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Education has the power to break the cycle of
poverty, open doors to new opportunities, and help
children build a future they can be proud of.

Generosity is not about grand gestures; it is about
showing up, even in the smallest ways, for those
who need us.

Education is the third eye that opens doors to
infinite possibilities.

Bringing good to our neighbours does not always
require grand gestures—small, thoughtful actions
can make a significant difference.

A little help for somebody in need, a word of
sympathy for somebody in distress, some food &
nourishment for the hungry, a little care for a lonely
' elderly person make a world of difference in their lives

We often speak of changing the world, but the real
change begins here—in the places we live, with
the people we see every day.

With the ‘Art of Giving' as our guiding light, we can
foster a culture of giving within our neighbourhoods
so as to bridge gaps, strengthen relationships, and
' uplift those in need.
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As the New Year
unfolded, | am
delighted to place
thefirstissue of the
quarterly “Art of
Giving " Magazine
forthe Year 2025 in
4 your hands. Like
every year,in afew
months’ time, we are going to celebrate the 12th
Anniversary of “International Day of Art of Giving” on 17th
May 2025 with a meaningful theme. This year the theme
for Art of Giving 2025 is “Neighbourgood: Bringing Good
to Neighbourhood.” Incidentally the theme was
launched by Prof. Neville G Pinto, President of the -200-
year old University of Cincinnati. USA during his
memorable visit to KIIT &KISS on 17th January 2025.

The theme is focused on building compassionate
communities through kindness & promotes acts of
kindness within neighborhoods by fostering & sharing
compassion & connection. It is hoped that this will result
in the forming of sustainable & empathetic
communities which will help build a world of empathy &
loveinthelongrun.

Allthe members of AOG family are invited to participate
whole heartedly in this initiative & bring positivity in our
neighborhoods by sharing joy, meals, gift, goodies,
spending quality time, watching a movie together or
helping thosein need.

In this connection, we on behalf of KIIT University rolled
out two important AOG Initiatives namely “Education
for All-Mini Marathon” & “Mega Blood Donation
Camp” on 25/01/2025 &11/01/2025 respectively. The Mini
Marathon was conducted in -32- locations in Odisha
with an aim to spread awareness about the
empowering power of Education for societal &
economic wellbeing. Similarly a Mega blood donation
camp was organized & a record 3,000 units of blood
donations were made in the KIIT Campus. It is pertinent
to mention that we are planning to have such kind of
Mega blood donation camps throughout the year in all
the -30- districts of Odisha & the collected blood will be
supplied to various blood banks in the state as AOG
initiatives.

Coming back to the theme, my mind races back to the
days of my early adolescence in my native village at
Kalarabanka when | loved to do odd jobs for my
neighbours like bringing groceries for them from the
weekly market place riding my bicycle & sharing snacks
& tea earned through my little earnings with my friends.

From The

This gave me immense pleasure which words cannot
describe & the seeds of bringing good to the
Neighbourhood were germinated.

| still remember with extreme pain a memory from my
childhood when my father expired untimely leaving
behind seven children & my widowed mother in penury.
My mother had no idea of facing this huge personal loss
& tragedy. In addition to this she had to face the
Himalayan responsibility of bringing up the children
amidst acute poverty, hunger & humiliation without any
support from any corner. With destiny played this cruel
narrative, few relatives came forward to stand by us.
Secondly we ran the risk of being thrown into the streets
& become homeless on being asked by the Company
where my father served as a petty employee to vacate
the staff quarters. At this point of utter despair a few
colleagues of my late father came forward by providing
us with the basic groceries so that the family did not
starve.

Further, a distant relative, who himself stayed in a one-
room house, spared his verandah & kitchen for our
family. This shelter was provided to us by the grace of
The Almighty when our lives had lost all meaning. We
moved there & stayed there for six months. This
humanitarian & empathetic gesture of the neighbor at
the time of utter despair and disillusionment provided
the much needed succor. This fellow feeling by the good
Samaritan was etched in my psyche for ever.

As|grew up, | gradually realized that we all are bound by
acommon invisible yet strong thread of symbiotic living.
The more we strengthen this bond & think of “WE” rather
than “l “, we are adding more happiness, positivity &
compassioninto ourlives.

So beyond celebrating this 12th Edition of the
“International Art of Giving Day”, let's strive to create
sustainable, caring communities by connecting with
each other, our surroundings & nature. Let us come
together to make our neighborhoods better, kinder &
happier so that we all can live a happier & more
productive life.

| take this occasion to thank all the members &
volunteers of the AOG family for their valuable
contribution & Wish allmy Readers, HAPPY READING.

(Achyuta Samanta)
Founder, Art of Giving, KIIT, KISS & KIMS
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NeighbourGood:
Bringing Good to Our Neighbourhood,
Changing Lives Through Education

Subarna Bhattacharya

neighbourhood is our most
immediate community in our
closest vicinity. Often people think of
their community as a group to which they
are bonded by their religion, or caste, or
nationality. However, people often overlook
the fact that those who are closest to us in
physical proximity, are likely to be the most
helpful in our times of need. Hence it is to this
immediate community, the neighbourhood,
that we must lend our helping hand and
bring good most of all.

