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Art of Giving

—A way of Life—

Art of Giving: A Way of Life by Achyuta Samanta,
published by Rupa Publications, is an inspiring
book that explores how selfless giving can
transform lives and society. Drawing from his
own journey—rising from extreme poverty to
founding renowned Institutions—Dr Samanta
shows that true happiness is found in acts of
kindness and compassion. The book encourages
readers to embrace the Art of Giving as a path to
personal fulfillment and societal harmony.
Readers are encouraged to pick up this uplifting
book, reflect on its message, and share it with
others.
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Fromm The

Chief Editor’'s Desk

Prof. Achyuta Samanta

Founder, Art of Giving, KIIT, KISS & KIMS

s the New Year-2026, dawns in, we are so
happy to present the February, 2026 issue of
the quarterly Art of Giving Magazine to our
ever increasing no. of fans, followers, well wishers &
respected readers. The Year 2025 has been a highly
fulfilled productive year for the KIIT & KISS Group of
Institutions. The icing on the cake was the numerous
sporting events that were held in the campus with

national & International footprints.

The Year ended with three big sporting achievements for
KIIT & KISS. viz In the recently concluded World
University Games (WUG) 2025 in Rhine-Rubhr,
Germany, the highest no. of players in the Indian
Contingent were from KIIT. India secured a total of -12-
medals in the event, with KIIT athletes contributing -6- of
them. This further affirmed KIIT's pre eminent position
as a sporting powerhouse in the comity of Universities in
the country.

Secondly, KIIT & KISS, in collaboration with the FIVB,
successfully hosted the Volleyball Mahakumbh as part of
the Volleyball Festival Week. The Festival marked a
significant milestone with the inauguration of the Centre
for Excellence for Volleyball, by Mr. Fabio Azevedo,
President of FIVB, the world's largest volleyball

governing body with -222- member nations aimed at

strengthening women empowerment. Conceived as a
large-scale capacity building & mass participation
initiative, the Festival witnessed over -1000- participants
from Odisha, along with more than -200- Volleyball
coaches, players from India & abroad. This event further
affirmed KIIT-KISS's vision of leveraging sport as a
powerful tool for education, Inclusion, women
empowerment & community development with impact

extending well beyond academics.

Thirdly, KIIT & KISS, in collaboration with FIDE & the
All India Chess Federation (AICF), successfully hosted
the FIDE Global Conference on Chess in Society &
Education graced by Mr. Arkady Dvorkavich, President,
FIDE, Ms. Dana Reizniece, Dy. Chair,FIDE & our very
own five times World Champion GM Viswanathan
Anand. This land mark International Conference
positioned Chess at the intersection of education, social
Inclusion, cognitive development & human values,
aligned with FIDE's global theme of the Year of Social
Chess & the Year of Chess in Education. This Conference
examined how Chess can be used as a powerful tool for
Inclusive & equitable education, character development,
ethical values, community engagement & lifelong
learning. In the long run, the Conference highlighted
chess's growing impact on developing cognitive skills,

critical thinking, creativity, emotional intelligence,



resilience & decision making. It also explored taking
forward innovative curriculum designing & social
Integration. FIDE's declaration of 2025 as the Year of
Social Chess, focuses on Chess based interventions in
development of better community life & promoting
social cohesion with health care facilities &
transformative education. Building on this momentum,
2026 has been declared the Year of Chess in Education.

At the centre of all these developments, KIIT & KISS not
only promote sports like anything with best world class
sporting Infrastructure in the country, but also nurture
today's champion athletes & sports persons into
responsible , caring citizens , role models for future
generations & above all good human beings. The core
policy of KIIT & KISS, being temples of holistic sports
development resonates perfectly with the Philosophy of
Giving. Needless to mention, KIIT extends continued
structured assistance, hand holding to star sports
performers, thereby furthering their educational
achievements & stable personal lives. This inclusive
model is based on the spirit of Art of Giving. We believe
that Investment in sporting talents empowers our
students not only to win accolades in the track but also

builds character, leadership skills & empathetic mindset.

This thought process motivated us to publish the Art of
Giving February-2026 issue as our Special Sports edition
affirming the resonance between sports & Art of Giving.
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This Sports Edition explores the profound connection
between athletics & altruism, demonstrating how sport
serves as a powerful medium for teaching & practicing
the Art of Giving. This issue also examines how every
aspect of athletics, from discipline in training to grace in
victory and defeat, reflects on the core values of Art of
Giving i.e. sacrifice, empathy, compassion & belief that
true success lies in giving up personal comfort for team
success, serving communities, supporting team mates in
defeat, respect for vanquished opponents &
understanding that individual glory means little without

supportive community life.

