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Art of Giving

—A way of Life —

Art of Giving: A Way of Life by Achyuta Samanta,
published by Rupa Publications, is an inspiring
book that explores how selfless giving can
transform lives and society. Drawing from his
own journey—rising from extreme poverty to
founding renowned Institutions—Dr Samanta
shows that true happiness is found in acts of
kindness and compassion. The book encourages
readers to embrace the Art of Giving as a path to
personal fulfillment and societal harmony.
Readers are encouraged to pick up this uplifting
book, reflect on its message, and share it with
others.
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Founded in 2013

by Prof. Achyuta Samanta,
Art of Giving is a humanitarian
movement engaged in
spreading peace and

happiness.
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Fromm The

Chief Editor’'s Desk

Prof. Achyuta Samanta

Founder, Art of Giving, KIIT, KISS & KIMS

e are all so happy that “Art of

Giving” which started as a small

celebration of human values
amidst a selected Group, has grown into a
global movement in the last -12- years
cutting across caste, creed & religion. Today
people from all walks of life voluntarily
contribute & join the movement to spread
love, peace, happiness & contentment for
others through gestures of kindness and

generosity as we had primarily envisaged.

This year, we had selected the message,
“Neighbourgood, bringing good to the
Neighbourhood” as the theme for celebration.
Expanding further, when we talk of
neighborhoods, automatically in our mind'’s
eye, we frame a picture of small children from
various households in a community coming
together in groups playing games & enjoying
their times with gay abandon. It is needless to

mention that childhood is the most enjoyable

period of our lives which we spend without
any burden of living. Doting parents,
grandparents & all good things of life are
often the icing on the cake during this golden

phase of life.

| for myself was not that lucky like better off
people, as fate pushed me to fight for my
existence having been deprived of the love &
security of my father, who passed away when
| was only four. Before | could understand
anything, the world around me came
cascading down & | started working to help
my widowed mother to support the
household. Playing games was a luxury forme
in those days which | could ill afford. But
somehow | always enjoyed seeing other
children making merry. Even today after
decades of struggle & organization building
work, | always mandatorily visit my native
village at Kalarabanka during festivities like

Dewali & distribute sweetmeats & crackers to



the children. This act makes me very happy as
| relive my bygone days by witnessing their
glowing eyes. The first -25- years of my life, |
struggled for my food & now | continue to
struggle to provide food, education &
livelihood to 80,000 indigenous children from

the tribal hinter land of our nation.

As we all know, Art of Giving as a philosophy
teaches us to give without any expectation of
return. It is said, “Child is the father of the
man.” Hence a thought came to my mind as
to dedicate the November-2025 issue of the
quarterly magazine to the children of our
land. We have christened this issue as
“Children’s Special” as majority of the articles
are penned by students, studying in various
grades. The articles carry the memorable
experiences of our younger generation & also
give an insight about their understanding of
AOG. | am also happy that the issue also
carries two articles from two Research

Scholars from our very own KISS-DU.

Incidentally we are also celebrating
November 14th as Children’s Day (Bal Diwas)
to commemorate the Birth Day of Pandit

Jawaharlal Nehru, our first Prime Minister,
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popularly known as Chacha Nehru amongst
millions of his admirers. Children were very
dear to Pandit Nehru & he envisioned a new &

emerging nation from their cheerful faces.

Today our Country has marched ahead post
Independence & had made her mark in the
comity of great nations in the field of
education, health care, self sufficiency in food
grain production & science & technology.
Today we dream of an ATMA NIRVAR & VIKSHIT
BHARAT. Yet the menace of child labour, drop
outs, starvation & exploitation still affect
multitudes of our children. We can ill afford to
neglect tomorrow’s flag bearers of our great
nation & let them fight their own battles being
robbed of theirinnocent childhood.

We the family Members of Art of Giving
Movement has resolved to create awareness
about this crucial issue, create empathy &
hand hold our little angels for a better
tomorrow.

| wish a happy reading to all our Esteemed
Readers & request them to join us in this effort

of nation building.

\/\A«W‘g

Prof. Achyuta Samanta
Founder, Art of Giving, KIIT, KISS & KIMS
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ART OF GIVING PROMOTES
CHILDREN'S DAY IN INDIA -
Celebrating Childhood,
Honoring a Legacy

Editorial Board

very year on November 14, schools

across India transform into festivals of

joy. Children arrive dressed in colorful
clothesinstead of uniforms; classrooms buzz
with games and performances, and the air
fills with laughter and celebration. This is
Children’'s Day ( Bal Diwas)—- India's annual
tribute to childhood and a commemoration
of the Birth Day one of the nation's most
beloved leaders, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
But Children’s Day is more than just a day off
from regular classes. It represents India’'s
commitment to its youngest citizens,
recognition of childhood as a sacred phase
of life, and a reminder of our collective
responsibility towards the next generation.

The Origins: A Global Movement and Indian
Legacy

The story of Children's Day in India
intertwines global movements for children’s
rights with the legacy of India's first Prime
Minister. Globally, Children's Day has its roots
in the aftermath of World War |, when
children's welfare gained international
attention. The League of Nations adopted

the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the
Child in 1924, marking one of the first
international commitments to child welfare.
The United Nations established Universal
Children's Day on November 20, 1954, to
promote international togetherness and
awareness among children worldwide. This
date commemorates the adoption of the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child
in1989. India initially observed Children's Day
on November 20. However, following Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru's death on May 27, 1964,
the Indian Parliament unanimously passed a
resolution to commemorate his birthday,
November 14, as Children’'s Day. This decision
reflected Nehru's deep affection for children
and his vision for their future.

Chacha Nehru: The Man Who Loved
Children

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru shared an
extraordinary bond with children. They
affectionately called him "Chacha Nehru”, a
title he cherished deeply. Nehru believed
that children were the real strength of a



nation and the foundation of society. He
often said, "The children of today will make
the India of tomorrow. The way we bring
them up will determine the future of the
country.” Nehru's love for children wasn't
merely philosophical - it was genuine and
personal. He would be seen surrounded by
children during his visits across the country,
listening to their stories, playing with them,
and treating them with respect and dignity.
He wore a rose on his jacket, and children
would often pluck it as a souvenir, a gesture
he welcomed with asmile.

His educational policies reflected his
commitment to children. Under his
leadership, India established premier
institutions like lITs, [IMs, and AIIMS, laid the
foundation for scientific research, and
prioritized education in national
development. The establishment of the
Central Social Welfare Board in 1953
demonstrated his dedication to improving
children’'s lives beyond just education.
Nehru's vision extended beyond academic
achievement. He believed in nurturing well-
rounded individuals — children who were
healthy, creative, curious, and
compassionate. His famous quote captures
this holistic vision: "Children are like buds in a
garden and should be carefully and lovingly
nurtured, as they are the future of the nation
and the citizens of tomorrow."

