versus 

subaltern memories that underwrite the 

dominant discourses of the neighbourhood. 

While dismantling the caste-and-kinship 

based segregation, para-factionalism, and 

greater intermingling of the population is a 

move in the right direction, preserving the 

cultural identity of historic neighbourhoods 

recognizes the city's layered modernity by 

creating a vibrant synergy between the city's 

multiple pasts. Such mnemonic practices 

through acts of preservation, narrativisation 

and reinscriptions of local, vernacular or 

micro histories in the present can adopt 

different sustainable forms. Organizing 

immersive walks in the neighbourhoods can 

raise community awareness by offering a 

sensory and embodied engagement with 

the spatial environment, urban planning 

and quotidian habits of the inhabitants. 

Simultaneously, creating community 

murals, deploying historical markers to 

important buildings, and developing 

comprehensive/interactive neighbourhood 

maps along with spaces for dialogue and 

'contemplation' could effectively sensitize 

the residents and outsiders. The adaptive 

reuse of historic buildings and cultural 

landmarks in the neighbourhood forges 

community belonging. However, harnessing 

positive community changes is also about 

supporting a robust infrastructure that can 

nurture local businesses and para shops. 

Promoting economic resil ience and 

integrating systemically disadvantaged 

groups in the new neighbourhood 

development (which must be decoupled 

from gentrification) plans on the ground 

become essential in keeping the vitality of a 

community alive. Ultimately, framing 
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neighbourhood histories to build inclusive 

sustainable heritage-scapes that empower 

their  denizens,  locates how urban 

conservation could be merged with local 

narratives by delving into the contested 

memories and “shared values” in people 

and their living traditions, language and 

d ia lect ,  vernacular  pract ices  and 

multifarious cultural exchanges that define 

our identity and continuity across time.
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###

Imagining a 
Neighbourhood of 
Kindness and 
Connection

magine living in a neighbourhood where 

Ievery road, every corner, every house, and 

every workplace feels familiar and aligned 

with your passions—a place that's not just 

where you live, but an extension of your home, 

your family, and your personality. In a world 

where neighbourhoods are increasingly 

becoming anonymous, this vision isn't just a 

creative notion; it's a powerful idea that 

inspires us to reclaim and redesign our social 

spaces with a spirit of reciprocity and 

meaningful connection.

Neighbourhoods are where we live, work, and 

foster a sense of belonging. They reflect our 

relationships and how sincerely we socialize 

and care for one another. A truly fulfilling 

community life mirrors the quality of our 

relationships with those around us. The 

intention to give, share, and nurture forms the 

foundation of community living, creating an 

environment that positively impacts our 

health, well-being, and sense of purpose.

There's a saying I once heard: 'When you give, 

it never goes unreturned. Maybe not directly, 

maybe not from the same person—but it 

comes back, surely.' In today's world, where 

giving is often transactional, selfless 

acts—like helping someone in need, 

appreciat ing cooperat ion ,  showing 

compassion, or even offering a simple smile 

of  acknowledgment—are incredibly  

valuable.

The quintessential movement, “The Art of 

Giving”, is all about creating an unconditional 

and sustainable abundance of love, peace, 

happiness, and contentment for others 

through gestures of kindness and generosity. 

Founded by Dr. Achyuta Samanta on 17 May 

2013, it emphasizes that the key to true peace 

and happiness lies in unlocking the spirit of 

giving within each individual. The beauty of 

giving lies in its transformative power—it 

Dr. Prashanta Ku. Routray
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changes both the receiver and the giver. 

While it may seem that the receiver gains 

more, the giver is deeply enriched with inner 

peace, fulfilment, and a sense of purpose that 

no material possession can ever match.

When giving becomes part of a community's 

culture, it creates something extraordinary. A 

neighbourhood begins to feel like home. 

Kindness spreads like a cherished family 

tradition. People genuinely wish to see each 

other thrive—offering help with open hands 

and open hearts. Such communities are built 

on trust and support, where “we” matters 

more than “me,”and the true wealth lies in 

how deeply we connect with each other. 

While we often wonder what to offer our 

neighbours, have we truly considered our 

greatest gift? It is our humanity. Being good 

human beings automatically makes us good 

neighbours and responsible citizens. Helping 

others should not stem from a sense of 

obligation but form an innate sense of 

responsibility. This is the essence of the 'Art of 

Giving.'

When we cultivate universal values—love, 

compassion, respect, integrity, gratitude, and 

humility - we lay the foundation for strong, 

harmonious neighbourhoods. These values 

are not abstract; they are practical tools for 

creating genuine human connections.

In every community, there are people whose 

lives often go unnoticed. Though they may 

seem insignificant, they are quietly 

facilitating our daily lives. Being a good 

neighbour means acknowledging their 

existence and treating them with kindness 

and dignity. Kindness lies at the heart of the 

'Art of Giving'—it is the key to resolving 

interpersonal and social conflicts.

By embracing this mindset, individuals begin 

to connect with others in their surroundings, 

forge bonds, and appreciate the value of 

mutual exchange. True neighbourliness is 

about more than helping—it's about 

reclaiming our connection to the community 

and working towards sustainable living.

Daily charity isn't always grand or visible. It's 

the small, consistent ways we support one 

another—the quiet rhythm of giving that 

weaves harmony into our neighbourhoods. 

Good neighbours can positively influence 

heal th ,  educat ion ,  and overal l  l i fe  

satisfaction. This applies not just to where we 

live, but also where we work. A good 

neighbour is, in essence, a Good Samaritan.

The people around us—those we greet 

daily—become like family. A neighbourhood 

is, at its heart, a chosen family bound not by 

b l o o d ,  b u t  b y  l o v e ,  r e s p e c t ,  a n d  

understanding. Through small acts of 

kindness, we build a support system that 

transforms our community into something 

truly beautiful.

In our culture, even a simple gesture like 

saying “namaskar” or inquiring about a 

neighbour's well-being is a form of giving. It 

reinforces the idea that generosity enriches 

both the giver and the receiver. 

The principle of reciprocity— यत्परेषांनस्वयंचाह, 

नतत्परेषुसमाचरेत्।(Mahābhārata, Śānti Parva 

167.9)—underpins the 'Art of Giving.' It means: 

One should not behave towards others in a 

way which one would find hurtful or 

undesirable for oneself.

When we put ourselves in others' shoes, we 

develop empathy and trust, strengthening our 

relationships not only within our families but 

also in our workplaces and communities. The 

values that underpin giving—timeless and 

universal—have been acknowledged across 

cultures and generations.

Today, in a world that can often feel self-

centred, aggressive, and materialistic, many 

chase power and wealth at the expense of 

peace and humanity. Yet we know that such 

pursuits can lead to disorder, dissatisfaction, 

and societal breakdown. In contrast, the 

practice of giving, inspired by the 'Art of Giving,' 

leads us to a life that is socially fulfilling and 

rich in meaning.

By choosing kindness and mutual support, we 

create a ripple effect of goodness in society. As 

an ardent advocate for human harmony, I am 

committed to promoting this enduring 

movement of empathy and cooperation.

Dear neighbours, are you ready to embrace 

this simple yet transformative ideology at the 

very crossroads of our neighbourhoods?