This issue showcases picturesque foot prints of the major
sporting events at KIIT & KISS in the year 2025, write-
ups on panel discussions, Case Studies related to KISS
Success Stories, Impressions of Public personalities &

testimonials on achievements.

Last but not the least, I am happy to share with all the
family members of the Art of Giving Community that the
AOG Trade Mark has been registered with the Trade
Marks Registry, Govt. of India, thereby officially

recognizing our unique movement.

As a Founder, I congratulate all the sports persons who
have brought glory to KIIT & KISS & also wish our dear
readers HAPPY READING.

\/\W

Achyuta Samanta
Founder & Chief Editor-Art of Giving Magazine
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Geopolitics of a Changing World:
Balancing Cooperation and
Competition in the 21st Century

r I Yhe global order is undergoing profound
transformation. Economic power balances
are shifting, technological revolutions are

accelerating, and political alliances are being

redefined. In this evolving landscape, the central
question of the 21st century is not whether nations

will compete—but how they will balance
competition with cooperation.

AWorld of Competing Visions

One of the most visible signs of geopolitical
transition is the changing relationship between
established Western powers and emerging
economies. The comparative weight of the G7 and
BRICS reflects more than a statistical debate about
nominal versus absolute GDP. It represents

By

Mr. Arkady Dvorkovich,
President of FIDE and
former Deputy

Prime Minister of Russia

contrasting political philosophies, economic
models, and visions for global governance.

While the G7 nations have historically shaped
global financial and political institutions, BRICS
countries increasingly assert alternative
approaches to development, sovereignty, and
multilateral engagement. The discussion is no
longer purely economic. It is political, institutional,
and ideological. Competing narratives about
globalization, supply chains, financial systems, and
strategic autonomy are reshaping international
discourse.

Yet competition does not necessarily imply
confrontation. It can also drive innovation,
efficiency, and reform—provided it is governed by
dialogue and mutual respect.

Technology as the New Geopolitical
Frontier

If geopolitics once revolved around territory and



resources, today it revolves around technology. The
race for technological leadership is rapidly
becoming the defining feature of global
competition.

China's forthcoming 15th Five-Year Plan
(2026-2030) illustrates this shift with remarkable
clarity. The plan prioritizes sixteen strategic sectors,
categorized by industrial maturity and levels of self-
sufficiency. It spans “future industries” such as
embedded artificial intelligence, brain-computer
interfaces, nuclear fusion, hydrogen energy, and
quantum science—fields that could redefine
economic and military power over the coming
decades.

Simultaneously, China is accelerating
commercialization in emerging sectors like
biopharmaceutical manufacturing and 6G
communications. Equally important are the so-
called “chokepoint” industries—high-end
semiconductors, advanced materials, precision
CNC machine tools, and foundational
software—where reliance on foreign imports
remains significant. These vulnerabilities are
driving massive investment aimed at technological
self-reliance.

This strategy reflects a broader global pattern.
Nations are seeking resilience, technological
sovereignty, and secure supply chains. However, the
pursuit of self-sufficiency carries risks. When
technological ecosystems fragment, innovation
slows, costs rise, and global standards diverge.

The world now faces the possibility of a techno-
economic Cold War, in which digital infrastructure,
Al development, semiconductor production, and
data governance become arenas of strategic rivalry.
Managing this competition responsibly is perhaps
the greatest diplomatic challenge of our time.

Three Possible Paths for 2026
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Looking ahead, three broad scenarios may shape the
immediate future.

1. Transformative Cooperation and Resilience
(Optimistic Trajectory)
In this scenario, 2026 becomes a turning point
marked by renewed multilateral engagement. Major
economies stabilize growth, technological
standards are coordinated rather than weaponized,
and institutions adapt to new realities. Strategic
competition continues, but guardrails prevent
escalation. Shared challenges—climate change,
public health, energy transitions—become
platforms for collaboration.

Such an outcome would require political maturity
and pragmatic leadership. It would also demand
recognition that global risks cannot be managed by
any one bloc alone.

2. Heightened Rivalries and Fragmentation
(Pessimistic Trajectory)
The alternative is far less reassuring. Strategic
mistrust deepens, trade restrictions expand, and
geopolitical flashpoints intensify. Technology
decoupling accelerates, leading to parallel systems
and reduced interoperability. Artificial intelligence
develops without sufficient safeguards, increasing
security and ethical risks.

Combined with potential armed conflicts and
economic downturns, this path could trigger global
recession and social strain. Fragmentation would
not only slow growth but undermine international
institutions that have maintained relative stability
for decades.

3. Muddling Through (Baseline Trajectory)
The most probable scenario may lie between these
extremes. Progress and setbacks coexist. Rivalries
persist but remain contained. Cooperation emerges
selectively—often in crisis response rather than
long-term planning. The world neither dramatically
improves nor sharply deteriorates; instead, it
navigates uncertainty incrementally.