Now, how do we bring good to the
neighbourhood? Education is one of the
most powerful ways to bring real change to
our communities, as the Honourable
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Sudeshna Dutta Choudhury

Founder of KIIT and KISS, Professor Achyuta
Samanta has been proclaiming ever since
the birth of this institution. Education has the
power to break the cycle of poverty, open
doors to new opportunities, and help
children build a future they can be proud of.
But let us face it: many children, especially
those from underprivileged backgrounds, do
not have the resources or guidance they
need to succeed.In a country like ours, where
economic differences are stark, something
as simple as access to books, tutoring, or
even a little encouragement can make a
world of difference. That is where we as
teachers can come in. By lending a hand, we
can help these children gain knowledge,



build confidence, and chase their dreams.

People underestimate the power of
volunteer tutoring, but it is one of the easiest
ways to help. Whether it is helping someone
with homework, explaining tricky subjects, or
just going over the basics, a little one-on-
one attention can go a long way. And the
best part? We do not need to be teachers by
profession to make a difference. All it takes is
some patience, a bit of time, and the
willingness to share what wealready know.

For children who struggle in school, having
someone to guide them can boost their
confidence and keep them from falling
behind. Even if we spend just a couple of
hours a week helping a child with their
studies, we might be the reason they pass an
exam, grasp a concept, or start believing in
their own abilities. And that is an amazing
feeling, not only for the child, but also for us.

And it is not that only adults can bring good
to their neighbours, children and young
adults can do so as well. Education is not just
about textbooks and exams; it is also about
learning from one another. That is why study
groups can be so effective. When children
come together to tackle tough subjects, they
learn not just from books but also from each
other’s perspectives.

We as adults can help organize small study
groups in the community to help children
stay motivated and engaged. It is also a
great way to encourage teamwork and
communication. Learning together also
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boosts peer support, so whether it is math
problems, language skills, or science
experiments, the whole process becomes a
lot more fun and interactive.

For many underprivileged children, even
basic school supplies can be hard to come
by. A set of notebooks, a few pencils, or
access to an old laptop can make a world of
difference in their studies. Many of us have
our books or study materials from previous
years lying around and gathering dust; we
can consider donating them.Itis a simple yet
impactful way to support someone’s
education.

And there are so many other ways to assist:
in today’'s digital world, access to online
learning resources is invaluable. If we can
help set up a small study centre in our
neighbourhood, or even just introduce
children to free educational websites, we are
showing them pathways, and handing them
instruments that can shape their future. It
does not take much to create a more level
playing field for children and young adults
who deserve a fair shot at learning. Every
little bit helps!

It might not seem like a big deal, but
sometimes, what a child needs most is
someone to believe in them. Struggles with
school often come hand in hand with low
self-esteem, especially if a child does not
have strong role models at home. A few
encouraging words can go a long way in
making them feel capable and motivated. A
neighbour can act as a mentor, because
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being a mentor is not just about academics.
It is about listening, offering guidance, and
reminding children that they have the
potential to achieve great things. A simple
celebration of their progress, saying,
‘Congratulations!” and ‘Wow! You did that?
Wonderful!’can make all the difference.

Also, the act of bringing good makes a
lasting impact when we work together. Many
schools and local organizations already
have initiatives to support underprivileged
kids. By teaming up with them, we can
amplify our efforts and reach more children
who need help.

Community-driven initiatives, like starting
weekend tutoring programmes,creating
small neighbourhood libraries, organizing a
sit-and-draw competition and so on, create
a sense of togetherness and shared
responsibility. It is not just about helping
individual children, but more about
strengthening the entire community and
fostering an environment where educationis
valued and accessible to everyone. Only
then the ‘good’ that we are dreaming about
will truly be achieved.

One of the most beautiful things about
helping children with their education is the

long-term impact. When a child succeeds
academically, they are more likely to give
back to their community in the future,
thereby carrying forward the act of bringing
good to the neighbourhood. Many students
who receive help early on, grow up wanting
to support others the same way they were
supported.

Education creates a chain reaction of
bringing good. A single act of
kindness—whether it is tutoring, donating
supplies, or offering encouragement—has
the power to change not just one life, but
many. We often do not realize that the child
we help today might become a teacher, a
doctor, or a leader who lifts up others in the
years to come. There is always a ripple effect
of actions.

Helping children with their studiesis not just a
good deed, itis aninvestment in the future of
our community - being a true
‘neighbourgood’. Every little bit of effort,
every kind word, and every shared resource
contributes to building a world where no
child is left behind due to circumstances
beyond their control. The impact we create
today will be felt for generations to come,
shaping a brighter, more hopeful future for
everyone.



Jyotisankar Mishra

hese poignant lines, attributed to

William Cowper, capture the essence

of human connection—the divine gifts
of society, friendship, and love that bind us
together. They remind us that our deepest
joys and sorrows are shared and that it is
through our relationships with others that we
find meaning and solace. The poem speaks
to the longing for community, the wisdom of
age, and the exuberance of youth, all of
which are nurtured in the embrace of a
caring neighbourhood. It is this spirit of
togetherness that forms the foundation of
‘NeighbourGood'—the practice of bringing
good to our neighbourhoods through acts of
kindness, empathy, and generosity.