###
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n today's globalized world, the concept of 

Icommunity and human connection is more 

vital than ever. In this context, the concept 

of "Neighbor Good" emerges as a symbol of 

hope and a model for creating social harmony. 

The dynamics of our society is such that the 

strength lies not just in the pursuit of individual 

success, but in the mutual care and support 

that we extend to one another. This article 

reflects on the profound relevance of the 

"Neighbor Good" philosophy in light of 

Professor (Dr.) Achyuta Samanta's Art of Giving 

i n i t i a t i v e  w h i c h  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  

transformative power of selfless acts in 

society.

Professor Samanta, a farsighted leader and 

philanthropist has championed this concept 

of the Art of Giving urging individuals and 

communities to recognize and realize the 

intrinsic power of compassion, generosity and 

love and care for others in neighborhood. By 

exploring the intersection of these ideas, this 

commentary highlights, how small yet 

impactful gestures of kindness can create a 

ripple effect that promotes societal well-being 

and mutual respect. In doing so, it examines 

how the Art of Giving can inspire individuals to 

take responsibility for their immediate 

surroundings thereby enriching both their 

personal lives and the broader community.

The concept of "Neighbor Good" is a principle 

that has existed across cultures and 

civilizations. From the Biblical injunction "love 

thy neighbor as thyself" to the communal 

philosophies seen in various indigenous 

cultures, the idea that we are interconnected 

and must care for one another is deeply 

ingrained in human history. Aristotle, the great 

has also emphasized the importance of 

empathy, kindness and societal harmony as 

essential components of a well-functioning 

community.

The Art of Living: 
The Art of Giving

Prof. Chittaranjan Bhoi

However, in the modern era, this principle has 

often been overshadowed by an increasing 

focus on individualism, competition and 

material success. Despite the degeneration 

of human values, the importance of 

benevolence remains as crucial as ever. At a 

time when social isolation, bigotry, mental 

health challenges and social-economic 

discrimination are intensifying, the need for a 

supportive and compassionate community 

is irrefutable.

"Neighbor Good" does not mean merely being 

friendly with those who live in proximity. It 

speaks to a deeper sense of responsibility: 

understanding that the well-being of one 

individual is intrinsically linked to the well-

being of others. It calls for the acts of 

generosity, empathy and communal support 

that foster a sense of belonging and 

collective well-being.

The Art of Giving, as espoused by Professor 

Achyuta Samanta, is a concept grounded in 

the belief that true progress in society comes 

not from personal gain but from the selfless 

act of giving whether it is through financial 

support, emotional care or simply extending 

a helping hand to someone in need.  The Art 

of Giving encourages individuals to look 

beyond themselves and work towards the 

greater good of the community.

Professor Samanta's initiative focuses on 

empowering individuals to adopt the mindset 

of a giver in their daily lives. By encouraging 

people to think of ways to improve the lives of 

others-whether through donating to charity, 

volunteering or even offering words of 

encouragement-the Art of Giving taps into 

the transformative power of generosity. It 

challenges the prevailing narrative of self-

interest and promotes a collective approach 

to building a better society.

At its core, the Art of Giving is about creating a 

culture of kindness that can transcend 

material needs and foster more meaningful 

relationships. This is particularly evident in 

Professor Samanta's educational initiatives, 

which have extended support to thousands of 

underprivileged students, providing them 

with the tools to succeed and empowering 

them to give back to their own communities. 

The priceless value of "Neighbor Good" has an 

incredible impact in the society. It teaches us 

to walk hand in hand for a better tomorrow. 

Art of Giving is Art of Living. It is not just an 

abstract ideal but a practical model that has 

tangible benefits for communities.  When 

individuals embrace the idea of "Neighbor 

Good," they begin to see their roles not as 

isolated entities but as part of a larger group 

that can bring in metamorphosis. However, 

sharing emotions, feelings, joys and sorrows 

with the neighbors has a profound impact on 

the social fabric of a community. It creates a 

bonding that offers dividend worth million 

dollars. Together we can create an 

environment of trust, solidarity, and 

interdependence. 

Art of Giving further encourages individuals to 

look for these opportunities to serve their 

neighbors, whether through direct assistance 
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or by facilitating connections between others 

who can offer help. This fosters a culture of 

shared responsibility where individuals feel 

both accountable and empowered to 

contribute to the shared good.

The Art of Giving taps into this principle by 

providing individuals with a framework for 

meaningful social engagement. By offering 

help to others, people experience joy within 

themselves .  Th is  has  far- reach ing  

implications for reducing stress, alleviating 

i s o l a t i o n  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  a  m o r e  

compassionate society.

The Act of Giving also nurtures empathy and 

compassion, essential qualities for building 

understanding across different groups within 

society. In a world that is increasingly 

fragmented by political, economic and social 

divides, promoting neighborly kindness can 

serve as a unifying force, reminding 

individuals that shared humanity transcends 

differences.

Moreover, fostering "Neighbor Good" is linked 

to the creation of social capital -trust, 

cooperation and reciprocity - which are 

fundamental elements of a thriving 

community. When people believe that they 

can rely on their neighbors, they are more 

likely to engage in collective efforts that 

benefit everyone. This creates a virtuous cycle 

where mutual support strengthens social 

bonds and encourages further acts of 

generosity.

The Art of Giving has significant implications 

for sustainable development. In many ways, 

the ethos of "Neighbor Good" aligns with the 

principles of social sustainability which 

emphasize the importance of building 

inclusive, resilient communities. When 

individuals take responsibility for the welfare 

of  others ,  they contr ibute creat ing 

sustainable environment where resources - 

whether social, economic, or environmental - 

are shared equitably. The adage “united we 

stand and divided we fall” is applicable in this 

context. Thus, by fostering a culture of 

co l laborat ion and mutual  support ,  

communities can be better equipped to 

address global challenges and build 

sustainable futures. 

The idea of "Neighbor Good" offers a powerful 

antidote to the isolation, egocentricity and 

fragmentation that often characterize 

modern life. The journey towards a better 

society begins with small, thoughtful actions 

that promote mutual respect and kindness. 

As individuals embrace the principles of the 

Art of Giving and strive to make "Neighbor 

Good" a central principle of their daily lives, 

they lay the foundation for a society in which 

compassion, empathy and solidarity thrive. 

Through this collective effort, we can build 

communities that are not only stronger but 

also more heavenly, unprejudiced and ideal 

for generations to come. Thus the aforesaid 

commentary on Art of Giving lays the 

foundation for the Art of Living. 

###

Art of Giving :
A Better World 
Begins with Giving

he world doesn't change through 

Tgrand speeches or lofty promises but it 

transforms through small, consistent 

acts of kindness. This simple yet profound 

truth is what Prof. Achyuta Samanta, Founder 

of KIIT, KISS, and KIMS, has lived and breathed 

through a philosophy he calls the Art of 

Giving.

At its core, the Art of Giving encourages us to 

look beyond ourselves — to share, to care, and 

to uplift those who are less privileged. It's not 

just a concept; it is a way of life, one that Prof. 

Samanta embodies through every action, 

driven by compassion, duty, and an 

unwaver ing  sense  of  purpose .  H is  

commitment to sattvic giving — the right 

thing, given at the right time, to the right 

person, in the right way, without expecting 

anything in return stands as a moral 

compass for all of us.