The Significance: Why This Day Matters

Children's Day serves multiple crucial
purposes in Indian society. First and
foremost, it celebrates childhood itself
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recognizing that this phase of life deserves
protection, nurturing, and joy. In a country
where millions of children face poverty, child
labor, and lack of access to education,
dedicating a day to celebrate childhood also
serves as a stark reminder of unfinished
work. The day emphasizes children’s rights to
education, healthcare, safety, and
development. It brings national attention to
issues affecting children like the persistent
problem of child labor despite legal bans,
the millions who remain out of school,
stubborn malnutrition rates, and challenges
of child safety in both physical and digital
spaces.

Children’'s Day also celebrates childhood
innocence and potential. It reminds adults
that every child, regardless of background,
carries infinite possibilities. It challenges
societal prejudices by placing all children on
equal footing — at least for one day. Whether
from a metropolitan city or a remote village,
every child deserves celebration. Moreover,
the day honors educators and all those who
work with children — parents, caregivers,
social workers, healthcare professionals,
and policymakers who contribute to
children's wellbeing.

How India Celebrates: Traditions across the
Nation

Children’'s Day celebrations vary across
India, reflecting the country's diversity while
sharing common themes. In schools, the day
typically involves role reversal — teachers
organize games, performances, and
activities for students instead of regular
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classes. Some schools have teachers
perform skits and dances, much to the
delight of students who usually occupy the
stage. Cultural programs are central to
celebrations. Children participate in drawing
competitions, fancy dress contests, dance
performances, and singing competitions.
Many schools organize sports events, magic
shows, puppet shows, and movie
screenings. The emphasis is on fun,
creativity, and giving children agency.
Sweets and special meals are distributed in
schools, and children often receive small
gifts or prizes. Many institutions organize
picnics or educational trips to museums,
science centers, or historical monuments,
combining enjoyment with learning.

Beyond schools, various organizations mark
the day. Child welfare organizations raise
awareness about children’'s rights and
issues. UNICEF India and numerous NGOs
organize special events highlighting child
protection, education, and health. The
government often announces new policies
or schemes related to child welfare. Media
plays a significant role too. Television
channels air special programs featuring
children’s content and documentaries about
child achievers. Newspapers publish special
supplements focusing on children's
achievements, challenges, and aspirations.

Evolution over the Decades: Changing
Celebrations

Children’s Day celebrations have evolved
significantly since 1964, reflecting broader

changes in Indian society. In the initial
decades, celebrations were simpler and
more formal — primarily speeches about
Nehru's life, his contributions, and his vision
for children. Schools organized essay
competitions on topics like "Pandit Nehru
and Children.” The 1980s and 1990s saw
celebrations becoming more child-centric
and interactive. The focus shifted from
merely honoring Nehru to actively
celebrating children. Games, sports, and
cultural activities took precedence over
formal programs. The digital revolution of
the 2000s brought another transformation.
Online competitions, digital greeting cards,
and virtual celebrations emerged. Schools
started using multimedia presentations and
videos. Social media platforms now buzz
with Children's Day posts. Recent years have
seen increased focus on inclusivity. Special
attention is given to differently-abled
children, with schools organizing inclusive
activities. There's greater awareness about
ensuring that marginalized children — those
fromm economically weaker sections, tribal
communities, or conflict-affected areas are
included. The COVID-19 pandemic forced
innovations. Virtual celebrations became
the norm, with online games, competitions,
and performances. Schools sent activity kits
to children's homes, and virtual talent shows
kept the spirit alive despite physical
distancing. Contemporary celebrations
increasingly incorporate social awareness.
Children participate in activities promoting
environmental conservation, digital literacy,
gender equality, and social harmony. The



day has become an opportunity to instill
values alongside providing entertainment.

The Redlity Check: Challenges Facing
Indian Children

While celebrations are joyous, Children's Day
also serves as an annual checkpoint on
India's progress toward children’'s welfare.
Despite six decades since Nehru's passing,
many of his dreams remain unfulfilled.
Education, while more accessible than ever,
still leaves millions behind. The Annual Status
of Education Report reveals gaps in learning
outcomes, with many children unable to
read or perform basic mathematics at
grade level. The pandemic exacerbated
learning losses, particularly affecting first-
generation learners. Child labor remains
persistent despite legal protections. The 2011
census counted 10.1 million child laborers,
though the actual number is likely higher.
Children work in homes, fields, factories, and
streets when they should be in schools.
Malnutrition continues to stunt growth and
development. According to NFHS-5 data,
35.5% of children under five are stunted, and
32.1% are underweight. These statistics
represent millions of childhoods
compromised, potentials limited, and
futures curtailed. Child safety concerns have
evolved with technology. While traditional
threats like physical abuse and trafficking
persist,new dangers have emerged in digital
spaces. Cyber bullying, online predators,
and inappropriate content exposure create
risks earlier generations never faced. Mental
health challenges among children are rising,
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yet awareness and support systems remain
inadequate. Academic pressure, family
expectations, and social media comparison
contribute to increasing anxiety and
depression among even young children.

Looking Forward: Beyond One Day of
Celebration

As India progresses, Children's Day must
evolve beyond symbolic celebration to
become a catalyst for substantive change.
Some schools and organizations have
already begun this transformation, using the
day to launch year-long initiatives -
scholarship programs, mental health
awareness campaigns, digital literacy
drives, or environmental projects led by
children. There's growing recognition that
celebrating children on one day a year while
ignoring their needs the other 364 days has
little value. Progressive educators and child
rights advocates push for making every day
about children's welfare. Technology offers
new possibilities. Online platforms can
connect children across India’s vast
geography, facilitating cultural exchange
and breaking stereotypes. Digital tools can
personalize learning, making education
more accessible and effective. The National
Education Policy 2020 represents a shift
toward holistic development, reduced
academic pressure, and experiential
learning — principles Nehru would have
appreciated. Its successful implementation
could fundamentally transform Indian
education. Increasingly, children themselves
are becoming agents of change. Young
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climate activists, social entrepreneurs,
inventors, and advocates are not waiting for
adulthood to make their voices heard.
Children’s Day celebrations increasingly
provide platforms for children to speak
about issues affecting them, shifting from
adults talking about children to children
speaking forthemselves.

ADay toReflectand Recommit

Children’s Day in India is simultaneously a
celebration, a remembrance, and a call to
action. It celebrates the joy, innocence, and
potential of childhood. It remembers
Chacha Nehru's vision of a nation where
every child thrives. And it calls us to action -
to bridge the gap between our ideals and
reality. Nehru once wrote, "The only way to
reform them is to win them over with love. So
long as you cannot appeal to their hearts,
you cannot make them see.” This philosophy
should guide our approach to children — not
juston November 14, but every day.