While less dramatic, this trajectory still demands
careful management. In a complex global system,
incremental missteps can accumulate into
structural instability.

The Imperative of Balance

At its core, modern geopolitics is about
balance—between sovereignty and
interdependence, innovation and regulation,
resilience and openness.

Competition can be productive. It encourages
technological breakthroughs, economic reform,
and institutional modernization. But competition
without cooperation breeds instability. Global
financial systems, digital infrastructure,
environmental sustainability, and public health are
deeply interconnected. Fragmentation in these
areas carries systemic risks.

The challenge, therefore, is not to eliminate rivalry
but to channel it constructively. Guardrails,
dialogue platforms, and multilateral institutions
must evolve alongside technological and economic
shifts. Emerging powers must be integrated into
decision-making structures. Established powers
must adapt to a more pluralistic order.

#AOG2026 -

ADefining Decade

The decisions made in the next few years will shape
the trajectory of the 21st century. Whether the
global order becomes polarized or pluralistic,
fragmented or cooperative, depends on how
nations interpret power—not as dominance, but as
responsibility.

The world is entering an era where geopolitical
influence increasingly stems from innovation,
resilience, and institutional credibility. Balancing
cooperation and competition is no longer optional;
itis essential.

In this changing world, sustainable leadership will
belong not to those who isolate themselves, nor to
those who seek confrontation, but to those who
understand that long-term stability requires both
strategic strength and strategic restraint.

The future remains open. The direction it takes will
depend on the wisdom with which global actors
manage this delicate balance.



EVERY MOVE COUNTS:
CHESS AS THE PRACTICE OF GIVING

Mahakumbh conference in Bhubaneswar, 1
felt the weight of a simple truth that's guided
my thirty years in education: Chess is not about
creating champions. Chess is about creating givers.

S tanding before thousands at KIIT's Chess

Letme explain.

When 1 first started coaching fourth and fifth
graders in southwest Louisiana, I wasn't thinking
about grandmasters or rating points. [ was watching
university students make terrible decisions about
relationships, money, their futures—= and
wondering: when did we stop teaching young
people how to think?

Then I put a chessboard in front of a struggling ten-
year-old. Within weeks, something shifted. Not just
in how she played chess, but in how she approached
everything. She started thinking ahead.

By Jerry Nash
Chairman FIDE Chess in
Education Commission

Considering consequences. Understanding that her
choices affected others.

That's when I understood: Chess teaches giving
through every single move.

What I told the audience at KII'T—educators from
forty countries, researchers, policymakers—is
what ['ve witnessed in classrooms across America:
Chess transforms the student-teacher dynamic
because it requires mutual giving.

The teacher gives knowledge. The student gives
attention. Both give respect. The board gives
equality—a twelve-year-old can checkmate a PhD,
and the pieces don't care about your test scores or
your father's income.

This is what Dr. Achyuta Samanta has built at
KISS. Thousands of tribal children, many who'd
never seen a chess piece before, now calculate
variations alongside international masters. Not
because someone gave them charity. Because
someone gave them a board, the rules, and the
dignity of competition. At KIIT's conference, Dana
Reizniece from FIDE said it perfectly: "Chess in
education is not about creating champions. It's




about creating better thinkers, better learners, and
more confident young people who are prepared to
make decisions and take responsibility. Decision-
making. Responsibility. These are the currencies of
giving.

In my Master's thesis, I explored themes of good
and evil in Tolkien's Lord of the Rings. What struck
me then—and what I see now in chess—is how
Tolkien's heroes are defined not by power but by
sacrifice. Frodo doesn't keep the Ring. Sam doesn't
abandon Frodo. Aragorn serves before he rules.

Chess operates on the same principle: sacrifice
creates opportunity.

You give up a pawn to open a file. You trade your
bishop to damage your opponent's pawn structure.
You sacrifice your queen—your most powerful
piece—to deliver checkmate. The beginner hoards
pieces. The master gives them away strategically.

This is the opposite of how we typically teach
children. We say "protect what's yours." Chess says
"give strategically to gain meaningfully."

Chess players solve non-chess problems differently
than non-players. They use better heuristics. Why?
Because chess trains you to see patterns, anticipate
consequences, and understand that sometimes the
best move is the one that helps your opponent
least—which requires understanding your
opponent's needs.

Empathy. Pattern recognition. Strategic sacrifice.
These are life skills. These are giving skills.

#AOG2026 -

I've always believed in the power of stories. My
theological training taught me that humans are
narrative creatures—we understand ourselves
through the stories we tell.

Every chess game is a story. Two minds
collaborating to create something that never existed
before: this particular sequence of moves, this
specific position, this unique outcome. Even when
you lose, you've given your opponent a story. Even
when you win, your opponent has given you the
crucible that forged your victory.