Prof. Samanta's childhood is a powerful 

reflection of this philosophy. Despite 

hardships, he chose to give — sacrificing his 

own pleasures to help his neighbors, paying 

for friends' excursion fees, and putting others' 

needs before his own. His early life speaks 

volumes about how giving doesn't require 

wealth but just a generous heart.

The Art of Giving is, in many ways, a spiritual 

practice — a form of worship in action. It is 

about trusting life, letting go, and offering 

whatever you have with love. It could be time, 

s k i l l s ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  

encouragement, or simply a listening ear. As 

Prof. Samanta teaches, giving is not about 

how much you give, but how much love and 

sincerity you put into it.

One of the most beautiful aspects of this 

philosophy is its accessibility. You don't need 

Prof. Suva Kanta Mohanty
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to be rich or powerful to give. You just need to 

be willing. A smile, a helping hand, a kind word 

— these seemingly small gestures carry the 

power to transform someone's day, or even 

their life. Prof. Samanta reminds us that giving 

is an art, and like any art, it must be practiced 

with grace, mindfulness, and heart.

The Ripple Effect of Giving

Every act of giving sets off a ripple. One kind 

gesture inspires another, creating a chain 

reaction of compassion and connection. 

Giving can heal, bridge divides, build 

relationships, and restore hope. It reminds 

people they are not alone — that they matter.

What's more, giving transforms the giver just 

as much as the receiver. Studies have shown 

that people who regularly engage in acts of 

kindness report higher levels of happiness, 

fulfillment, and purpose. In a world driven by 

competition and self-interest, the Art of 

Giving reconnects us with what truly matters: 

our shared humanity.

Prof. Samanta often says that the true joy of 

giving lies in the presence — in showing up for 

others, for causes, and for a better world. It is 

about giving with intentionality and sincerity, 

allowing our actions to reflect love, kindness, 

and faith. As the saying goes, 'In giving, we 

receive.'

So, let's carry this message forward. Let's 

make giving a habit — not just on special 

occasions, but in everyday life. Whether 

through time, words, or deeds, each of us has 

something valuable to offer.

Let us stand together to support and 

strengthen Prof. Samanta's philosophy — a 

movement of love, care, and sacrifice and 

let's create ripples of change that reach far 

beyond what we can imagine.

Because indeed, a better world begins with 

giving.

###
“A neighbour's friendship is a daily 

reminder that happiness is just a door away 

and behind every 'friendly smile' is the 

promise of a trusted neighbor's friendship. 

Love thy neighbour.”

r t  o f  G i v i n g  e s p o u s e  g o o d  Aneighborhood as the quintessential 

essence of happiness as the 

celebrated slogan of the year. Thematically it 

is “Neighbourgood: Bringing Good to the 

Neighbourhood”. Evidently good neighbors 

are the backbone of any lively communities, 

and these neighbors are unsung heroes in our 

everyday lives. The significance of having 

supportive, kind, and trustworthy neighbors 

inspire and embody neighborly love and 

cooperation. They encourage love, friendship, 

community spirit and benign understanding. 

Instilling a sense of togetherness foster 

meaningful relationships with those who live 

closest. In it we can discover the essence of 

being and becoming which enhance & 

enriches our lives. None the less Good fences 

may make good neighbors, but shared 

smiles create enduring fr iendships.  

Neighbors as friends make the fabric of life 

more colorful and rich. You can change 

friends but not neighbors.

Dr. Achyuta Samanta: A Renaissance 

Personality 

Our beloved Esteemed Prof. Dr. Achyuta 

Samanta, is a renowned global philanthropist 

and educationist & humanitarian. He is the 

founder of the two world class universities 

named KIIT University and KISS University. He 

is a legendary personality who prevailed as 

the epitome of charity in India and reckoned 

globally. His philosophy for nurturing 

empathy, compassion and humanity in 

harmony with nourishing 80,000 tribal 

students at KISS absolutely free from KG to PG 

and 40,000 students at KIIT is a testimony to 

the world leaders. He created a smart city 

within the city of Bhubaneswar in India, 

creating a satellite township for quality 

education in eastern India. The indirect 

beneficiaries of the University are not less 

than two lakh people, who owe their existence 

to the presence of the KIIT University. In 

Dr. Biswajit Das

Art Of Giving 
& Neighborhood
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recognition of his profound contribution to 

the society 65 Honoris causea Doctorate 

Degrees have been conferred on him by 

various Universities from around the world.

Art of Giving (AOG): Inspiring Thought 

Leadership 

Art of Giving (AOG) was founded by, Dr. 

Samanta on 17th May 2013 with the 

philosophy of Giving to share happiness.  

Over the years AOG has taken the shape of a 

social movement & has motivated millions of 

people globally. Many people have imbibed 

the values of AOG as the philosophy of life. In 

me and my family, AOG has become a part 

and parcel of life, for ultimate happiness. It 

can provide salvation from the mundane 

existence. In other words Prof. Samanta is a 

renaissance personality of the 21th century.

Neighborhood and Human being

Normally people surrounding us cultivate 

happiness and socio-cultural bonds for a 

lasting relationship by building neighborhood 

communities.  We live in society where we 

stay together and help our neighbors. In 

society, people tend to give & receive benefits 

from the neighborhood relationship.  By 

sharing & giving they generate joy in the 

utmost recess of their hearts. Giving breeds 

happiness and connect the souls. Anything 

given unconditionally is enjoyed by the giver 

and receiver, which binds both of them in a 

bond. We give in cash or kind. It could be 

sharing time with the old, children and the 

deprived in the neighborhood. We can share 

food, offer good advice, a kind word of 

wisdom, token of appreciation, special 

knowledge, a compliment, a helping hand 

during difficult time and even a smile. Beyond 

generosity; art of giving begins. A simple 

single act of love returns back to you 

thousand times. When we give without any 

desire of getting back, it is bliss and giving is 

sublime. The intention is the essential 

element of Godliness. When the intentions 

become right, the giver and receiver enjoy 

heavenly bliss. It is the quintessential love of 

sharing and caring.

Neighborhood is like a Gentle Breeze

A kind neighbour is like a gentle breeze, 

comforting and refreshing our heart. Our 

hearts become warm with kind neighbours 

a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  

neighbours always multiplies peace and 

prosperity. Essentially the heavenly ripple 

effect of kindness always begins from the 

next door. Kindness of the neighbourhood is a 

gift of love, and has a universal language. It 

breeds healthy community and thrives with 

happiness, and is a beacon of hope for all at 

the time of utter distress. A caring & 

concerned neighbourhood provides warmth 

like a blanket in cold winter nights. Good 

communities share neighbourhood. We 

remember our neighbours in the darkest 

times in our lives for the rays of hope that they 

bring. Spending time with our neighbor- 

infuse harmony and symphony in family. Love 

multiplies; unconditional love creates a 

sustained peace and piety. 

Dr. Achyuta Samanta says, “The key to peace 

and happiness lies in unlocking the art of 

giving.”  Each of us should vow to spread and 

support the cause of Art of Giving around the 

world as a 'festival of hope'' in this 12th 

anniversary of the International day of Art of 

Giving, to spread unconditional love. 