As we celebrate Children’'s Day 2025, let us
ask ourselves: What would Chacha Nehru
think of India's children today? He would
surely be proud of the progress — millions
more children in schools, dramatic
reductions in child mortality, technological
access unimaginable in his era. But he would
also be concerned about children still left
behind, the pressures modern children face,
and the erosion of play and creativity in
childhood. This Children's Day, let us
recommit to Nehru's vision. Let us work
toward an India where every child,
regardless of birth , can access quality
education, healthcare, safety, and
opportunities. Let us create a society that
values childhood, protects innocence while
building capability, and recognizes that
investing in children is investing in our
collective future. Happy Children's Day to
every child in India. May you grow with love,
learn with joy, and build the India of your
dreams.



he most profound movements often

begin quietly, without publicity or

grand announcements. Such is the
story of The Art of Giving. A philosophy that
emerged from the lived experience of Dr.
Achyuta Samanta.A man who knew poverty
intimately from childhood and discovered
that joy comes not from accumulating
wealth, but from sharing whatever we have
with others. On May 17, 2013, this thought
transformed into a global movement.One
that today touches millions and challenges
our basic understanding of happiness,
community and what it truly means to be
humane. What started as a personal journey
has become a revolution of humanity
spreading across continents.

Understanding the Roots of the Movement

It would be unfair to discuss Art of Giving as
just another charitable initiative if we don't
understand where it originated. Dr. Samanta

The Art of Giving:
Kindness That
Transforms
Neighborhoods

Tilakram Naik

lost his father at age four, leaving him to
grow up without fatherly support in the rural
village of Odisha with his mother and six
siblings. They had almost nothing. Yet at five
years old, while struggling for his own meails,
he began giving small portions of his own
share of food to other needy children in his
neighborhood. This wasn't calculated
charity or planned philanthropy. It was
something that came from the heart of a
young boy’'s understanding, perhaps an
instinctive response, that sharing brought
him joy, like material possession never could.

When you consider the course of his life, this
early impulse makes perfect sense. He went
on to build two iconic institutions that have
transformed the landscape of education in
India. KIT provides technical education to
40,000 students, while KISS offers completely
free residential education to over 80,000
tribal children, (40,000 presently studying in
various campuses & 40,000 alumni) along
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with meals, healthcare and vocational
training. These weren' self-serving venture.
They were inspired from that same impulse
from childhood, to give and to share, to lift
others up. Dr. Samanta realized something
crucial. Establishing institutions was
important but is not enough. There was a
need for a broader awakening, a shift in how
society view the Institution.

The Art of Giving emerged from this
realization. It wasn't just another nonprofit
creative program. Instead, it was something
divine rooted in what Dr. Samanta calls an
‘unconditional and sustainable abundance
of love, peace, and happiness and
satisfaction." The emphasis on unconditional
matters here. The initiative strongly rejects
the notion that giving is something only the
wealthy can do or that it demands grand
gestures. Rather, it suggests that anyone,
regardless of their circumstancescan
practice the art of giving and in doing so, find
meaning of life.

The Philosophy behind the Movement

What distinguishes the Art of Giving from
traditional charity work is its philosophical
foundation. At its heart lies arecognition that
human beings are naturally wired to help
one another. But somewhere along the
journey of modern life, with the emphasis on
competition, accumulationand self-interest,
we have lost touch with this natural instinct.
In the process of chasing of material goals to
find peace and happiness we lose track of
our life. As a concept Art of Giving proposes

something radical in its simplicity. It makes
us learnwhatitfeels like to give?

The movement draws deeply from India's
cultural heritage across religions. Whether
Islamic zakat, Christian charity, Buddhist
compassion, Jain principles of preserving
life. Giving has always been considered
sacred and transformative. Dr. Samanta
hasn't invented something new. He has
taken these timeless principles and
removed the religious and geographical
filters, making them accessible to everyone
regardless of faith or background. In doing
so, he has created something universal.

Six core pillars form the foundation of this
philosophy are selflessness, empathy,
sustainability, inclusivity, simplicity and
gratitude. Each pillar tells us something
essential. Selflessness means the gift should
come from a genuine desire to help, not from
ego or the expectation of recognition.
Empathy requires us to truly understand
what the other person needs. Sustainability
ensures our giving creates lasting change,
not dependency. Inclusivity opens the door
to everyone. Simplicity removes redtapism
of bureaucracy, reminding us that helping
need not to be complicated and gratitude
acknowledges both what we receive from
others and what we give.

For example if we consider what this means
in practice, when you bring a warm meal to
an elderly neighbor who lives alone, that's
not just food, it is recognition of their
humanity, a conversation, a moment of



connection. When you spend time with a
child who struggles with schoolwork, you're
not just providing tutoring, you are saying
"you matter and | believe in you.” These small
acts multiplied across millions of people and
heal communities.

From Philosophy to Reality

The Neighbourhood, Neighborgood
Movement

Every year, Art of giving focuses on different
themes that guide its annual celebrations. In
2014, it focused on uniting society, spirituality
and humanity. In 2015, "Kompassion: The
Garment Bank” encouraged people to
donate old clothes to those in need. During
the pandemicin 2020, the movement shifted
to "AOG Fights Corona,” mobilizing
thousands to support frontline workers and
affected families. In 2021, "My Mother My
Hero" invited participants to write letters of
gratitude to their mothers. Each theme
responded to the movement while staying
true tothe core philosophy.

The most recent theme, launched in 2025, is
‘Neighbor Good bringing good to the
Neighborhood”. This means focusing
attention to the person next door. What
makes this theme particularly powerful is its
recognition that meaningful change does
not require traveling to distant places or
working through complex systems. It simply
requires showing up for our own
communities with kindness and intention.

In urban settings, it might mean organizing
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small gatherings where neighbors share
meals, watching movies together, or simply
spending time talking. It could involve
helping someone with groceries or house
hold chores, writing appreciation notes to
neighbors who have been helpful, or
organizing community cleaning tasks. In
rural areas, the practice takes different
forms like cooking extra meails for neighbors,
supporting elderly people with their daily
tasks, distributing essential items to
underprivileged households, or planting
treesincommon areas.

The beauty of this approach lies in its
accessibility. There is no barrier to entry. A
student living in a crowded apartment can
participate by befriending an elderly
neighbor. A farmer can participate by
helping someone during harvest season.
Someone struggling financially can
participate by offering their time or skills. The
only requirementis willingness.

OneActataTime

The numbers tell us something about the
scale of this movement. As of recent
celebrations, the Art of Giving has grown to
include over 2.5 million active members.
During the 2024 International Day of Art of
Giving celebrations, the movement was
celebrated in over 25,000 locations across
more than 200 countries. In India alone,
celebrations took place in 28 states, & in 4
union territories and over 5,000 distinct
locations. In Odisha, the home state, the
movement has presence in all 30 districts,
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touching communities in panchayats and
villages that might otherwise feel far from
the centers of power and attention.