The Srimad Bhagavad Gita, a timeless guide
to life, teaches that true fulfilment is not
found in the pursuit of wealth or power, butin
selfless action and service to others. Sri
Krishna’'s counsel to Arjuna,
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NeighbourGood:
Building a Better World

Society, Friendship, and Love,
Divinely bestow'd upon man,

Oh, had | the wings of a dove,

How soon would | taste you again!
My sorrows | then might assuage

In the ways of religion and truth,
Might learn from the wisdom of age,

And be cheer'd by the sallies of youth.

(The Solitude of Alexander Selkirk)

"KarmanyeVadhikaraste Ma
PhaleshuKadachana'—“You have the right
to work, but never to the fruits of
work”—reminds us that our purpose on Earth
transcends personal gain. True joy is
discovered not in possession but in giving,
not in isolation but in connection. This
philosophy echoes the Upanishadic ideal of
VasudhaivaKutumbakam—the profound
belief that the world is one family. These
teachings are not just abstract ideals; they
are a call to action, urging us to extend our
love and compassion beyond the walls of
our homes, into the lives of those around us.

Growing up in a close-knit neighbourhood, |
was fortunate to witness the power of
neighbourly love firsthand. Our
neighbourhood was not just a collection of
houses; it was a living, breathing organism
where joy and sorrow were shared equally.
One of the most poignant memories from
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my childhood revolves around an elderly
couple who moved into a rented house
nearby. They were in their early seventies,
and their son had abandoned them, leaving
them to fend for themselves with the meagre
savings the old man had from his service.
The old man suffered from a terminal iliness
that caused his head to shake
uncontrollably, and the couple lived a life of
quiet solitude.

My mother, ever empathetic, began to check
in on them occasionally. She would call them
Mausa (Uncle) and Mausi (Aunty), and
gradually, a bond began to form. Whenever
something special was cooked at home—a
rich curry or a festive delicacy—my mother
would send a portion to their house. Over
time, my younger brother and | grew closer
to the couple, and they became like
grandparents to us. Their gratitude was
palpable, and their presence enriched our
lives in ways we could never have imagined.
Through this experience, | learned that
generosity is not about grand gestures; it is
about showing up, evenin the smallest ways,
forthose whoneed us.

Another story from my life underscores the
importance of neighbours in times of need.
In the early 2000s, my father’s job required
him to stay away from home for days at a
time. My mother was left to care for two
infants—my younger brother and me—on
her own. Those days Bhubaneswar was far
more different than today’s hustle-bustle. It
was our neighbours who stepped in to

support my mother. They helped with daily
chores, offered companionship, and
ensured that my mother never felt alone.
Their kindness was a lifeline during those
challenging years, and it taught me that a
strong neighbourhood is like an extended
family, always ready to lend a hand.

Before the mobile phone revolution, our
family was among the handful in our locality
to have a telephone connection. Our home
became a hub of communication, with
neighbours coming by to make or receive
calls. These calls carried news—sometimes
joyous, sometimes heartbreaking. Though
we were not directly related to the events, we
shared in the happiness and sorrow of our
neighbours. Their triumphs felt like our own,
and their losses weighed on our hearts. This
sense of shared experience instilled in me a
deep sense of belonging and taught me that
a neighbourhood is more than just a
physical space—it is a web of
interconnected lives.

These experiences align beautifully with Dr.
Achyuta Samanta’s philosophy of the "Art of
Giving." Dr. Samanta, the founder of KIIT and
KISS, has spent his life championing the
cause of education and empowerment for
the underprivileged. His belief that "giving is
not just an act but a way of life" has inspired
millions to look beyond themselves and
contribute to the greater good. His work
reminds us that the true measure of a
society lies in how it treats its most
vulnerable members. And who are these



members if not our neighbours—the people
who live beside us, whose lives are
intertwined with ours in ways we often
overlook?

The concept of "NeighbourGood" is not new;
it is as old as humanity itself. Literature from
around the world has celebrated the role of
the neighbour as a beacon of hope and
solidarity. In Harper Lee's To Kill a
Mockingbird, Atticus Finch teaches his
children the importance of empathy by
urging them to “climb into someone else'’s
skin and walk around in it." This lesson is at
the heart of being a good neighbour—seeing
the world through another's eyes and acting
with compassion. Similarly, in R.K. Narayan's
Malgudi Days, the fictional town of Malgudi
thrives on the interconnectedness of its
residents, where every act of kindness
ripples through the community.

But what does it mean to bring good to the
neighbourhood in today's fast-paced, often
fragmented world? It begins with a shift in
perspective—a recognition that our
neighbours are not just strangers who
happen to live nearby but integral parts of
our lives. It means reaching out, even when it
feels uncomfortable, and building bridges
where walls might otherwise exist. It means
planting trees whose shade we may never sit
under but will benefit generations to come. It
means creating spaces where everyone
feels seen, heard, and valued.