After twenty years watching college students
struggle, I've concluded this: We've taught a
generation to consume but not to contribute. To
demand but not to give. To protect but not to
sacrifice.

Chess rewrites that script. Every game requires you
to give—attention, time, strategic resources,
respect to your opponent. You can't play chess
selfishly. Even when you're trying to win, you're
creating something with another person Sports at
their best teach what life requires: that individual
brilliance means nothing without others to witness
it, challenge it, build upon it. As I told the educators
at KIIT: We're not in the business of creating chess
champions. We're in the business of creating
humans who understand that the quality of their
lives will be measured not by what they
accumulate, but by what they contribute.

Every move counts—in chess and in life. Make
yours a gift.



've never played a single game in my life. Not

cricket, which every Indian child supposedly

breathes. Not football, which my students
chase with such passion. Not even marbles, which
requires nothing but dirt and determination. When
you are four years old and your father dies in an
accident, leaving your mother with debts and six
children to feed, playgrounds become luxuries you
can't afford. The only ball I chased was my next
meal. The only race I ran was against hunger. And
yet recently, I was elected Chief Patron of the
Volleyball Federation of India, a four-year term that
builds on my tenure as VFI President from 2020 to
2024. The FIVB has given me their Grand Cross
Award and made me a member of the Volleyball
Foundation Council. The Odisha Cricket
Association honoured me with their Trailblazer of
Sports Award. My institutions have sent 23
Olympians and 3 Paralympians to represent India,
the highest from any university in the country.
There's something almost Zen about this paradox.
The person who promotes sports most aggressively

THE COURT I NEVER
PLAYED ON Why a
man who never held
a ball became sport's
greatest believer

DR. ACHYUTA SAMANTA

never experienced sport's joy himself. But perhaps
that's precisely why.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE

EMPTY HAND

When Leander Paes, eight-time Grand Slam
doubles champion, Padma Bhushan, first Asian
man in the Tennis Hall of Fame visited KIIT last
year to establish the Leander Paes-Samanta Sports
Academy, he said something that stayed with me:
"You have world-class facilities I've never seen
elsewhere." I didn't tell him then, but I thought:
How would I know? I've never stepped on a tennis
court as a player. I've never served. Never volleyed.
Never felt the sting of a lost match or the rush of a

won point.

But I know poverty. And I know what poverty
steals, not just food or shelter, but possibility itself.
The tribal child who has never seen a rugby ball




#AOG2026

doesn't lack talent. She lacks access. The boy from a
remote village who could throw javelin at Olympic
distances doesn't lack potential. He lacks
infrastructure. Sport, I realized early, was the great
equalizer that India had never truly democratized.
So we built it. We built stadiums when KIIT was
still struggling—20,000-seat athletic stadiums,
30,000-seat cricket grounds, astro-turf hockey
fields that no other Indian university possessed. We
promoted rugby and chess from scratch in Odisha
when they had neither infrastructure nor tradition.
We established ten sports academies across the
state, taking sports to rural areas—volleyball in
Kandhamal, Phulbani, and Boudh; chess in
Kalarabanka. People thought I was mad. "Focus on
academics first," they said. "Sports is expensive.
You can't afford this." They were right about the
cost. They were wrong about affordability. We
couldn'tafford NOT to.

PLAY WHILE YOU LEARN,

LEARN WHILE YOU PLAY

At KISS, we've educated over 90,000 tribal
children. But education isn't just classroom
learning. It's holistic development—mind, body,
spirit. Sports teaches what textbooks cannot. When
Dumuni Marndi, Tarulata Naik, Mama Naik, and
Hupi Majhi—four tribal girls from KISS—made it
to India's Rugby 7s Women's Team at the Asian
Games 2023, they didn't just represent India. They
represented a philosophy: that giving opportunity is
more powerful than giving sympathy. These girls
had never touched a rugby ball before KISS. Now
they're national athletes. That transformation didn't
happen through charity. It happened through
infrastructure, coaching, nutrition, belief. Twelve

KIIT students qualified for the Paris Olympics

2024—the largest contingent from any Indian
university. | announced Rs 7 lakh for each athlete.
Not charity. Recognition. They'd earned it through
years of discipline, sacrifice, training. CA Bhavani
Devi became India's first fencer at Olympics. Amit
Rohidas anchored our hockey team. Kishore
Kumar Jena threw javelin. Sajan Prakash swam.
These are athletes who competed at the highest
level because someone gave them a court to play

on.