These aren't just numbers to be proud of.
Each location represents real people making
a choice to step outside their daily routines
and connect with someone else. Each
person represents a small shift in
consciousness, a moment where they
decided that their neighbor's wellbeing
matters, that they can make a difference, by
giving which brings joy to them.

The most powerful stories emerge from the
institutions, Dr. Samanta founded. At KISS,
where thousands of tribal children who
came from nothing now receive world-class
education. These young people, having
experienced the transformative power of
being given an opportunity, and are ready to
give back to their communities. They are not
becoming distant philanthropists managing
projects from offices. They are becoming
neighbor’'s Samaritan, mentoring other
children, supporting farmers, helping elderly
people, contributing to their education and
are lifting up their communities. The cycle of
givingimmortalizes itself.

WhatNeighbour-Good actually means

In our hyper connected world where we can
communicate instantly with people across
the globe, there is an irony.Many of us barely
know the people living next door. We see
them in passing but rarely invest in genuine
connection. We assume someone else will
help if there is a need. We are all so busy

chasing our individual goals that community
has become something abstract rather than
lived experience.

Neighbor-Good challenges this. It insists that
real community begins with proximity. It
doesn't require solving all global problems or
even understanding the complexities of
international relations. It asks something
simultaneously simpler and harder, to really
see the person next to you and act with
compassion.

There is also something disturbing about
this. In a world increasingly stratified by
class, in cities where wealth creates barrier
between communities to keep people
separated, the Art of Giving is focusing on
neighborhood, suggests a different kind of
politics. When you know your neighbors as
people rather than abstractions, when you
have shared a meal with them or helped
them through a difficult time, you can not
help but care about their welfare. You can
not vote for policies that harm them. You can
notignore their struggles.

This is why the theme of Neighbor-Good
matters not just individually but socially. It is
an invitation to rebuild the social structure
based on one neighborhood at a time. Itis a
sign that sustainable change must be
rooted in relationships, in trust, in the daily
practice of choosing generosity over
isolation.

Lessons forOur Time

We live in an era of increasing polarization



due to anxiety and disconnection. We are
encouraged to be suspicious of our
neighbors, to lock ourselves away, to focus
exclusively on our own advancement.
Society is telling us to pursue individual
success at any cost. In this context, the Art of
Giving offers something opposite. It suggests
that our wellbeing is strongly connected to
the wellbeing of others, that isolation is
actually a form of poverty regardless of one’s
bank balance and that it is the richest life
that one can live through genuine
connection.

Dr. Samanta's message is not naive about
human struggles. He is not suggesting that
kindness alone will solve poverty or that
smiling at neighbors eliminates inequality.
Rather, he is suggesting that these larger
changes become possible when we start
with our Neighbors. When enough
neighborhoods are filled with people
genuinely committed to each other's
wellbeing, when trust and reciprocity
become normal, when people experience
the joy of giving and receiving help, these
systems themselves will begin to shift.

Conclusion

The Art of Giving, particularly through its
current Neighbor-Good theme, represents
an invitation to transformation that starts

N
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not with grand plans but with everyday
choices. It emerges from one man's lived
experiences, that joy comes through giving,
which poverty taught him that anyone can
be generous and communities actually
thrive when people genuinely care for one
another. These are not revolutionary slogans
orcomplicated philosophicalideas. They are
basic truths that we somehow choose to
forget, truths that are waiting to be relearned
through practice.

Inyour neighborhood, somewhere, someone
probably needs what you can offer. Not
necessarily material things, but your
presence, your attention, your help, your
connection. The Art of Giving asks simply,
whatif you stand up for them. Whatif enough
people make that choice? What if we
discover that this is where peace and
happiness actually live? Not in isolation, not
in accumulation of wealth but in the simple
practice of being there for each other?

This is the revolution, Professor (Dr.) Achyuta
Samanta, the visionary leader and
philanthropist is inviting us to join. It costs
nothing to begin. It starts with a single step, a
single act of kindness, one neighbor at a
time. In doing so, we might just discover that
the art of giving is ultimately the art of
becoming truly humane.
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neighbourhood is something more

than a cluster of houses, streets and

buildings; it's a living network of
relationships, emotions and shared
experiences. The phrase “Neighbourhood
Neighbour good” epitomizes that true
community life is not built on mere proximity
but on goodness (Grannis, 2009).Neighbour
duties were practical, not emotional; help
was customary obligation, “Neighbours will
do certain things for each other, whether
they like each other or not”(HeberIe, 1960, p.
9).When we talk about neighbour good, we
refer to empathy, cooperation and the art of
giving-the selfless gestures that make
ordinary neighbourhoods compassionate
communities. Neighbourliness means
positive attitude toward others, “which result
in positive action when a need arises,
especially in times of crisis or emergency”
(Mann, 1954).Neighbours had mutual duties
of assistance and rights to hospitality,

The Gift of
Togetherness:
Building Bonds
beyond Boundaries

Rama Chandra Krisani

“where a child is baptized, or married, the
neighbours must be invited” (Heberle, 1960,
p. 4). In a time when isolation and
indifference are the hallmarks of this world,
the art of giving can become the foundation
of socialharmony and human happiness.

The term “neighbourhood” denotes the
physical and social environment that
surrounds the people next door, the local
shops, the children playing in the lane and
the elderly sitting under the tree. But the word
“neighbour good” adds a moral dimension. It
symbolizes the transformation of a place
into a space of moral beauty where people
look after one another, share what they have
and stand together in times of need. The
concept of "neighbourhood” represents a
timeless principle found across cultures and
civilizations. From the Biblical
commandment, ‘Love thy neighbour as
thyself,” to indigenous communal
philosophies, the idea of mutual care and



interdependence has long guided human
coexistence. It teaches us that our well-
being depends on compassion and
cooperation within the communities we
inhabit. Even centuries ago, the Greek
Philosopher Aristotle emphasized empathy,
kindness and social harmony as essential
ingredients of any just, balanced society.
Thus, "neighboorgood” epitomizes the
enduring belief that being good to one
another strengthens the moral bonds and
collective happiness of every community.

Giving is one of the oldest and noblest virtues
known to humankind. From ancient
scriptures to modern humanitarian
movements, the art of giving has been
celebrated as the essence of humanity. But
true giving is not confined to material
charity; it extends to sharing time,
knowledge, empathy and goodwill. Itisan art
realizing another’'s need and responding it
with kindness. The art of giving begins at
home and finds its fullest expression in the
neighbourhood. It could be as simple as
offering a glass of water to a worker, helping
an elderly neighbour with groceries, tutoring
a child or planting trees for the community.
Each act, however small, becomes a thread
in the fabric of social compassion. A
neighbourhood that practices giving
becomes a space where love circulates like
air unseen but vitalin the modern world,
where competition and consumerism often
dominate human behaviour, the art of giving
reminds us of the deeper purpose of life to
contribute rather than to consume. When
people practice giving within their
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neighbourhood, they create a sense of
belonging and interdependence. This
collective consciousness turns individuals
into caretakers of one another. Giving also
has a spiritual dimension. It liberates the
giver from greed and self-centeredness,
offeringinner peace and joy.