In my own journey, | have tried to embody
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this spirit of NeighbourGood. A few months
ago, | moved to the other part of the city,
leaving behind the familiar comforts of my
childhood neighbourhood where | had spent
two and half decades of my life. The
transition was challenging, and | often felt
isolated amid towering apartment buildings
and hurried strangers. But then, |
remembered the lessons of my upbringing
and the teachings of Dr. Samanta. | decided
to take the first step. | bought some candles
and pattachitra from KISS (Kalinga Institute
of Social Sciences), handmade by the
students there and introduced myself to my
neighbours. Slowly but surely, connections
began to form. We started a weekly book
club, organized community clean-up drives,
and even celebrated festivals together.
What began as a simple act of reaching out
blossomed into a vibrant network of support
and friendship.

This experience taught me that the act of
giving is not a one-way street; it is a
reciprocal exchange that enriches both the
giver and the receiver. When we give our
time, our resources, or even a listening ear,
we create a ripple effect that extends far
beyond the immediate moment. As Dr.
Samanta often says, "The more you give, the
more you receive.” This is not a transactional
statement but a profound truth about the
interconnectedness of all life.

The beauty of NeighbourGood lies in its
simplicity. It does not require wealth or
resources; it requires only an open heart and
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a willingness to act. It is the child who shares
their toys, the teenager who helps an elderly
neighbour carry grocery, the professional
who mentors a young person in their
community. It is the collective effort of
individuals who understand that their well-
being is tied to the well-being of those
around them.

As | reflect on the theme of NeighbourGood, |
am reminded of the words of the Isha
Upanishad: "Tena TyaktenaBhunijitha"(Enjoy
life by renunciation). This does not mean
renouncing the world but renouncing
selfishness and embracing the joy of giving.
By embracing the principles of the "Art of
Giving,” we can transform our communities
into havens of compassion and solidarity.
We can create a world where no one is left

behind, where every act of kindness, no
matter how small, contributes to the greater
good.

In the end, NeighbourGood is not just about
bringing good to the neighbourhood; it is
about rediscovering the goodness within us.
Itis aboutrealizing that we are all neighbours
in this vast, interconnected world, and that
our greatest strength lies in our ability to care
for one another. As Dr. Achyuta Samanta's
life so beautifully demonstrates, the art of
giving is not just a philosophy—it is a way of
life, a path to a brighter, more
compassionate future.

Let us all strive to be good neighbours, today
andevery day.



Prof. Achyuta Samanta
Founder, Art of Giving

ne of the flagship initiatives under

the Art of Giving is the “Education

for All” campaign, which upholds
the belief that every child deserves access to
quality education. Aligned with UNESCO's
global vision of universal education, this
initiative is rooted in my conviction that
educationis the third eye that opens doors to
infinite possibilities. | have passionately
championed this cause since 2015, believing
that education is the most effective tool to
combat poverty, hunger, and inequality.

Through the Education for All campaign, Art
of Giving reaches out to marginalized
communities, working to bridge the gap in
educational access. In 2024, the movement
gained momentum with an extensive
outreach program, where faculty members
of KIIT volunteered to return to their
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Education for All -
Spreading the Light
of Knowledge

hometowns to conduct workshops and
awareness campaigns. Spanning over 100
locations, these sessions engaged parents,
guardians, and students, reinforcing the
importance of education in shaping a
brighter future. Imagine educators spending
their personal time in remote villages,
inspiring families to prioritize schooling for
their children—this is the transformative
power of community-driven initiatives. By
sharing real-life success stories and
practical solutions, these volunteers have
been planting seeds of hope in countless
communities.

A defining moment of this campaign is the
Mini Marathon for Education, an event that
turns the abstract idea of educational rights
into a powerful public movement. Organized
annually on the last Sunday of January, this
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marathon serves as a symbolic rallying cry
for universal education. This year, on
January 25, 2025, the event was held with
grand enthusiasm across 37 locations in
Odisha and 65 locations across India, even
extending to international cities. Thousands
of people from all walks of life came together
to run for education. A special highlight was
the “Pattathon” in Bhubaneswar, where
6,000 women, many from KIIT, KISS, and KIMS,
ran a 5-kilometer stretch in traditional
sarees. The sight of women breaking
stereotypes, running with determination,
and advocating for education was nothing
short of inspiring generations.

“I ran today so that every child can have a
chance to learn,” said a college student
beaming after completing the race. “Being
part of this marathon makes me hopeful that
our collective effort can change lives.” By
literally taking the cause to the streets, the
Education for All campaign has made the
pursuit of knowledge an energetic, inclusive,
and unstoppable movement.

Mega Blood Donation Drive - Giving the Gift
ofLife

While Education for All nurtures the future
through knowledge, the Mega Blood
Donation Drive sustains lives in the most
direct way possible. This annual initiative,
which has become a hallmark of the Art of
Giving, is a testament to selfless service.
Every year, thousands of
individuals—students, faculty, staff, and

members of the public—come forward to
donate blood, recognizing it as a vital service
to humanity.