THE GUINNESS RECORD AS

MANIFESTO

October 4, 2024. The KISS Volleyball Foundation
Festival. 430 players broke the Guinness World
Record for the largest volleyball exhibition match.
Eight hours. Final score: 736-756. But the real
score was different. Forty thousand spectators
witnessed something rare: collective achievement
without individual glory. Four hundred and thirty
people—students, coaches, professionals, tribal
children, urban youth—played together. Not to win
medals. To prove that barriers crumble when
communities unite. The FIVB was watching. They
made KIIT-KISS their Centre of Excellence in
India. They integrated the Art of Giving philosophy
into 220+ national federations worldwide. What
started on a Bhubaneswar court is now a global
movement.Because that's what sports teaches if
you're paying attention: giving isn't about charity.
It's about circulation. The tribal girl who receives
coaching today becomes the coach tomorrow. The
infrastructure built for one generation serves five
more. The volleyball court in Kandhamal that
seemed extravagant fifteen years ago has now
produced national players. Investment in sports

isn't expense. It's multiplication.



THE MAN WHO NEVER
PLAYED, TEACHING INDIA
HOWTO PLAY

Sometimes I'm asked: "How can you promote
sports when you never experienced it yourself?"
Wrong question. The right question is: "Having
experienced poverty, how could you NOT promote
sports?" Poverty taught me what privilege
hides—that talent is universal but opportunity is
not. That the difference between an Olympian and a
day laborer often isn't ability; it's access. That
systems determine destinies more than individuals
do. I couldn't play because the system failed
children like me. So I built a system that wouldn't
fail the next generation. We now have over 300
sports personnel working under KIIT & KISS's
Department of Sports. Our athletes compete
internationally. We've integrated chess into KISS's
academic curriculum—the only institution in India
to do so. We're associate sponsors of Rugby India.
We're preparing more than fifteen students for the
Los Angeles Olympics 2028. When I say "What the
rest of India is doing today, we started 24 years
ago," I'm not boasting. I'm stating temporal truth: If
you wait for perfect conditions to give, you never
start.

THE ART OF GIVING, SERVED
AND SPIKED

The Art of Giving—the movement I formalized in
2013—has grown to 2.5 million practitioners
across 120 countries. People ask how sports
connects to giving. The answer is embarrassingly
simple: Sports IS giving.Every pass is an act of
trust. Every assist prioritizes team over ego. Every
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loss teaches humility. Every victory shared
becomes joy multiplied. The athlete who trains for
hours sacrifices comfort for excellence—giving
present ease for future possibility. And sports gives
back. Juana Murmu in athletics. Purnima Hembram
in athletics. Sumitra Nayak in rugby. Rutuparna
Panda in badminton. Sriyanka Sadangi in shooting.
Names that would never have emerged from their
villages now represent India internationally. [ didn't
give them talent. I gave them a court. The rest they
earned themselves.

THE FINALWHISTLE

Last month, the National Youth Volleyball
Championship was approved to be hosted at KIIT.
Another generation will play on courts I'll never
experience as an athlete but will always experience
as a builder. There's poetry in that. The man who
starved now feeds thousands. The child who
couldn't afford to play now sends hundreds to the
Olympics. The orphan who lost everything gives
opportunity to those who have nothing. Sports
taught me—even without playing—its greatest
lesson: The game changes when everyone gets to
play. The score matters less than who keeps score.
And the greatest assist is giving someone else their
shot. I still don't know what it feels like to spike a
volleyball, sink a three-pointer, or score a goal. But
[ know what it feels like to watch a tribal child who
had nothing become an Olympian. That's the only
game worth playing. That's the only trophy worth
winning. And that's the art of giving, made kinetic.
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Excerpts from a Panel Discussion
Women in Sports: From Representation
to Real Empowerment

n a vibrant Sunday morning (14"
O December 2025), a distinguished panel of

international women leaders gathered to
discuss a theme that is reshaping the global sporting
landscape: Women in Sports — Leadership,
Inclusion, and Empowerment Pathways. The
discussion moved beyond symbolism and statistics
to address a deeper question—what does genuine
empowerment in sports truly look like?

Bringing together leaders from diverse cultural and
professional backgrounds, the panel reflected not
only on achievements but also on the work that
remains ahead.

Confidence Begins at Home
For Ms. Anna Manuelian, FIVB Head of
International Affairs and Communications, the
journey into sports leadership began with family.
She emphasized that empowerment is often rooted
in early encouragement and self-belief.

“Girls often feel they need to be 150% prepared
before stepping forward,” she observed,

contrasting this with how boys are often
conditioned to take risks more readily. Her message
to young women was clear: develop competence,
continue learning, and believe in your ability to
achieve great things.

Education, she noted, is not confined to degrees.
Lifelong learning—through experiences, cultures,
languages, and mentorship—is what builds true
confidence. Mentorship, in particular, played a
transformative role in her own journey.
Surrounding oneself with inspiring individuals
accelerates growth. But empowerment is not a
solitary achievement. “Send the elevator back
down,” she urged. Success carries responsibility.
The opportunities one receives must be passed on
to the next generation.