Festivals, often promote cleanliness or
events based on local culture by bringing
people together across religious and class
divides. Togetherness in joy is the most
beautiful expression of
neighbourgood.Educated individuals can
help children with studies or guide youth in
career planning. Sharing knowledge is
amongst the highest acts of giving.Each of
these acts may be small, but together they
make a robust, caring community-a true
neighbourhood.

Many times, Prof. (Dr.) Achyuta Samanta has
stated that the true joy of giving is in the
being present: showing up for people,
meaningful causes and contributing to
building a better world, if giving becomes a
shared community value that would create
a feeling of safety and trust. Children who
grow up in such an environment learn
empathy naturally. They see generosity not
as an obligation but a joyful way of living. The
art of giving nurtures the moral fabric of
neighbourhoods across generations. Rooted
in India’s spiritual and communal traditions,
it celebrates generosity through practices
like ‘Dana’, ‘Langar’, ‘Zakat’, and
‘Annadanam’. From scriptures to tribal
customs, all uphold the timeless truth that
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giving selflessly leads to collective
goodness. Practising neighbour good in
modern contexts is anything but easy.
Urbanization has fragmented communities.
People live behind secluded closed doors,
guarded by security systems & are starved
of human warmth. Often, fear, mistrust and
cultural differences build invisible walls
amongst people.

The art of giving within neighbourhoods is
also vital in terms of living a sustainable life.
By sharing resources, car pooling,
community gardens and cooperative
housing, people reduce waste and lighten
the load on the environment. At its very core,
a sustainable neighbourhood is a giving
neighbourhood: it gives back to nature what
it has taken to keep the balance for
generations to come.Technology can also
support the art of giving: social media
groups can coordinate local help efforts,
raise funds for medical emergencies or
inform people about lost items and services.
But technology must always serve humanity,
enhancing and not replacing real
connection.

Conclusion

In the end, Neighbourhood Neighbour good:
The Art of Giving reminds us that human
progress is not measured by wealth or
technology, but by how we treat those
around us. A neighbourhood that practices
giving becomes a sanctuary of peace and
positivity. The true beauty of life lies not in

accumulation but in contribution. When we
smile at a stranger, share a meal or lend a
helping hand, we are not just doing good
deeds we are weaving the moral fabric of
society. The art of giving transforms the
neighbourhood into a neighbour good and
through it, the world becomes a kinder,
brighter place. Then let us begin right where
we are, with the people next door and turn
every street into a living example of
neighbour good.
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The GiftofInnocence

| often watch children during their morning
hours — their faces radiant with hope, their
laughter unguarded, their spirits
unburdened. These young souls carry no
baggage. They dont know the weight of
yesterday's failures or tomorrow's anxieties.
They live in the present moment with a purity
that we adults have long forgotten. Children
come into this world as innocent beings. A
newborn doesn't carry prejudice. A toddler
doesn't understand religion, caste, creed, or
class. When children play together, they see
only friends and playmates. This innocence
& purity of heart is the greatest gift that God
has given to humanity.

When Did We Grow So Complex?

Somewhere between childhood and
adulthood, we lose this beautiful simplicity.
We accumulate baggage. We collect
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CHILDREN'S DAY~
A DAY TO CELEBRATE
WITH IMMENSE
POSSIBILITIES

DR. ACHYUTA SAMANTA

grudges, harbor jealousies, and build walls of
ego. We grow complex in ways that distance
us from our true nature. | remember my
childhood days in Kalarabanka, our village.
We were poor. We often went hungry. But |
don't recall feeling burdened by it the way
my mother did. As children, we played and
found joy in simple things. When my father
died, | was barely four years old. | couldn't
comprehend at that time what death really
meant. My eldest brother aged seventeen at
that time understood responsibility and loss.
Thisis how we lose innocence — gradually, as
the world teaches us to worry, to compare,
andtofear.

The Modern World adds MoreLayers

Today's children face even greater
complexity. The modern age brings
technology, information overload, social
media pressures, and competition that start
from kindergarten. Children worry about
grades, ranks, percentiles and validation
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before they've learned who they truly are. We
must prepare children for this complex world
without making them complex before their
time. We should try give them knowledge &
wisdom without robbing them of their
childlike qualities, like inborn compassion,
humanity &fellow feeling.

Love and Time Matter Most

Maria Montessori said: "The greatest sign of
success for ateacheris to be able to say, The
children are now working as if I did not exist.”
But first, children need our love and time. |
don't carry a wallet or wear a watch. | don't
measure my days in minutes. | measure my
life in time spent with children, in love given
and received, in moments when a child's
eyes light up with understanding.

Love spent is never wasted. Time given to
childrenis the wisestinvestment. Whenwe're
truly present — not just physically but
emotionally available — we give them roots
andwings.

Building abrighter Tomorrow of Purpose.

Frederick Douglass said: "It is easier to build
strong children than to repair broken men."
Every investment we make in the children
today multiplies in the future they create.
When | started my educational
entrepreneurship journey with just Rs. 5,000,
in my pocket, | believed what | know now;
every child carries infinite potential. Every
child deserves the chance to discover their
gifts. True education liberates and
transforms. In fact developmental

psychology teaches us that early
experiences shape a child's entire life. This
validates what our hearts know that
childhood matters most in a person’s life
cycle.

The Artof Giving

This Children's Day, let us practise the art of
giving not just by sharing material things, but
with in built presence, attention,
encouragement, and belief. Give children
your time. Listen to their stories. Answer their
questions with patience. Give them freedom
to make mistakes and learn. Don't impose
adult anxieties on their young shoulders.
Give them education that liberates and
opens up minds. Education that teaches
them to think, question, and create. Most
importantly, give them hope. Show them
that circumstances don't define destiny. Let
them feel for themselves that determination
changes everything.

Thelegacy WeLeave behind

My mother, Smt. Nilima Rani Samanta, left no
stone unturned to ensure that her seven
children received education despite
extreme poverty. She couldn't give us wealth,
but she gave us values. She couldn't give us
comfort, but she gave us courage.
Throughout my organization building work
atKIT and KISS, | see this cycle repeat across
generations. When we invest in one child's
education, we invest in their entire
community’'s future. When we protect one
child's innocence, we preserve humanity's



hope. This should be the motto of Children's
Day.