Safe blood is a lifeline for hospitals, often
making the difference between life and
death. Whether it is for accident victims,
mothers in complicated childbirth or
children battling blood disorders, timely
blood transfusions are crucial. The Mega
Blood Donation Drive aims to address this
pressing need by promoting voluntary, life-
saving donations. Beyond collecting blood,
the initiative raises awareness about the
importance of donating blood regularly and
eliminating misconceptions surroundingit.

The impact of this campaign has grown
exponentially. Many young volunteers step
forward for the first time during these drives,
shedding fears and embracing the
philosophy that one pint of blood can save
up to three lives. “Donating blood is a small
act for one person, but it can mean the world
to someone else,” shared a first-time donor,
proudly sporting the bandage on his arm.
“Knowing that my blood might save a life is
the bestfeelinginthe world.”

This year, the campaign reached new
heights. On January 11, 2025, KIIT hosted a
Mega Blood Donation Camp, witnessing an
overwhelming response. By the end of the
day, an astounding 3,000 units of blood had
been collected—a record-breaking
achievement. KIIT & KISS aims to facilitate
60,000 units of blood donations annually



through drives held across all 30 districts of
Odisha.

Each unit of blood collected will be sent to
hospitals and blood banks, offering a lifeline
to those in critical need. The far-reaching
impact of this initiative is immeasurable.
Every donation represents a heartbeat
sustained, a second chance at life granted,
and a family’'s hope restored. The Mega
Blood Donation Drive perfectly aligns with
the Art of Giving ethos—offering a part of
oneself for the well-being of another. There is
no reward, no recognition—only the
satisfaction of having done something
profoundly humane.

The Art of Giving movement continues to
grow, leaving an indelible mark on society.
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Through Education for All and the Mega
Blood Donation Drive, it has showcased how
simple acts of kindness can transform lives.
These initiatives serve as powerful reminders
that we all have the ability to give, whether it
is knowledge, resources, or even a part of
ourselves. As we celebrate the success of
these campaigns, we must remember, that
the work is not yet completed. There are
more children to educate, more lives to save,
and more hearts to touch. The good news for
us is that every person can be a part of this
movement. Whether through volunteering,
donating, or spreading awareness, each
contribution adds to a larger narrative of
hope and change. When we give selflessly,
we do notlose; we gain a better world.
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Anwesha Das

n today’s fast-paced world, it is easy to

become absorbed in our own lives and

overlook those around us who may be
struggling. However, after seeing the
enormous charitable drives undertaken by
the Art of Giving, fuelled by the inspiration
from the Honourable founder of KIIT and KISS,
Professor Achyuta Samanta, we have come
to realize that supporting our neighbours in
times of need is not just an act of kindness—it
is the fundamental pillar for building a
strong, compassionate community. When
we take the initiative to help, we foster
deeper connections, enhance social
cohesion, and create a network of support
that benefits everyone involved. | believe
that is what is meant by the term
‘NeighbourGood'.

| have always believed that acts of kindness
extend beyond those who receive help; they
profoundly impact those who provide it as

Helping Our
Neighbours in Need:
Building Stronger
Communities

well. Offering assistance strengthens our
sense of belonging, enhances emotional
well-being, and cultivates a spirit of
generosity. Studies have shown that
‘bringing good' I. e.acts of altruism can lead
to increased happiness, reduced stress, and
even improved health outcomes.
Moreover,stepping forward to help others
encourages personal growth, broadens our
perspectives, and strengthens our ability to
empathize with different life circumstances.

For instance, | recall a time when our family’s
neighbour, Mrs. Panigrahi, struggled to care
for her husband, who had been diagnosed
with Alzheimer's Disease. She was in her
seventies, while her husband, also elderly,
required constant care. Their only daughter
lived in a different city, making it difficult for
her to visit regularly. Although they had a
caregiver, it was often insufficient.
Recognizing this challenge, my mother



began preparing meals for them and
assisting with errands. This small yet
consistent act of kindness not only eased
their burden but also brought our families
closer together, proving that alittle effort can
have a profoundimpact.

However, it is rather difficult to recognize
when a neighbour requires help and
empathy. My parents have said that, most
often, changes in behaviour or appearance
can serve as indicators—someone who was
once social may become withdrawn, a once
well-maintained home may start showing
signs of neglect, or a usually independent
individual might begin struggling with
everyday tasks. Financial or emotional
distress can manifest in subtle ways, such as
unpaid bills piling up, erratic schedules, or
visible stress, although that is hard for
younger people to spot, and adults might be
able torecognize those signs better.

This is where building genuine relationships
with our neighbours becomes so important,
because it allows us to understand their
circumstances better. By showing concern
and asking thoughtful questions, we can
gain insights into their struggles and
determine how best to assist them. | have
seen that firsthand, when a friend of mine,
Namrata, once noticed that her elderly
neighbour, Mr. Jena, was having trouble
carrying his groceries. Offering to help, she
soon discovered that he was struggling
financially. By simply reaching out, she was
able to connect him with resources that
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could ease his situation.