###

NeighbourGood, bringing good to the 

N e i g h b o u r h o o d  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  

individuals to create a positive environment 

within their neighbourhoods by embodying 

love and compassion. When we bring 

goodness to our neighbourhoods, we 

contribute to a spirit of collective upliftment. 

This can be achieved through small acts of 

kindness, understanding, and support for one 

another. By living according to the tenets of 

love & fellow feeling, individuals can 

transform their communities into spaces 

where everyone feels valued and respected. 

In essence, loving self and loving one's 

neighbour lay the foundation for building 

harmonious communities. By nurturing self-

love and extending that love to others, we 

fulfill our bounden responsibilities as 

members of society. 

This message remains a timeless reminder 

that love is both the path and the goal in our 

journey towards spiritual realization and 

communal harmony. We must realize that 

the importance of fostering strong 

neighborhood relationships as a reflection of 

divine love and unity. It is needless to say that, 

that true spirituality is not just about personal 

devotion but also about selfless service to 

t h o s e  a r o u n d  u s .  A  h a r m o n i o u s  

neighborhood is built by sharing love, 

compassion, and mutual respect, where 

individuals support one another as an 

extended family. We should encourage 

people to feel the divinity in every person and 

to engage in acts of kindness, regardless of 

caste, creed, or social status. By nurturing a 

spirit of cooperation and selfless service, 

communities can become centers of peace 

and joy, ultimately contributing to a more 

holistic existence.

My late mother always said, & I quote, ''you 

can live without friends, but you can't live 

without neighbors.'' Unquote. These words 

carry deep wisdom, reminding us of the 

crucial role neighbors play in our lives. In our 

childhood, neighbors were like an extended 

Prof. Debahuti Pattnaik

VALUE OF 
NEIGHBOURGOOD
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family. They were the first to lend a helping 

hand in times of need, celebrate our joys, and 

stand by us in difficult moments. Whether it 

was borrowing a cup of sugar, watching over 

each other's children, or offering comfort 

during tough times, neighbors constituted an 

essential part of our daily existence.

Friends may come and go, but neighbors 

continue to remain close, sharing our 

environment and experiences. A good 

neighbor can provide companionship, 

security, and support in ways that even 

distant family or friends may not be able to. 

This highlights the importance of fostering 

strong, positive relationships with those who 

live around us.

In today's fast-paced world, where personal 

connections are often replaced by digital 

mobile connectivity, remembering the value 

of good neighbors can bring warmth and a 

sense of belonging to our lives. My mother's 

words remind us that while friendships are 

precious, the bond with neighbors is a 

foundation for a strong, supportive 

community which helps build a happier, 

cohesive world in the long run. This Year the 

“International Day of Art of Giving”, is 

celebrated on this core theme. Let us all join 

hands for strengthening this noble cause 

propagated by noted humanist, educationist 

& philanthropist Prof. Achyuta Samanta.

###

NeighbourGood:  

Building Bonds through Kindness

Khushboo KuddusLipsit  Krishna Naik Akash Agarwal

he true essence of giving is found in the 

Tsimplest of actions, often right in our 

own surrounding, in our own day to day 

life. The act of giving is not just about financial 

contributions; it is about time, kindness, and a 

willingness to make our surroundings better. 

We often think of charity as something grand 

like donating large sums to an organization, 

volunteering at a faraway place, or 

contributing to a global cause which is an 

important aspect but not the only one. Giving 

is an art, and like any art, it takes practice, 

intention, and heart. It is not measured by the 

size of the gesture but by the sincerity behind 

it. This is the core philosophy behind the 

concept of “NeighbourGood” - the idea of 

bringing good to the neighbourhood through 

everyday generosity.

In our own lives, we have seen how small acts 

of kindness have impacted not just the 

recipient but the giver as well. A few years 

ago, My friend and I(Lipsit, one of the authors) 

started a small initiative in our locality where 

every Saturday, we would offer free tutoring to 

children whose families struggled financially. 

What started as a simple one-hour session in 

our backyard soon became a gathering 

where kids who were not privileged enough 

not only learned but also developed 

confidence. People in the neighbourhood, 

noticing the impact, joined in by offering 

snacks and moral support. What began as an 

individual effort gradually became a 

community endeavour, all through the power 

of giving and the small act of kindness.
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One of the most beautiful aspects of giving is 

that it creates a ripple effect. A single act of 

kindness can inspire others to do the same. 

When one neighbour started giving snacks, it 

encouraged others to step in and do 

something similar. Similarly, when someone 

plants flowers in a public space, it inspires the 

community to take better care of their 

surroundings. When someone takes the 

initiative to clean the surrounding such as a 

beach, others around them are also 

motivated to do the same.

Similarly, kindness also multiplies when 

shared. If one member of the locality is unwell 

a few people take turns checking in on them, 

bringing them food, and keeping them 

company. Soon, more neighbours join in. 

Eventually, this comes to the notice of others 

and they start thinking of the elderly residents 

of the community. They all might have 

different circumstances. A few of them live 

alone, away from their families and before 

long, a small community support group is 

formed, dedicated to assisting elderly and 

vulnerable members of the neighbourhood. 

This simple act of checking on a neighbour 

can lead to a well-knit community that looks 

out for one another. 

Further, Covid-19 taught us similar lessons. It 

was a tough time for all of us where everyone 

was scared due to the panic and numerous 

rumours on TV news and social media. People 

were afraid to share their problems—whether 

they were suffering from health issues, 

financial difficulties, or loneliness. I (Akash, 

one of the authors) learned this first-hand 

when a similar situation occurred with a 

member of my neighbour's family. That 

moment stood out for me, and I felt 

compelled to help them during the 

pandemic. All the hospitals were full, and 

there were no beds available. Due to severe 

restrictions, they were also unable to access 

proper medical care. They were in a terrible 

situation, and seeing their struggle, my 

father—being a doctor—decided to help. 

Firstly, he provided them with the right 

medication. Later,  he was also able to find a 

hospital with available beds as  he was in the 

same field. Further, we arranged an 

ambulance with proper oxygen support and 

ensured they could meet the doctor to 

receive the urgent treatment they needed. 

Their relief made us feel happy and fortunate. 

I felt immensely grateful at that moment, 

knowing that we could help someone in such 

a critical situation. It taught me that even a 

small effort can bring great change to 

another person's life. The relationships we 

built during the pandemic have continued to 

this day. The people who used to be just 

neighbours to us have now become like 

family. 

This experiences has changed the way we 

see the world. It reminds us of the teachings of 

our founder Dr. Achyutananda Samanta, 

whose philosophy continues to guide and 

inspire us. He believes that a strong 

community exists where people support 

each other. His teachings say that true 

service is about giving without expecting 

anything in return. Helping others is not just an 

idea; it is an action that can save or change 

someone's life.

###

Through our  own exper iences with 

'NeighbourGood', we have come to realize 

that the greatest joy comes not from 

receiving but from giving. What it has taught 

us are patience, empathy, and the ability to 

see the good in people. Most importantly, it 

has shown us that giving does not have to be 

a grand gesture but rather it just has to be 

from the heart.