We just can't celebrate Children for one day
i.e 14th November while ignoring them for the
remaining 364 days. It's about recommitting
us to their welfare, education, protection,
and future. Let us remember that in serving
children, we secure humanity's tomorrow. In
protecting their innocence, we preserve
what is best in human nature. In investing in
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their education, we invest in building a more
just world. May Lord Jagannath bless every
child with the opportunity to grow with
dignity, to learn with joy, and to live with
purpose. And may we adults have the
wisdom to give them what they need most —
our love, our time, and our belief in their
infinite potential & do not force them into
adulthood rather prematurely.
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The Best Way to

y neighbourhood is more than

just a group of homes; it is a

vibrant community composed of
different families from all over the country.
We all speak various languages, have
different traditions, and eat rather different
foods. For most of the year, we just wave to
each other as we rush to school. However,
everything is different when afestival comes.
Everyone is drawn out of their homes and
into an environment of joy, laughter, and
companionship by the celebratory mood,
which functions as a strong magnet.
Honestly, celebrating festivals with my
neighbours is the most enjoyable thing | do,
and it is the best way to reinforce the unseen
but indestructible link that unites our
community.

To celebrate festivals like Kumar Purnima,
Diwali, Holi, New Year's Eve, and many more,

Bond with My
Neighbours

Saranya Nanda

my family, my neighbours, and | gather on
our terrace or yard. Preparation is where the
fun begins, and for me, it is usually the best
part. For example, on Diwali or Kumar
Purnima, | join the other kids in making
rangolis, painting little diyas, and cleaning
the area. The excitement of participating to
make the neighbourhood feel lovely is an
effective source of happiness. Enjoyment
peaks on the day of the festival itself. It is an
amazing sensory experience. On this
occasion we shared the delicacies prepared
by aunties of society and we savour them
together. On Kumar Purnima, we girls gather
on the terrace to worship the moon god,
further on Karthik Purnima we make paper
boats and sail those together on society
pond.Likewise on New Year's Eve, everyonein
our building gathers on the rooftop to
prepare a variety of delectable dishes. As



children, we play music, groove, and dance
together. In addition to telling us various
mythological tales, my grandma also asks
us some questions about those by gone
days. But for me the dinners are the most
enjoyable part. A wonderful buffet is
organised where every household
contributes their best dish. We sit together,
sharing food and telling stories, and the meal
feels more enjoyable than eating alone at
home. This collective joy and shared feasting
truly make the festival unforgettable.

These shared festivities are more important
than just being enjoyable because they truly
deepen our relationship. During the festival,
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the teamwork and fun foster a sense of trust.
For me, having a celebration with
neighbours means joy, delicious food, and
the brightest colours and music. It creates a
fabric of mutual respect, trust, and shared
memories that honestly strengthens our
relationship and gives the impression that
our neighbourhood is a one big and happy
family. Taking everything into account, |
would like to conclude that festivals are
occasions that deepen our bond. Festivals
are the occasions that strengthen our
solidarity and we feel towards our
neighbourhood. Making our neighbours feel
good, empowers our community life.
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live in Bhubaneswar with my parents, my

sister, and my maternal family. | really

enjoy living in a joint family (with my
maternal family in Bhubaneswar and
families of father's siblings in village)
because itis always full of love, laughter, and
togetherness. Lliving in Bhubaneswar, life
always feels fast and busy. Everyone is in a
hurry - to school, to office, or to coaching
classes. Though our colony is full of people,
we hardly know anyone beyond a quick
“hello/hi” when we see someone we know.
Sometimes, | wonder what it would be like to
live in a place where people actually know
and care for each other. Every summer
vacation, | find my answer when | visit our
village in Cuttack district. The first thing |
notice there is the warmth. Everyone greets
one another with smiles. The air feels full of
friendship and care. However, | had never
truly experienced the real charm of a
neighborhood until | saw how people live like

Joy of
Neighbourgood

Shrilekha Swain

one big family in our village. Since my birth, |
have been visiting my village at least once a
year, where my grandmother and my
father’s elder brothers’ families live. However,
it was only when | was in Class-IV, that |
began to truly notice and understand the
wonderful things that happen there during
our visits. Since then, | have been enjoying
the true spirit of neighborhood in our village
and experiencing what | like to call
neighbourgood. | would like to share one
recent incident that perfectly explains this
beautiful concept of how a neighborhood
cantruly become a neighbourgood.

This year, | went to our village during the
Durga Puja vacation. Since Kumar Purnima, a
special festival for girls, was only a week
away, the girls in our village were already
playing different folk games in the streets.
The grandmothers of our sahi (a part of the
village) sat nearby, watching over the little
girls and cheering for them. My sister and |
also joined them, but we didn’t know much
about those traditional games. My sister
always carries her headphones when she
goes out, so anidea came to my mind. Using



her headphones, we decided to introduce a
fun city game called the Headphone Game,
which is actually the Whisper Challenge.
Since the girls of our sahi had never played it
before, we taught them the rules. Everyone
was excited and learned very quickly. Soon,
all of us were laughing and playing for hours
with full joy. While we were playing, | noticed
two small girls standing nearby. They were
smiling and clapping but didn't come
forward to join. | went to them and asked
softly, “Would you like to play too?” Their eyes
lit up, and they nodded eagerly. | gave them
a chance, and as soon as they joined, their
faces glowed with happiness. Watching
them enjoy made me feel really glad. We
kept playing until all of us were tired and our
voices went hoarse from laughing so much.
The next day, those two little girls came
running to us without any hesitation and
said, “Didi, shall we play again?” Their
excitement was so sweet that we couldn’t
say no. We played many games again, and
they took part with alot of enthusiasm.

Since my father couldn’'t take leave till Kumar
Purnima, we had to return to Bhubaneswar
before the festival. Before leaving, my
mother and cousin sisters arranged a small
feast for all our new friends from the sahi. We
played, danced, and shared sweets.
Everyone enjoyed it a lot. On the day of our
departure, the atmosphere became
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emotional. All our friends, my grandma, and
even the little girls had tears in their eyes.
Those two small girls came running and said,
“Didi, please stay just two more days, at least
till Kumar Purnima.” Their words truly
touched my heart. Though we had to leave,
we promised them that we would surely
come again during the winter vacation.

While returning to Bhubaneswar, | told my
father everything that had happened. He
smiled and said, “You have just practised the
Art of Giving, dear.” | had heard about this
concept from him. My father often speaks
proudly about Prof. Achyuta Samanta, the
eminent educationist, who started the Art of
Giving movement. He always tells me that,
according to Prof. Samanta, giving is not only
about money or gifts - it is about sharing
time, care, knowledge, and love. When we
give without expecting anything in return, we
make life more beautiful for ourselves and
others.