Thus we can see that bringing good to our
neighbours does not always require grand
gestures—small, thoughtful actions can
make a significant difference. We could
provide emotional support: sometimes,
lending a listening ear is enough. Many
people simply need someone who will listen
to them without judgment, offering comfort
and companionship.Simple acts like grocery
shopping, helping with meal preparation or
household chores can ease the burden on
those facing physical or financial
challenges.

And if direct financial help is not feasible for
us, then at least we can connect neighbours
who need assistance with local NGOs or
social services. That too can be immensely
beneficial, because that creates a support
network. Then we can also encourage
community participation, such as forming
neighbourhood groups or volunteer circles,
which can foster long-term assistance and
strengthen social bonds.

For example, when our neighbour, Mrs. Patel,
broke her hip, our community came together
to ensure she had nutritious meals,
assistance with errands, and access to
support services. Since she lived alone, we
also connected her with local NGOs and
helplines for additional aid. Younger
members of the neighbourhood, who could
not do the adult tasks, checked in regularly,
proving that collective effort can transform
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individual struggles into shared
responsibilities.

The problem is that, despite good intentions,
many people do not know how to help. There
are several factors which discourage people
from extending their assistance. Some fear
to intrude, some lack the time, and some are
uncertain about how to assist. Some people
have personal biases against neighbours
who belong to a different religion, or state, or
caste etc. than can create mental block and
hesitancy. Also in today’'s world, where
privacy concerns are paramount, people
may feel apprehensive about stepping into
someone else’s personal matters.

| really feel that overcoming these barriers
requires awareness and intentional effort.
We can educate ourselves about local
resources, support groups, and emergency
helplines; this will enable us to guide those in
need toward professional assistance.
Building trust through consistent, friendly
interactions will also foster a supportive
environment where people feel comfortable
seeking help. While practicing empathy is

easier said than done, it remains the
cornerstone of meaningful connections.
Even if we cannot provide direct assistance,
simply pointing a struggling neighbour
toward available resources can be life-
changing.

Helping our neighbours in need is not just
about charity—it is about ‘bringing good'i. e.
fostering a culture of care and mutual
support. By extending a helping hand, we
strengthen our communities, enhance our
own sense of purpose, and create an
environment where no one feels alone in
their struggles. Small acts of kindness, when
multiplied, have the power to transform
entire neighbourhoods into places of
warmth and security. Let us take action, look
out for one another, and contribute to a
society where compassion is not an
exception but a way of life. Let us be not just
neighbours, but’NeighbourGood'.

“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.” —
Mahatma Gandhi



Chinmaya Kumar Das

reat thy neighbor as thyself is a

phrase from the Bible, meaning to

treat others with the same kindness,
respect & consideration that you would want
to receive yourself, essentially , it is a call to
practice empathy and act with compassion
towards others, as if they were you. This
concept is closely related to the “Golden
Rule”, which states that one should treat
others asthey would like to be treated.

In Bharat e India, we vouch for the policy of
Vasdhudhaiva Kutumbakam “i.e the whole
world is one family. The phrase “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam” is taken from ancient Indian
texts, particularly the Maha Unpanishad &
the Hitopadesha. . These texts are part of
India’'s rich cultural and philosophical
heritage. These words hold much
significance in the present strife torn world.
Two internecine wars namely the three year
old Ukraine-Russian conflict in Eastern
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Neighbour Good :
Bringing Good to
Neighborhood

Europe & the Middle East turmoil between
Israel & Hamas for control over the Gaza strip
with Iran & Lebanon taking sides loom over
the world that may escalate into a global
conflict. These wars have not only resulted in
huge loss of life & property, but have
threatened an entire generation with
starvation, economic depravity & terrible
miseries. It may take years to rebuild the
communities, infrastructure & economy &
that too at what cost. Time & again it is
proved that armed conflicts are no solution
todisputes.

These are only expression of ego & greed of
few power crazy despots which result in the
annihilation of innocent civilians, destruction
of livelihood & wiping out infrastructure.
History has been a silent witness to this time
& again. The recent break down of talks
between USA & Ukraine with the former trying
to mediate a cease fire do not auger well for
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the world as most of the European allies of
Ukraine stand in solidarity with the war
ravaged country & very likely continue with
their armed conflict.

Let alone this global disruption of life &
property. If we take closer look towards our
very own lives in the innumerable towns &
villages of our own country, we find that the
citizens can never remain at peace & live a
good life if our immediate neighbors are
affected & afflicted. Looking back, today’s
technological advancement & high speed
net worked communication systems have
reduced this vast world into a small village.
In this milieu, if something happens in one
part of the world, the whole globe is affected.

On the other hand, the climate changes after
effects have begun to have tell-tale effects
on vast regions the world over. Warmer
temperatures over time zones are changing
weather patterns and disrupting the usual
balance of nature. This poses many risks to
human beings & other forms of life on earth.
Changes in temperatures cause changes in
rainfall frequency. These result in more
severe and frequent storms triggering
flooding, landslides & destroying homes,
communities & huge loss to the economy.
Water is becoming a scarce commodity in
many habitations. Deserts are expanding,
reducing arable land for growing food &
grazing fields for the domesticated animails
escalating a global crisis to feed the masses.