From Athlete to Leader: SKkills That
Stay

Ms. Jana Kulan, an international volleyball
coach (FIVB), offered powerful insights into
transition—one of the most uncertain phases in an
athlete's career. Many sportspersons struggle with



identity once their competitive years end. Yana
challenged that narrative.

“The qualities you develop on the field translate
directly into life,” she explained. Discipline, time
management, teamwork, respect for opponents,
and resilience are not confined to sport—they are
life skills. She also emphasized collaboration over
competition between genders. Women's
empowerment is not about isolation from men; it is
about partnership. Sharing knowledge multiplies
impact. Quoting a mentor, she illustrated how
exchanging ideas, unlike exchanging objects,
doubles value for both sides.

Her advice to young athletes was simple yet
profound: shift your mindset. You are not “only” an
athlete on the court—you are that capable,
disciplined person everywhere.

Believe, Prepare, Deliver

Ms. Giuseppina Rigamonti, Finance and
Administration Director at FIVB, with over three
decades of experience in international sport
governance, spoke from the vantage point of
longevity. Her journey began in an operational role
and evolved through consistent competence and
trust earned over time. Leadership, she stressed, is
not granted overnight—it is built through
preparation and delivery.

Her core message to young women was direct:
“Believe in yourself. Learn, be prepared, and trust
your competence.” Too often, women hesitate until
they feel perfectly ready. But growth requires
stepping forward even before certainty arrives.

Courage, she added, is not the absence of doubt but
the decision to act despite it.

Beyond Numbers: Creating Safe

and Supportive Ecosystems

Dr. Nikita Ahaya, Jt. Director, Communication,
KIIT-DU brought an institutional perspective to
the conversation, highlighting that representation
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alone does not equal empowerment. True inclusion
means women are heard, respected, and given
meaningful opportunities.

Empowerment is not about token numbers on
paper—it is about voice, safety, and sustained
support. Institutions must invest not only in athletes
after they succeed but from the very beginning of
their journeys. Building ecosystems that support
families, provide mentorship, and celebrate
achievements creates a culture where others feel
inspired to follow.

One of the most critical foundations of
empowerment, she emphasized, is a safe space.
Zero tolerance for harassment and a culture of
dignity allow women to learn and lead without fear.
When safety is assured, potential flourishes.

Recognition also matters. Celebrating
achievements publicly does more than reward
individuals—it signals to countless others that
success is attainable.

Global Platforms, Local Impact

The discussion also highlighted how international
sporting bodies are expanding opportunities for
women through structured programs, grassroots
outreach, and targeted investments in women's
national teams. Initiatives such as women-focused
seminars, coaching support, and participation in
global competitions are opening doors for athletes
from regions where opportunities were previously
limited.

For many young women, stepping onto an
international court or competing abroad is not justa
sporting milestone—it is life-changing exposure.
Such experiences build confidence, broaden
horizons, and challenge social barriers.



$
>
O
Q)
N
o
N
o~

hen I first started running along the

riverbanks of Chaka Gopalpur, I

wasn't thinking about social change. I
was a young girl from a weaver's family, simply
trying to keep up with my sister, Saraswati. Back
then, "inclusion" wasn't a word in my vocabulary,
but the feeling of exclusion certainly was. I knew
what it felt like to be told what a girl could or
couldn't do, and later, what a woman's body should
or shouldn'tlook like

Today, as we celebrate the Art of Giving at KIIT
University, I look back and realize that every drop
of sweat on the track was more than just
training—it was an act of defiance and a tool for
transformation.

Breaking the Barriers of Identity

Sports possess a unique, almost magical power to
level the playing field. On the starting blocks, your
caste, your financial background, and your private
life do not matter. The stopwatch does not
discriminate. For many of us from marginalized

Beyond the Track:
Sports as the Ultimate
Catalyst for Change

Dutee Chand

communities, sports are the first place where we are
judged solely on our merit and hard work.

However, the journey toward true inclusion is
rarely a straight line. I have faced hurdles that
weren't made of wood and metal, but of prejudice
and rigid regulations. Whether it was the battle over
hyperandrogenism or the personal decision to live
authentically as a member of the LGBTQ-+
community, sports gave me the platform to fight for
the right to exist as [ am. By staying on the track, I
wasn't just running for medals; I was running for
every person who has been told they don't belong.

Inclusion as a Team Effort
At KIIT and KISS, I see the "Art of Giving" in its

most powerful form: the gift of opportunity. When
we provide a young tribal girl with a pair of spikes
or a local boy with a coach, we aren't just giving
them a hobby. We are giving them a sense of
agency.