Truly, when we help our neighbours and
practise the Art of Giving, we don’t just make
our surroundings better - we make our
neighborhood truly neighbourgood. | really
wish we had such a close neighbourhood in
our colony in Bhubaneswar too, so that |
could also play my part in turning it into a
true neighbourgood.
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eighbourhood (NAY-buh-hood) isa

word that traces its roots back to

the Middle English period of the
1500s and means ‘"the condition of being
near-dwellers” that is, simply, being
neighbours. The word neighbourhood in and
of itself conjures a mental image of a safe
community. A support system that acted as
a safety web and provided support. Many
must have memories of playing with their
neighbour's children, reminisce on the life
lessons they taught us, the feeling of safety
and comfort they provided as they chased
the loneliness of life away simply with their
presence.

The problem is that in today's era, with the
transformation of the society having been
enabled by the Information Technology and
the increase of the complications and
business of life due to the rapid influx and
exodus of information, people are simply

From Neighbourhood
to Neighbourgood:
Small Acts, Big Impact

Aahan Pattnaik

unable to interact with those who live next
door beyond basic pleasantries. In
comparison with the childhood of today's
adults, who had maintained close relations
with their neighbours, many of whom were
like family members to them. Children have
grown more introverts due to the two year
lockdown induced by COVID-19 restrictions.
Further yesterday's children, who became
today’s adults, & grew with the social media
revolution have barely any time to
themselves, let alone enough time to
socialize.

So, what can be done? Something
straightforward and efficacious. If both
parties are unable to act, simply take the
initiative. An action as effortless as calling
over a neighbour for tea and snacks, for a
chat, to watch a match or to invite them to a
social/festive gathering such as a birthday
party. An enduring, stable solution also does
not take much effort. Ultimately, the next step
after taking the initiative is consistency.
Simply repeat these steps and you will see
your neighbours stepping up as well,



creating valuable future connections.

After all this, you may be wondering why this
is relevant. Well, these steps to solve the
contemporary problem of fragmented
communities (neighbourhoods) and can
produce a relationship that is mutually
beneficial and fruitful to all parties, as these
simple actions can create a long lasting
association that provides support in case of
emergencies and people who can step up
when you need it. Essentially, it creates a
correspondence that has a high probability
of yielding high returnsin the future.

By promoting the community, creating a
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sense of unity and being surrounded by
acquaintances-turned-friends can create a
positive environment that can boost mental
health, increase productivity and bring us
closer to the paradise we lost, during the
time when our adults were children, when
being alone was a rarity, when our
fragmented societies were a singular entity,
asingular neighbourhood.

Hence bringing good to the Neighbourhood
can act as a panacea for today's disjointed
society. On the long run we all can look
forward to a better community life leaving
aside self created cocoons.
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ong, long ago, on a beautiful island

called Mauritius, there lived a big,

gentle bird named Dodo. The Dodo
could not fly, but it was happy walking
around the forest, eating fruits that fell from
the tall trees. One of its favourite trees was
the Calvaria Tree, it had round, hard fruits
with seeds inside.

The Dodo and the Calvaria Tree were good
neighbours. The Dodo ate the fruits, and
when it swallowed the hard seeds,
something amazing happened! The seeds
passed through the Dodo's stomach and
came out ready to grow into new trees.
Without the Dodo's help, the seeds stayed
hard and could not germinate.

In this way, for many years, the Dodo and the
Calvaria Tree helped each other, one helped
the tree to increase its numbers, and the

The Dodo and the
Calvaria tree:

A story of good
Neighbours

Chandralin Nayak

other gave shade and more fruits. That is
how nature’'s neighbourhood symbiotically
worked, as every living being helped another.

But one day, people from outside came to
the island and started hunting the Dodos, as
the birds were easy prey for the cruel people.
Slowly, all the Dodos disappeared from the
forest. Calvaria tree, not seeing her dearest
neighbours, was worried. She asked the
mountain. The mountain was clueless. After
all the mountain couldnt move and know
where Dodo was. Calvaria restless, asked the
peacock. The peacock didn't know about
Dodo either. She moved to her last resort, air.
Air could move everywhere, & knew
everything. He tired to go against the
careless, selfish man. He was very angry and
created tornadoes. But alas, the air too failed
against the disobedient, heartless,



merciless, cruel man. Air kept on talking,
Calvaria listened quietly. Finally air stopped
talking; the Calvaria became heartbroken &
began crying uncontrollably knowing that
the Dodos would never return. After that, no
new Calvaria trees ever grew, because there
were no Dodos to help the seeds soften . The
forest began to lose one of its good
neighbours.

This beautiful & heart touching story teaches
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not just amongst people, but also in nature.
All the living creatures are neighbours who
depend on one another. When one
disappears, the others also suffer.

So, we must take care of all our neighbours,
the people who live near us and the plants
and animals around us. When we help one
another, like the Dodo and the Calvaria Tree,
our world becomes a happy and healthy
neighbourhood for everyone where all can

us that a good neighbourhood is essential stay well.
PA)
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n every corner of the world,

neighbourhoods form the heart of our

communities- places where lives
intersect, cultures blend, and stories are
shared. While towering buildings and bustling
streets may define the physical landscape, it
is the people and their spirit of giving that
breathe life into a neighbourhood. Giving isn't
just about material charity; it's about
connection, kindness, and a shared
commitment to making our surroundings
better.

The Powerof Small Acts

Giving doesnt have to be grand to be
impactful. Sometimes, the smallest acts
create the biggest ripples. A warm smile to a
neighbour, helping carry groceries, or
mowing the lawn for an elderly resident —
these gestures build trust and reinforce a
sense of belonging. In a world that often feels
fast-paced and impersonal, simple kindness
canberevolutionary.

The Art of Giving:
Bringing Good to
the Neighbourhood

Dhanesh Samantaray

Sharing Skillsand Time

One of the most meaningful ways to give is by
sharing your time or talents. If youre good
with tools, offer to fix a broken fence. Love
baking? Surprise a neighbour with
homemade treats. Fluent in a second
language? Help tutor kids after school. Every
neighbourhood is a mosaic of needs and
skills — and giving creates the bridge
between the two.

Supporting Locallnitiatives

Community gardens, book exchanges,
clean-up drives, or block parties — these
aren't just fun events; theyre the glue that
strengthens neighborly bonds.

CreatingaCultureof Care

When one person gives, it often inspires
others to do the same. This chain reaction
cultivates a culture where generosity is
normal and expected.

The JoyinReturn

Giving to your neighborhood doesn't deplete
you — it enriches you. It builds deeper
connections, reduces loneliness, and creates
a safety net where people look out for one
another. In times of crisis, a generous
community is aresilientone.
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Krishna:

ne of the most inspiring lessons on

the art of giving comes from the

story of Lord Krishna and his
childhood friend Sudama. It beautifully shows
that true giving is not measured by wealth, but
by love and selflessness. Krishna and Sudama
were childhood friends who studied together
in the ashram of Guru Sandipani. Though
Krishnawas borninto royalty and Sudamawas
a poor Brahmin, their friendship was pure and
free from pride. They shared food, studied, and
played together & nurtured deep affection for
eachother.