All the above happenings point towards a

single distressful development.. Today
human kind faces the threat to their very
existence & so also to other species. We can
no longer live in our self constructed ivory
towers in self isolation & close our eyes to our
immediate & distant neighborhood. Itis time,
we sink or swim together. Befittingly the
message of “One World, One Planet & One
Future”is the call of the day.

As we are about to celebrate the 12th edition
of “ International Day of Art of Giving”, the
theme for the Year 2025 Neighbour Good :
Bringing Good to Neighborhood is very
appropriate & signifies the vision in the light
of the global developments.

Now looking back inside our own lanes, by
lanes & small communities, it is pertinent to
note that the more considerate, caring &
empathetic attitude we have towards our
own immediate neighborhood, life will
become more beautiful & sustainable for us.
By helping each other, we can build a more
secure & better tomorrow. We all can
contribute in our own little ways in making
our neighborhood more symbiotic &
conducive for a happy life. A little help for
somebody in need, a word of sympathy for
somebody in distress, some food &
nourishment for the hungry, a little care for a
lonely elderly person make a world of
differenceintheirlives.

Hence all we need is a caring heart to
outpour these goodies to sustain life amidst
allthe vicissitudes of daily grind.



Queen Sarkar

here’'s something profoundly

reassuring about knowing that the

people who live next door, down the
street, or across the lane are more than just
distant figures in passing. They are part of a
shared rhythm, an unspoken thread that
connects lives in ways often unseen but
deeply felt. | have always believed that a
neighborhood isn't just a collection of
houses; it's a living, breathing entity shaped
by the people who inhabit it. And sometimes,
amidst the daily routines, you stumble upon
moments that remind you of the sheer
goodness that exists within it. My journey with
NeighbourGood has been one of those rare,
beautiful experiences that reaffirm faith in
human connections. It began as a simple
realization—how often do we truly engage
with the people around us? In an era where
digital interactions have replaced genuine
conversations, the idea of a close-knit
community seemed like a relic of the past.
But all it takes is one spark to ignite
something meaningful.
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NeighbourGood:
The Act of Giving,
Growing, and
Belonging

After joining KIIT, | remember the first time
they took us on a campus tour. It wasn't just
the grand infrastructure or the academic
excellence that left an impression—it was
something far more humane. As we passed
KISS, | saw students who had come from
some of the most challenging backgrounds,
yet their eyes held dreams brighter than any
obstacle they had faced. It was a moment of
quiet realization, a reminder that the
greatest transformations begin with
opportunity and compassion. That was my
first indirect encounter with the vision of our
honourable founder Prof. (Dr) Achyuta
Samanta, a man whose relentless pursuit of
social good has redefined education,
empowerment, and community service. His
work through KISS and AOG is not just about
providing resources; it's about instilling
dignity, hope, and the belief that every
individual, regardless of their circumstances,
deserves a chance. His impact made me
reflect on the spaces we occupy and the
roles we play in shaping them. It made me
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wonder—how often do we overlook the
power of kindness in our own backyards?
NeighbourGood isn't just about organized
efforts; it's about the simple, everyday
gestures that transform spaces into homes,
streets into shared experiences, and
neighborhoods into families.

There was a time when my neighborhood felt
like any other—a place where people
exchanged polite smiles but rarely
conversations. But one afternoon, as |
watched an elderly man struggle with his
grocery bags, instinct took over. A small act,
insignificant in the grand scheme of things,
yet it sparked something larger. That day, |
learned his name, his stories, and his
struggles. He had lived here for decades, yet
until that moment, he had been invisible in
plain sight. It made me wonder—how many
other stories were waiting to be heard? From
there, the connections grew organically. A
simple lending hand turned into shared
meals, impromptu gatherings, and
newfound warmth that made entering our
apartment feel different. It was no longer just
my place—it was ours, a space where people
mattered, where kindness wasn’t scheduled
but instinctive. The beauty of
NeighbourGood lies in this effortless
reciprocity, the realization that goodness is
not an isolated virtue but a ripple effect. It
starts small—helping someone carry a bag,
checkinginon asick neighbor, leaving a note
of appreciation for the housekeeping staff.
But those small actions multiply, creating an
environment where people feel seen, valued,
and supported. There’s an undeniable
magic in knowing that when life throws its

inevitable challenges, there’'s a network of
hearts ready to catch you. | have seen it in
the way my neighbors rallied around a
family in need, in the way a child’s laughter
became the glue that brought strangers
together, in the quiet understanding
exchanged through a simple “How are you?”
that actually means something.

Honourable Samanta sir's philosophy is a
profound reminder that true greatness is
measured not by personal success but by
the lives we uplift. What makes his
philosophy extraordinary is its simplicity—it
is rooted in everyday humanity. It is in the
food shared without hesitation, the
knowledge imparted without barriers, the
hands extended without expecting anything
in return. Through his life’s work, he has
proven that giving is not just about
philanthropy; it is about creating an
ecosystem where kindness fuels progress,
where no one is invisible, and where the true
measure of success is the number of people
who rise with you.