Many people believe that they need financial 

resources to give, but the truth that we often 

ignore is that some of the most valuable gifts 

are simple gestures of kindness and 

generosity. Giving one's time, skills, or simply 

being present for someone in need can be 

more meaningful than material offerings. As 

it is said, a smile or a word of encouragement 

can brighten someone's day. Offering to 

babysit for a tired parent, helping a 

newcomer settle into the neighbourhood, or 

even just lending a listening ear to someone 

going through a tough time can have a 

profound impact. The art of giving is about 

recognizing these small opportunities and 

acting on them.

The true success of 'NeighbourGood' lies in 

making generosity and kindness a part of our 

everyday lives. When giving becomes a habit, 

it strengthens the thread of our communities 

that binds everyone together. Some ways we 

can cultivate this culture are; Start Small- 

Giving doesn't have to be overwhelming. 

Begin with simple acts like saying 'hello' to 

neighbours, holding the door for someone, or 

offering to help with groceries. Encourage 

Participation-When others see acts of 

kindness, they are more likely to contribute. 

Organize community events such as clean-

up drives, food-sharing programs, or book 

exchanges. Recognize and Appreciate 

Giving-  Acknowledging an act of kindness, 

no matter how small makes a huge 

difference. A simple “thank you” or public 

appreciation can reinforce positive behavior.

T e a c h  t h e  Y o u n g e r  G e n e r a t i o n - B y  

encouraging children to practice generosity 

by involving them in community service. 

When they see kindness modeled, they learn 

to adopt it naturally. Make Giving a Lifestyle- 

Incorporate generosity into daily routines,  

Whether it's setting aside time to volunteer, 

donating unused items, or simply checking in 

on neighbours as consistency is key.

Lastly, 'NeighbourGood' is not just a 

philosophy; it is a movement. It is about 

recognizing that change starts from us, at our 

own home and within our immediate 

surroundings. The art of giving is about being 

mindful, kind and helpful to others, stepping in 

when help is needed, and understanding that 

kindness multiplies with every small step 

taken by someone. So, let us make our 

neighbourhoods better with one good deed 

at a time. Because at the end of the day, true 

wealth is not measured by what we have, but 

by what we give and how it impacts the 

recipients; a small effortless gesture from 

someone can be a life altering decision for 

someone else.
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NeighbourGood

If you really want to bring NeighbourGood,

You need to channelize your inner Robin Good

If you ask them to define "Family" pristine,

They would say, 

"Family is what you have by bloodline"

But if that were really so,

"Vasudhaiva kutumbakam" 

wouldn't have existed, no?

Dr Achyuta Samant - born in abject poverty,

Wished to show the world a novelty

Not out of any push or shove,

But born out of unconditional 

and compassionate love

Love for humanity,

Paved the way for sanctity,

And from dust rose miracles three - 

KIIT, KIMS, KISS

We may have means deplete,

But if intentions are pure,

The actions will not be obsolete

How much does it cost to say a hello, 

How much does it cost to walk a bit slow,

So the old neighbour may use you

As his walking stick

Positivity, compassion and care,

It doesn't take much to share,

A heart to heart talk,

A well watered flower stalk

Helping thy neighbour in ways few,

Witness the transformation within you.

No one in this world has gotten poorer 

by honest giving of love and light,

Care to give? - I promise you would be richer 

by blessings infinite.

###

_âiwUò ùMûUòG KûjûYúeê @ûe¸ Keòaûö [ùe RùY iû]ê 

ùMûUòG Mûñùe _j*òùf ö ùiVò ~ûA ù\Lôùf Kûjûe 

Kûjû ijòZ bf i´§ ^ûjó  ö iû]ê cjûeûR i§¥ûùe 

jeòK[û gêYûAùa ùaûfò ùNûhYû Kùf ö icùÉ GKûVò 

ùjùf ö _âaP^ùe iû]ê i\¨bûa^û iõ_Kðùe ajê K[û 

aêSûA Kjòùf ö ùghùe Kjòùf, Zêc Mûñe ^ûñ iò^û 

cjû^¦_êe, Kò«ê GVò cjû^¦ Z \ìee K[û, ùKjò RùY 

ùjùf aò @û^¦ùe ^ûjû«ò ö Zêùccûù^ ~\ò @û^¦ùe 

ejòaûKê Pûjñ, ùZùa @^¥e ù\ûh ù\L ^ûjó ö @^¥e 

MêYKê ù\L ö @^¥Kê jòõiû Ke ^ûjó ö Kûjûe Kûjû _âZò 

Bhðû, @ijò¾êZû ^ejê, aòù\ßh ^ ejê ö Zêùccûù^ 

_eÆee iêL\êüLùe bûMú\ûe jê@ ö Zêce _â]û^ Kûc 

ùjfû ^òR _eòaûeKê I _ùWÿûgúuê bf _ûAaû ö G_eò 

Kùf jó bMaû^ Ké_û Keòùa, G[ôùe iù¦j ̂ ûjó ö iû]ê 

icÉuê Mûñe c¦òeKê WÿûKòù^ùf I g_[_ûV KeûAùfö 

ùfûùK Zûu K[û cû^ò PkòaûKê fûMòùf ö KòQò \ò^ 

c]¥ùe Mûñe ùfûùK _eÆeKê bf _ûAaûKê @ûe¸ 

Kùf ö ùicûù^ @û^¦ùe aiaûi KeòaûKê fûMòùf ö 

Mûñe Kâcgü C^ÜZò ùjfû ö cjû^¦_êe MâûcUò iZKê iZ 

cjû@û^¦_êeùe _eòYZ ùjfû ö  ̂ úZògûÈ Kùj, ‘AG 

^òRe’ ‘iòG _e’ - G_eò bûa^û ùjCQò 

fNêùPZûcû^ûue ö Kò«ê C\ûeùPZûcûù^ G_eò 

bûa^ûeê cêq ùjûA icMâ aiê]ûKê ^òRe KêUê´ ùaûfò 

cù^Keò[û«ò ö @ù^KZâ @ûùc ù\Lê ù~, @^¥cû^uê 

ùiÜj Keê[ôaû, bf_ûC[ôaû cYòhUòG ^òRe _ùWÿûgúuê 

bf \éÁòùe ù\Lô^[ûG ö bûaòaû K[û ù~, Zûue 

_ùWÿûgúcûù^ K’Y G _é[ôaúe @]ôaûiú ^êjñ«ò? 

@ûù¸cûù^ iõKú‰ðc^û ùjûA K’Y G _é[ôaúùe GcòZò 

a*òejòaû? @ûùc _ùWÿûgúuê Bhðû Keò, NéYû Keò Pec 

@ijò¾êZûKê @ûgâû Keò @ûce C©e\ûdû\cû^uê K’Y 

gòlû ù\A~òaû ? \kòZ cû^aûZàûe a§ê, _êY¥ûZàû 

ùMû_a§ê ùi\ò^ @ûùaMcd KŒùe MûA[ôùf :

“iað @^êbìZò ̂ òR ù\ùj Zû’e

Zû \éÁòùe aògß GK _eòaûe öö ”

LâúÁ ]cðe _âa©ðK, cjû_êeêh ~úgêLâúÁ icMâ aògße 

cYòh RûZò _ûAñ aûYú gêYûA[ôùf :

“_ùWÿûgúuê bf _û@ ö” _ùWÿûgúu bòZùe K’Y 

_ùWÿûgú @ûce @Zò @û_Yûe

@ûi, _ùWÿûgúuê bf _ûAaû

ùiÜj ù\A RòY _ùWÿûgúu c^

_â¤û_K gêKù\a cjû«ò
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Agßeue i©û ̂ ûjó ? Êûcú aòùaKû^¦u aûYú iàeYKê 

@ûùi :

“PC\òùM i¹êùL Zêce,

QûWÿò Kûjòñ ùLûRêQ Agße ?