After completing of their education, Krishna
returned to Dwaraka as a prince, while
Sudama lived a humble life of a house holder
stricken by poverty. Years passed, and
Sudama'’s life became harder. He and his wife
barely had enough to eat. One day, out of deep
concern, his wife said, "Go to Krishna. He is now
the king of Dwaraka. Surely, he will not let his

The beacon
of Art of Giving

Dayanita Das

old friend suffer." At first, Sudama refused,
feeling ashamed to seek help, but his wife
gently persuaded him. Before he left, she
packed a small bundle of flattened rice
(poha), the only food they had, as a gift for
Krishna.

Though it seemed insignificant, it was filled
with sincerity and love. When Sudama
reached Dwaraka, he was overwhelmed by
the city's splendor — grand palaces, shining
jewels, and joyous music everywhere. Yet, as
soon as Krishna saw him, he ran forward with
open arms and embraced his old friend
warmly. The Lord of Dwaraka himself
welcomed the impoverished Brahmin with
love, washed his feet, and seated him with
great honor. Everyone in the palace was
moved by Krishna's humility and affection for
his childhood friend. When Krishna noticed
Sudama hiding the small bundle of rice, he
took it smilingly, saying, "What have you
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brought for me?" Opening it, he tasted the
poha and exclaimed, "This is the sweetest
meal I've ever tasted.” To Krishna, the gift's
value lay not in its price, but in the pure heart
that offered it. He accepted it as if it were the
richest food in the world. Sudama stayed
with Krishna for a while, treated with the
greatest care and love. However, he never
asked Krishna for anything, not wanting to
seek favors out of friendship. When he
returned home, he carried nothing material.

But upon arrival, he was astonished — his old
hut had transformed into a magnificent
home, his wife was dressed in fine clothes,
and there was abundance everywhere.

Krishna had quietly blessed him with
prosperity, rewarding his devotion without
being asked. The story of Krishna and
Sudamai is a timeless message about the art
of giving. Sudama’'s small gift became
priceless through his heartfelt devotion,
while Krishna's generosity came from divine
compassion. True giving, the story teaches, is
not about quantity but about intention.
When one gives with a pure and loving heart,
the act becomes sacred. Through his
boundless kindness, Krishna shows that
giving selflessly, with genuine affection,
connects us to the divine within ourselves
and others.
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Neighbourhood:
The Art of Giving and
Bringing Good to the
Neighbourhood.

Giving is more than just a gesture; it is an art
— a beautiful, purposeful act that has the
power to weave communities together. In
today's busy world, where personal
connections often take a backseat to
technology and routine, the spirit of giving in
our neighbourhoods can be a
transformative force. This is where
Neighbourhood steps in, championing the
art of giving to bring genuine good to our
localcommunities.

The Artof Giving:More Than Just Charity

Giving doesn't have to be grand or
expensive. It is an art that can take many
forms — from offering a helping hand to a
neighbour, sharing a meal, or simply
listening with empathy. When practiced
intentionally, giving becomes a catalyst for
kindness, trust, and unity.

Neighbourhood embraces this philosophy
wholeheartedly. It reminds us that giving

Prajval Veer Pradhan

back to our neighbourhoods is about
nurturing relationships, supporting one
another, and creating spaces where
everyonethrives.

Neighbourhood: Giving That Strengthens
Communities

Neighbourhood is an inspiring initiative
focused on revitalizing neighbourhoods
through collective generosity. Whether it's
through shared resources, community
events, or acts of kindness, the movement
encourages individuals and families to
invest time, energy, and care into their
immediate surroundings.

This approach creates aripple effect:

*» Empowered neighbours become more
willing to supporteach other.

* Shared spaces become hubs of creativity
and collaboration.
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¢ Local businesses and artisans receive
encouragementand patronage.

* The environment benefits from
sustainable and mindful giving.

Why Giving Matters in Neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods are the heart of any city or
town. When people give generously within
their local spaces, it builds a foundation of
trust and belonging. This can mean
organizing community clean-ups, donating
skills or goods, mentoring youth, or simply
fostering inclusivity by welcoming
newcomers.

Neighbourhood highlights how these

seemingly small acts collectively create a
safer, happier,and more vibrant place tolive.

The Joy and Reward of Giving.

Giving is not just beneficial for the receiver —
it enriches the giver's life as well. Studies
show that acts of generosity increase
feelings of happiness and reduce stress.
When neighbours come together in the spirit
of giving, they cultivate a sense of purpose
and connection that transcends everyday
challenges.

Neighbourhood encourages us to see giving
as a joyful art form — one that blends
intention, compassion, and action to craft
better neighbourhoods.

Frof. Aetyata Samants
Founder - At af f/bo/}y anongst é%% chililren
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Reminds us that every child has the right
to education, safety, & opportunity

AtKISS, we work each day to turn these rights into reality.
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Art of Giving

Art of Giving (AOG), as espoused by Prof. Achyuta Samanta,
educationist and social reformer is a philosophy of life that

promotes happiness and peace in the world through acts of
selfless giving.

AOG over the years

Society,

Spirituality,

Humanity
2014 2015

Kompassion-

The Garment Bank
to donate clothes

AOG Fights Corona-
Honouring
COVID warriors

2021 2020

My Mother,
My Hero-Gratitude
letters to mothers

Hope, Happiness and
Harmony- Acts of
kindness and empathy

2022 2023

Connecting with
the World and Self
through pratice of gratitude

2016 2017

Cyclothon to spread a
message of healthy
living and green future

Pyaar Bhara Pack-feeding
with love-20 million
meals distributed

2019 2018

Bag of
Happiness for
students

Let's AOG-
Community
celebrations

2024 2025

Helping the Help- Serve

those who serve you.
A decade of AOG

Neighbourgood-Bringing
Good to Neighbourhood

1. Number of Locations Celebrated Overall: 25,000

2. Number of International Locations (excluding India): 1000
[Celebrated in 190+ Countries]

3. Number of National Locations (excluding Odisha): 13000

4. Number of Odisha Locations (excluding India): 11000

5. Number of Direct & Indirect Participants: 20 Million




Become an AOG Member

www.artofgiving.in.net www.achyutasamanta.com Address

(£ ) [artofgiving.in.net 0 /AchyutaSamanta Koel Campus, KIIT,
[artofgiving_net /Achyuta_Samanta sg]%t;ineswar, Odisha, India
& /artofgiving_aog & /drachyutasamanta info@artofgiving.in.net
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