We often speak of changing the world, but
the real change begins here—in the places
we live, with the people we see every day.
NeighbourGood isn’t a grand mission; it's a
mindset, a reminder that being there for one
another is the simplest yet most profound
way to make a difference. And as | look
around my neighborhood today, | see not
just buildings, but a close knit fabric of
interconnected lives, woven together by
something far stronger than
proximity—genuine, heartfelt human
connection.



Dr. Shraddha Dhal

he philosophy of ‘Art of Giving’ (AoG),

envisioned by Dr. Achyuta Samanta,

has always been my source of
inspiration to practice kindness, empathy,
and selflessness in daily life. Therefore, the
2025 theme, ‘NeighbourGood: Bringing Good
to the Neighbourhood’, resonated deeply with
me.l live in a small yet diverse locality where
people from different walks of life coexist.
However, | had often noticed an invisible wall-
people lived close but were disconnected.
The elderly had been struggling to complete
daily chores, while often yearning for physical,
mental,and above all, emotional support.

In a world that often moves too fast, genuine
concern for others is sometimes overlooked.
Therefore, inspired by Dr. Samanta’s ideology
of creating a world driven by compassion, |,
along with a few of my neighbourhood
friends, and acquaintances decided to starta
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"Building Bridges,
Not Walls- Creating
a Culture of Carein
Our Neighbourhoods!”

neighbourhood initiative to create ripples of
positive change.

My realization of the need for elderly care
came during one of my visits to Care Hospital
in Bhubaneswar with my sister and father for
his regular health check-up. While waiting, |
noticed an elderly couple who had also come
for consultation and tests. They could barely
walk and needed support for every step of the
process.

My sister, moved by their condition,
immediately stepped in to offer her support,
ensuring their consultation and tests went
smoothly, making the process hassle-free.
Seeing their struggle and my sister’'s kindness,
| recognized the need for improved physical
and emotional well-being for the elderly and
decided to take a step for the senior citizensin
my locality- the ‘Elderly Care Circle’,where
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volunteers from the neighbourhood
dedicated time to assist senior citizens with
errands, medical check-ups, and
companionship. Inspired by the AoG principle
of giving without expectations, we discovered
that small gestures like reading to an elderly
neighbour, helping them with grocery
shopping, accompanying them to the
hospital in need, or simply lending an
earmade a world of difference.

We also introduced a weekly ‘Elderly Social
Hour’ on Sundays where senior citizens could
gather, share experiences, and participate in
recreational activities like music, storytelling,
and light exercises. This not only improved
their emotional well-being but also
strengthened the bonds between

generations, creating a true sense of
belongingness.

Today, as | reflect on this journey, | am
reminded that giving is an art that everyone
can master. It does not require wealth or
power- just a heart wiling to make a
difference. With the ‘Art of Giving’ as our
guiding light, we can foster a culture of giving
within our neighbourhoods so as to bridge
gaps, strengthen relationships, and uplift
those in need, therebyturning our
neighbourhoods into havens of goodness,
where humanity flourishes and everyone
feels valued, heard, and caredfor.
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17th May

NeighbourGood

Bringing Good to the Neighbourhood.

This year, the Art of Giving celebrates the theme *NeighbourGood: Bringing Good to the
Neighbourhood*, inspiring a culture of kindness and togetherness right where we live.
NeighbourGood invites us to reconnect with our communities by sharing meals, offering help,
gifting small joys, or spending time with those in need, fostering stronger and more compassionate
neighborhoods. Guided by the vision of Prof. Achyuta Samanta, who believes in the transformative
power of giving, this movement encourages us to make kindness a way of life. By embracing the
spirit of NeighbourGood, we can create ripples of positivity, strengthen bonds, and build happier,
more inclusive communities.

. Art of Giviﬁg (ASG)

AOG 2025 THemeLauncy

eighbourgood

Bringing Good to the NelghBourhood




An Art Of Giving initiative

MEGA BLOOD
DONATION CAMP

A mega blood donation camp was organized by
KIIT & KISS on T1th January, 2025, and a record
3,000 units of blood donations were made. As one
of the initiatives of the Art of Giving, this blood
donation camp was inaugurated by Dr. Achyuta
Samanta, Founder, KIIT, KISS & KIMS. KIIT and KISS
will organize such kind of mega blood donation
camps in 30 districts of Odisha throughout the
year, and the collected blood will be supplied to
various blood banks in the state, he announced.
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11th January 2025
Biju Patnaik Indoor Stadium, Campus-13
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Education for All Mini-Marathon

(An Art of Giving Initiative)

The ‘Education for All' Mini-Marathon was organized by KIIT-DU on 25th January 2025
across all districts of Odisha and various cities in India and abroad. This year, the
marathonwas held in 37locations across Odisha and more than 65 places across India
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Pearls from
Prof. Achyuta Samanta

Giving quality education to a deprived child
is like giving sight to the blind.

Be obliged, not ungrateful.
Given opportunity, the weak too can excel

Educating a girl child is equal to educating
generations thereafter

Positivity is the best way to sustainable
success

Practice kindness. It may be a little
painstaking, but it doesn't cost a fortune.
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