Rúa ùiaû Kùe ù~Cñ ̂ e

ùiA iò^û ùiaA Bgße” ö

Zû ùjùf _ùWÿûgúu _âZò @ûùc GZ jú^c^¥bûa 

ù_ûhY Keòaû KûjóKò ? Mûñ ùjCKò ije ùjCñ ù\g 

ùjC aû aòù\g ùjC, @ûùc ù~CñVò ejê^û KûjóKò, 

@ag¥ Gjû _â[c K©ða¥  ù~ @ûùc _ùWÿûgúuê ùiÜj I 

gâ¡ûeê KòQò aû<òaûKê iõKÌòZ ùjaû ö KjòaûKê Mùf 

ùicûù^ c]¥ @ûce bûA, a§ê KêUê´ö @ûc iûjòùe 

ùMûUòG NUYû NUòfû ö @ûc _ùWÿûgú a¥qò QûZeê ZkKê 

Mkò _Wÿòùf ö _Wÿògû ùfûùK Zûuê iûùw iûùw 

WûqeLû^û ù^AMùf ö Kâcgü ùi bf ùjûAMùf ö 

NUYû NUòaûe _e\ò^ Zûu a§êaû§ûacûù^ @ûiò bòWÿ 

RcûAùf ö Kò«ê _â[ùc ùKCñcûù^ Zûu PòKò›ûe a¥aiÚû 

Kùf ? Zûuê ijûdZûe jûZ KòG aùXÿAùf ? Kjòaû 

aûjêf¥, iûõ_âZòK iÚòZòùe @ûùc GK[ûUòKê bêfò~ûA[ûC 

ö Gjò bêfò~òaû jó aògßbâûZéZß _[ùe _â]û^ @«eûdö 

@ûùc ù~ùZ iêLùe [ôùfû aò @ûc _ùWÿûgúcûù^ ~\ò 

\êüLùe Nû<ò ùjC[ôùa, Zûjû @ûc _ûAñ _âúZò_â\, 

@û^¦_â\ ùja Kò ? @ûùc ùicû^u \êŸòð^ùe iûj_l 

ùjûA[ôùf ùicûù^ c]¥ @ûc Leû_ ùakûùe @ûc _ûL 

@ûiò Vò@û ùjùa ö @ûRòe Êû[ðùK÷¦âòK icûRùe Gjûe 

a¥ZòKâc ù\Lôùf c^, _âûY, jé\d @^êùgûP^ûùe 

beò~ûG ö _ùWÿûgúu _âZò aòZÆéj I aòcêL ùjaû ̂ ûMeòK 

iõjòZûe aòeê¡ûPeY ùKak ^êùjñ, aeõ cû^aòKZûe 

GK Cfäx^ ö @ûi, iõùKûP^ _eòaù©ð @ûùc jé\dKê 

_âgÉ Keòaû I jé\dùe _ùWÿûgúuê UòùK iÚû^ ù\aû ö 

a¥qòMZ ÊûiÚ¥ ij iûcûRòK ÊûiÚ¥ K[û c]¥ @ûcKê 

bûaòaûKê ùja ö iéÁòe ùgâÂ Rúa ùjûA c]¥ 

@ûùccûù^ ~\ò @^¥ _âZò ijû^êbìZògúk, iù´\^gúk 

^ ùjaû, Zûjû @ûc @cYòh_Yò@û ùja ̂ ûjó Kò? 

_òfû\ò^ K[û cù^_ùWÿ ö bfùe c¦ùe _ùWÿûgúu ij 

ùKùZ eKce \âa¥ aò^òcd ùjC[ôfû ö `kZü ùiÜj, 

gâ¡û I i\¨bûa^ûe GK iê¦e _eòùag iéÁò ùjC[ôfû ö 

_êY¥_aðùe _Wÿògû Ne ij ùiøjû¡ð¥, iûjû~¥ I 

ijù~ûMe a§^ ejê[ôfû ö Gùa Kò«ê ijeùe Gjû 

KßòPòZ¨ ù\LôaûKê còkò[ûG ö Gjû iûcûRòK @ù]ûMZòe GK 

flY c]¥ ö `kZü ijeúRúa^eê Kâcgü ieiZû, 

ijbûMòZû, GKZû Gaõ còZâZû @û\ò MêYMêWÿòK aòfê¯ 

ùjaûKê aiòfûYò ö ib¥Zû I iõÄéZòe Gjû GK @ald 

^êùjñ Kò ? “ùa\” Kj«ò “cû aò\ßòhû aùj÷” @[ðûZ¨ 

@ûce Kûjû _âZò aòù\ßh ^ ejê ö G K[ûUò @ûcKê 

iàeYùe eLôaûKê ùja ö  _eòùghùe aògòÁ 

Pò«û^ûdK, aòL¥ûZ ùfLK MKòðu K[ûUò Kjò ùfLûUòe 

C_iõje Keòaò ö MKòð ùi\ò^ Kjò[ôùf : “We know 

how to fly like birds in the sky, we know how to 
swim like fishes in the river, but we do not know 

how to live on this earth”. Gùa @ûi, _ì‰ðZû, 

\òa¥Zû I ù\aZße iû]^û _[ùe MZò Keò Rúa^Kê 

iû[ðK Keòaû ö @ûce _âòd _âZòùagúuê bf _ûAaûe 

iõKÌ ù^aû Gaõ _é[ôaúùe gû«ò_ì‰ð ijûaiÚû^Kê @]ôK 

cjòcû^ßòZ Keòaûö 

Rd RM^Üû[

Bgßeu iéÁòùe cû^a ib¥Zûe @dcûe¸ GK aòPòZâ 

_eòKÌ^û ~ûjû iâÁû I iéÁò c]¥ùe C_~êq ic^ßd 

eLôaû ij iVòK bûùa iê_eòPûk^û _ûAñ ùaû]jêG 

CŸòÁ ö icdKâùc ù\g I eûR¥cû^ue ^òŸòðÁ 

bìLŠùe ùfûKu \ßûeû Mûñ MŠû, iûjò_Wÿògû @û\ò iéÁò 

ùjfû ö _êeûZ^ ib¥Zûùe ùMûÂúMZ Rúa^e _âû]û^¥ 

ùag¨ _eòklòZ ùjC[ôfû, KûjóKò ^û ùMûÂúMZ 

Rúa^ùe cYòh _eÆeKê C©c eìù_ aêSòaû, ^òRe 

bûa @û\û^ _â\û^ Keòaû ijòZ ^òR ^òRe ùcøkòK 

@ûag¥KZû ùc<òaû _ûAñ Gjû [ôfû GK C}éÁ cû]¥c ö 

Gjû _eÆe c]¥ùe GKZû aRûd eLôaû ijòZ icdKê 

iVòK¨ _eòPûk^û Keòaû _ûAñ CŸòÁ ö 

aòbò^Ü icdùe bò^Ü bò^Ü C›a I ~û^ò~ûZâû _ûk^ Keòaû 

jó icûRòK a¥aiÚûe cìk fl¥ ö Gjû cYòh Rúa^ùe 

ùag¨ @ûcô Zé¯ò @ûYò[ûG ö ùi[ô_ûAñ Kêjû~ûG cYòh GK 

iûcûRòK _âûYú, icûR a¥ZòùeK Rúa^ RúAñaû GK 

\êaòðij a¥û_ûe ö iêZeûõ iûcûRòK PkYò cYòh Rúa^Kê 

_eòcûRòðZ Z[û gévkòZ Keòaûùe ijûdK ùjûA[ûG ö 

cYòhe aûiiÚkúe _ûeò_ûgßòðK iÚòZòKê @^ê¤û^ Kùf 

RYû~ûG, ^òR Nee iõfMÜ [ôaû NeKê ‘_Wÿògû’ Gaõ 

ùi[ôùe aiaûi Keê[ôaû ùfûKuê ‘_ùWÿûgú’ 