Inclusion in sports means:



Accessibility: Ensuring that physical and

economic barriers don't stop talent.
Representation: Showing young people

that someone who looks like them or comes

from their village can reach the Olympics.
Dignity: Respecting the natural variations

and identities of every athlete.

The Finish Line is Just the

Beginning

As athletes and students of this great university, we
must remember that our influence extends beyond
the stadium walls. Use your platform to advocate
for those in the shadows. Sports can teach a nation
how to embrace diversity, how to fail with grace,
and how to win with humility.

The "Art of Giving" in sports is not just about
donating equipment; it is about giving your voice to

the voiceless and your strength to the movement for

equality. Let us ensure that the next generation of
athletes doesn't have to fight the same battles we
did. Let the track be a place where everyone,
regardless of who they are or where they come
from, can run toward their dreams at full speed.

About the Author

Dutee Chand is a decorated Indian sprinter and
recipient of the prestigious Arjuna Award (2020).
A double Asian Games silver medalist and two-
time Olympian, she holds the national record in
the women's 100m. She made history as the first
Indian to win gold in the 100m at the World
Universiade and was honored with the Ekalavya
Award. Beyond the track, she is a prominent
LGBTQ+ advocate and empowers grassroots

athletes through her foundation.
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Champions are Built
on Belief: The Power of
Institutional Support

hen I stepped onto the field in Paris for

the 2024 Olympics, I carried more

than just my hockey stick. I carried
the hopes of a billion people, the dreams of a small
village in Sundargarh, and the unwavering belief of
an institution that has become my second home:
KIIT University.

As a "first rusher" in hockey, my job is to sprint
toward danger—to block a speeding ball during a
penalty corner. It requires split-second bravery. But
bravery on the field is only possible when you have
peace of mind off the field. This is the essence of
"Institutional Support." For an athlete, it is the
invisible spine that keeps us upright when the
pressure of competition threatens to break us.

Growing up in Saunamara, [ saw talent
everywhere. But | also saw that talent often fades
when it meets the harsh reality of financial struggle
or the difficult choice between a career and an
education. [ have been fortunate. My journey to two

Olympic medals was paved by the "Art of
Giving"—a philosophy championed by our
Founder, Dr. Achyuta Samanta. To me, the Art of
Giving in sports isn't just about charity; it is about
"Helping the Help." It is about an institution saying
to an athlete, "You focus on the podium; we will
focus on your future."

KIIT and KISS have built a world-class ecosystem
where sports and academics are not rivals, but
partners. With 18 sports complexes and an
infrastructure that rivals the best in the world, KIIT
provides the "tools." But more importantly, through
scholarships, flexible academic schedules, and
direct financial incentives—Iike the X7 lakh reward
I received alongside my fellow Olympians—the
university provides the "trust."

When an athlete knows they have a high-
performance gym to train in, a super-specialty
hospital for recovery, and a mentor like Dr.
Samanta who celebrates every win as his own, their



confidence doubles. You don't just play for yourself
anymore; you play for the family that stands behind
you.

As we look toward 2026 and beyond, my message
to the young athletes at KIIT is this: You are part of
a unique legacy. You are in a place where your
sweat is valued and your dreams are protected.
Take this support, turn it into discipline, and
use itto bring glory to our nation.

In hockey, the team wins, not the ,
individual. In life, the athlete wins
because the institution dared to

give them a chance. :

About the Author
Amit Rohidas is a

legendary Indian hockey
defender and a two-time
Olympic Bronze

Medalist (Tokyo 2020, Paris 2024). A recipient of
the prestigious Arjuna Award, he has
represented India in over 231 international
matches and was a key member of the Gold-

medal winning team at the 2023 Asian
Games. A proud student of KIIT
.\ University, Amit is a vocal advocate for
. theintegration of sports and education to
empower the next generation of Indian
champions.
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The Invisible Relay:
Why Champions
Are Made by
Institutions, Not
Just Individuals

n the world of sprinting, the spotlight is

unforgiving. It focuses entirely on the lone

figure in the lane, the singular burst of energy,
and the fraction of a second that defines a career.
When I broke the national record with a time of
10.26 seconds, the world saw a man running
against time. But what the cameras didn't capture
was the invisible relay team that ran every meter
with me long before the starting gun fired.

The narrative of the "self-made athlete" is a myth.
No athlete makes it to the podium alone. Behind
every medal is an ecosystem of faith, infrastructure,
and institutional will. As we move further into
2026, the conversation must shift from merely
celebrating champions to rigorously analyzing the
soil that grows them. This is where the role of
institutional support becomes the deciding factor
between a talent wasted and a legend created.