Kêjû~ûC[ôaûùaùk Nee @Zò i^ÜòKU aû PZêü_ûgßðùe 

[ôaû ùfûKuê iûA_Wÿògû ùaûfò Kêjû~ûG ö _eòaûee iêL 

\êüLùe Lêiò a¥q Keòaû aû ici¥û icû]û^ Keòaûùe 

_ùWÿûgúu bìcòKû @Zò _âbûagûkú ùjûA[ûG, ~ûjû 

_eòaûe ici¥u c]¥ùe @ûZàaògßûi aXÿûAaû ij 

iõ_Kð ùWÿûeúKê cRbêZ Keòaûùe @Z¥« ijûdK jêG ö 

ùi[ô_ûAñ K[ûùe Kêjû~ûG “Nùe ùiûeòh `êUòùf 

_Wÿògû NeKê aûiÜû jêG” @[ðûZ¨ @Zò _ûL ùjZê Nee 

_âùZ¥K NUYû \êNðUYû aòhdùe _ùWÿûgú @ùKägùe 

@aMZ ùjûA[û«ò ö 

###

iûcûRòK PkYòùe
“_ùWÿûgúu bìcòKû”

WKÖe @Rd Kêcûe ^¦

(Rúa^e ùgh ^ògßûi _~ð¥« iûcûR ùiaûùe ^òRKê iûcòf Keòaûùe 

_Y Keò[ôaû _âù`ie @Pê¥Z iûc«, iûcûRòK iÚòZòKê _eLô _âZòahð 

icûRKê bò^Ü bò^Ü aû©ðû ù\aû ijòZ GjûKê iVòK¨ eìù_ _ûk^ Keò 

ùfûKuê C›ûjòZ Keò@ûiêQ«ò ö _âZòahð bkò PkòZ ahðe ùiäûMû^ 

“_ùWÿûgúu cwk-iûA_Wÿògûu cwk” bkò GK jé\dÆgðú aû©ðû 

icûRKê aû<òQ«ò ö Gjò aû©ðû c]¥ùe icûRùe _ùWÿûgú Z[û 

iûjò_Wÿògûu c]¥ùe bâûZéZß a§^, ùiÜj, iõ_Kð, ù_âc I bûAPûeû 

bûa^û RûMâZ Keòaû ùjCQò Gjûe cêL¥ CùŸg¥ ö )
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aòbò^Ü icdùe bò^Ü bò^Ü ]eYe @bûa^úd iÚòZò 

C_êRêQò, ~ûjû ùfûKu c]¥ùe aògévkòZ aûZûaeY iéÁò 

KeêQò ö Gbkò iÚòZòKê \éÁòùe eLô KòU¨ I Kòi¨ _âZòÂûZû 

_âù`ie WKÖe @Pê¥Z iûc« 2013 ciòjû ùc 17 

ZûeòLùe GK @bò^a _âdûi “@ûUð @`¨ Mòbòw¨” 

cû]¥cùe icûRe _âùZ¥K ùfûKu iêL \êüLùe iûcòf 

ùjûA aòMêWÿê[ôaû a¥aiÚûùe iê]ûe @ûYòaûùe _âdûi 

RûeòeLôQ«ò ö ùi Zûu Rúa^e icÉ iêL ÊûQ¦Kê 

Rkû¬kòù\A icûR ùiaûùe ^òRKê iûcòf Keò ùag¨ 

@ûZàZé¯ò fûb KeêQ«ò ö af¥Kûkeê \ûeò\â¥ KhûNûZùe 

iûCñUò[ôaû @bòmZû ùfûKu iêL\êüLùe iûcòf ùjaûùe 

@ù^K ùLûeûK ù~ûMûCQò, ~ûjû Zûu ùiaû cù^ûbûaKê 

@]ôK _eòcûRòðZ KeòQò ö Rúa^e ùgh ^òügßûi _~ð¥« 

icûR ùiaûùe ^òRKê iûcòf Keòaûùe _Y Keò[ôaû 

_âù`ie WKÖe @Pê¥Z iûc«, iûcûRòK iÚòZòKê _eLô, 

_âZò ahð icûRKê bò^Ü bò^Ü aû©ðû ù\aû ijòZ GjûKê iVòK 

eìù_ _ûk^ Keò ùfûKuê C›ûjòZ Keò@ûiêQ«ò ö 

_âZò ahð bkò PkòZ ahðe ùiäûMû^ “_ùWÿûgúu cwk-

iûA_Wÿògûu cwk” bkò GK jé\dÆgðú aû©ðû icûRKê 

aû<òQ«ò ö Gjò aû©ðû c]¥ùe icûRùe _ùWÿûgú Z[û 

iûA_Wÿògûu c]¥ùe bâûZéZß a§^, ùiÜj, iµKð, ù_âc 

Gaõ bûAPûeû bûa^û RûMâZ Keòaû ùjCQò Gjûe cêL¥ 

CùŸg¥ ö iêZeûõ Gbkò _\ùl_ ̂ ò½ò« bûùa _ùWÿûgú 

Gaõ iûA_Wÿògûu c]¥ùe iµKð ù~ûWÿòaûùe GK ^ì@û 

i¸ûa^û iéÁò Keòa, G[ôùe Zòùk cûZâ  iù¦j ^ûjó ö 

Gjò cjû_âdûiùe iûcòf¨ ùjûA _ùWÿûgú Gaõ 

iûA_Wÿògûu ijòZ C©c iõ_Kð eLô iûcûRòK Rúa^Kê 

@]ôK Kâòdûgúk Keòaû jó @ûRò \ò^e @ûbòcêL¥ ö

ù\Lû~ûG aòbò^Ü icdùe _ùWÿûgú aû iûA_Wÿògû ijòZ 

GKûVò ùbûRòbûZ Keòaû, aòbò^Ü iÚû^Kê aêfò~òaû, @aie 

icdKê aòbò^Ü cù^ûe¬^ Kû~ð¥Kâc cû]¥cùe aòZûAaû 

AZ¥û\ò @ù^K ^Ròe¨ @Qò ö G_eòKò ÊûiÚ¥MZ KûeYeê 

icd @icdùe jÆòUûfKê ~òaûKê \eKûe _Wÿòùf @ûM 

ùLûRû _Wÿ«ò _ùWÿûgú aû iûA_Wÿògû ~ûjû ùiA icde 

@ûag¥KZû _êeY Keòaûùe aòùgh ijûdK ùjûA[ûG ö 

@_e_ùl _eòaûe i\i¥ _eÆeuê bf bûaùe 

@aMZ [ôaûeê Cbdu c]¥ùe ùiøjû¡ð¥ I gû«ò_ì‰ð 

Rúa^ aòZûAaû GK ÊbûaòK _âKòâdû ~ûjû iûcûRòK 

PkYòKê @]ôK iêMc Keò[ûG ö 

a©ðcû^e a¥Éajêk Rúa^ùg÷kú iûwKê ÊÌ icdùe 

@]ôK Uuû ùeûRMûe Keòaûe cû^iòKZû Rûfùe Q¦ò 

ùjûA _òfûVûeê aêXÿû ~ûG icùÉ @Y^òügßûiú Rúa^ 

aòZûCQ«ò ö a©ðcû^ ùfûKu _ûLùe ]^e @bûa 

@ûù\ø ^[ôaû ùaùk ‘c^’e @bûa _eòflòZ ùjCQò ö 

ù\Lû~ûCQò cYòh ù~ùZ aò©gûkú aû _âbûagûkú ùjC 

_ùQ c^ùe @ûZàZé¯ò R^òZ ieiZûeê  ùicûù^ a*òZ 

ùjCQ«ò ö ‘iaê[ûA KòQò ^ûjó’ bkò cû^iòKZû Rûfùe 

Q¦ò ùjûA @ù^K @ijûd Rúa^ aòZûCQ«ò ö Gjû 

ùjCQò ̂ òzK iZ¥ I ùijò ùfûKu jé\de bûhû ö

a©ðcû^ ù\Lû~ûCQò _eòYZ adiùe aeòÂ 

^ûMeòKcûù^ @]K cûZâûùe ùaiûjûeû ùjûA_WÿêQ«ò, 

~ûjû ù~ø[ _eòaûeeê Ijeòaû @[ðûZ¨ GKû^Üa©ðú ùjaûe 

cû^iòKZûKê @wêkò ^òùŸðg KeêQò ö GK[û iZ¥ ù~ 

ù~ø[_eòaûeùe \ûdòZß, K©ða¥ @]ôK [ôùf c]¥ @]ôK 

iêaò]û [ôfû, aòùghKeò ùQûU ùQûU _òfûcûù^ _eòaûe 

i\i¥uVûeê  ùiÜj @û\e _ûA ùg÷ga icdKê @Zò 

@û^¦ùe aòZûC[ôaû ùaùk, _eòYZ adiùe adÄuê 

c]¥ ^òüiwZûaòjò^ Rúa^ aòZûAaû ij cû^iòK Zé¯ò 

fbòaûùe @ù^K ijûdK ùjC[ôfû ö _eòaûe 

aùdûR¥Âuê Nee cêL¥ Kêjû~ûC[ôaû ùaùk, Zûu 

^òùŸðgùe _eòaûee @^¥û^¥ i\i¥cûù^ _eòPûkòZ 

ùjC[ôùf, ~ûjû bfc¦ icdùe _eò_Kß ^ò¿Zò 

ù^aûùe aòùgh ijûdK ùjC[ôfû ö @_e_ùl aeòÂ 

^ûMeòKcûù^ _eòaûe i\i¥u MjYùe ^òRKê iûcòf 

Keò icdKê bf bûaùe aòZûAaû ijòZ ^òRKê @]ôK 

iêelòZ cù^Keê[ôùf, ~ûjû [ôfû C©c iûcûRòK 

a¥aiÚûö 

a©ðcû^ GKû^Üa©ðú _eòaûee _ê@ ùjC Kò Sò@ ùjC 

ùicûù^ CMâ @û]ê^òK Xÿû*ûùe ̂ òRKê a¥aiÚòZ KeêQ«ò ö 

~êaûaiÚûùe ùcûUû @ue \ecû C_ûRð^ Keòaûe 

cû^iòKZûùe aga©ðú ùjûA _eòaûeVûeê \ìeùe [ôaû 

Kcð iõiÚû^ùe ^òRKê ^òùdûRòZ KeûA Êû]ú^ bûùa 

Rúa^ aòZûAaûKê ùgd cù^KeêQ«ò ö @^¥_lùe 

aòPeû aû_ûcû@û cûù^ ̂ òR R^àòZ _òfûu iû^Üò¤ _ûAaûeê 

a*òZ ùjûA KûkûZò_ûZ KeêQ«ò ö G_eòKò aû_ûcû@ûu 

@«òc i}ûeùe _òfûcûù^ iûcòf ^ ùjaûe @ù^K 

^Ròe @Qò, ~ûjû GK aòWÿ´^ûe aòhd ö a©ðcû^ 

_eòiÚòZòùe ùfûKcûù^ @ûag¥KZûVûeê @]ôK ùeûRMûe 

I eûZûeûZò aò©gûkú ùjaû @ûgûùe Mâûc¥ Rúa^Kê 

_eòjûe Keò ijeûbòcêLú ùjûAQ«ò ö 

@^¥_lùe ijeùe aòbò^Ü iµâ\ûde ùfûKu ijòZ cògò 

Rúa^Kê iêMc Z[û iêelòZ Keòaû _ûAñ _âdûi 

RûeòeLêQ«ò, ~ûjû _eÆe c]¥ùe @ûZàaògßûi 

aXÿûAaûùe GK iêPò«òZ _âdûi ö a©ðcû^ icûRùe 
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Prof. Achyuta Samanta 

with Dr. Ary Graca & 

Mr. Fabio Azevedo -

in his recent visit to 

FIVB-Zurich-switzerland.

A Unique partnership for fostering 

peace and happiness globally

FIVB & AOG

On the request & motivation of the  present President of FIVB Mr. Fabio 

Azevedo who is the well wisher & admirer of Prof. Achyuta Samanta & 

Art of Giving, all the member associations of FIVB from -222- 

countries are celebrating the 12th edition of the “ International Day of 

Art of Giving '' on 17th May 2025. This has made “Art of Giving” a global 

brand & movement in real sense. 

The Founder of KIIT & KISS, Dr. Achyuta Samanta was 

conferred with the prestigious “ Grand Cross Award”, 

the highest honour from the International Volleyball 
thFederation ( FIVB) during the 39  FIVB World Congress 

th thin Porto, Portugal from November 15  to 17 , 2024 by the 

then FIVB President Dr. Ary Graca attended by 

representatives and Presidents of Volleyball 

Associations from-222- countries. 

Snapshots of Social Media Campaign
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The AOG theme for 2025 is Neighbourgood - bringing 
good to the neighbourhood. How is it possible? By 
spreading joy with your neighbours, sharing a meal, 
gifting some goodies, spending some quality time, 
watching a movie together, helping in need beyond 
this day and whenever possible and needed, and 
making a sustainable neighbourhood - caring for each 
other, the spaces around and nature. You can also 
arrange or contribute to a shared meal in your 
neighbourhood or apartment - cook and eat together 
or arrange some community meet or event. The need 
for connection and community is primal, as 
fundamental as the need for air, water and food.
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