The Infrastructure of Belief Institutional support
is often mistaken for merely financial sponsorship
or access to a synthetic track. While these are
critical—I know first-hand the difference that

Amiya Kumar Mallick

training at world-class facilities, like the Racers
Track Club in Jamaica, can make—true support
goes deeper. It is about an institution believing in a
young athlete's potential when the world sees only
risk.

At KIIT University, I found this rare form of
"infrastructure of belief." It is not just about the 16
sports complexes or the Olympic-standard
swimming pools that dot our campus; it is about a
culture that treats sports not as an extracurricular
distraction, but as a core pillar of human
development. When an educational institution
integrates elite sporting goals with academic
flexibility—allowing an athlete to pursue an MBA
while chasing national records—it sends a
powerful message: You do not have to choose
between your future and your passion.

The Art of Giving in Sports This brings me to a
philosophy that is deeply embedded in the soil of
Odisha and my alma mater: Art of Giving founded
by Dr. Achyuta Samanta, this philosophy is
associated with humanitarian compassion, but its
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application in sports is profound. holistic care to thousands of indigenous children,

and by equipping elite athletes with state-of-the-art

In the sporting context, the "Art of . .
resources, we are proving that excellence is

Giving" is the act of providing

) i y democratized when institutions care.
opportunity without the

i
-

To build a sporting nation, we need more than just
talent hunts; we need institutions that act as
- guardians of dreams. We need

immediate expectation of a return
on investment. It is the university
that identifies a tribal athlete

3
from a remote village, not . 24, - universities, corporations, and bodies
because they are already a < -;':. that understand that supporting an
champion, but because T O athlete is the highest form of

they deserve the chance to nation-building.
become one. It is the coach

B < cxirahours,fhe The finish line is just the end of

/

offers guidance during injury.

the race. The victory is won in
. the years of support that came
before it.

administration that waives

a fee, and the mentor who

About the Author
Amiya Kumar Mallick is
an acclaimed Indian

When institutions practice this ‘
form of giving, they create a
cycle of gratitude and excellence.
Athletes who receive this selfless
support grow up with a desire to

give back—to their state, their

sprinter and the
& national record
holder in the 100m

con R, . men's sprint (10.26s). Hailing from

generation. We run harder not
just for personal glory, but to
vindicate the trust placed in us.

Odisha, he is widely recognized as the
"Fastest Man of India.” An MBA alumnus of
KIIT University, Amiya has represented India at
the Asian Athletics Championships, the
A Model for the Future Aswe | . Commonwealth Games, and the World
look at the sporting landscape of Championships. He remains a dedicated
2026, the KIIT and KISS model advocate for sports infrastructure and athlete
stands as a blueprint. By welfare in India

providing free education and
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y journey didn't start with professional

gear or climate-controlled gyms; it

began with a bamboo stick and a dream
that felt almost impossible. In the beginning, I
lacked the luxury of electric equipment; training
instead under the relentless South Indian sun for a
stage [ wasn't even sure existed. Looking back from
Tokyo 2020, I've realized that while we often
celebrate an athlete's individual grit, the real engine
behind my success was the 'Art of Giving'—a
collective force that turns raw talent into Olympic
reality.

The Philosophy of the Unconditional

The "Art of Giving," a philosophy championed by
Dr. Achyuta Samanta, is not just about charity; it is
about creating a sustainable ecosystem of hope. For
an athlete, "giving" comes in many forms. It is the
coach who gives their time and belief when the
world sees no potential. It is the parents who
sacrifice their comforts to buy that first pair of
shoes. For me, this philosophy became a lived
reality when I joined the KIIT & KISS fraternity.

The Sharp Edge of
Purpose: Why
Athletes Need More
Than Just a Sword

C. A. Bhavani Devi

In sports, we often talk about "technical support,"
but we rarely discuss "moral support." Dr.
Samanta's vision at KIIT & KISS transcends
traditional education. By providing world-class
infrastructure to over 5,000 active athletes—many
from humble tribal backgrounds—he is giving
them the "third eye" of opportunity. When I was
felicitated at KIIT, I didn't just see stadiums; [ saw a
sanctuary where dreams are protected.

Infrastructure as a Catalyst

To compete globally, passion alone isn't enough.
You need the right environment. KIIT Sports has
revolutionized this in India. With 18 international-
standard sports complexes, Olympic-sized
swimming pools, and high-performance gyms, it
has become a beacon for Indian sports. Whether it
is the athletics track where my friend Dutee Chand
trained or the specialized arenas for rugby and
volleyball, the message is clear: If you have the
talent, we will give you the world.

This infrastructure is the physical manifestation of



the Art of Giving. It tells a young girl from a remote
village that her aspirations are valid. It tells a coach
that their dedication will be met with the best tools
available.

A Call to Action

To my fellow athletes and the coaches who shape
us: remember that our journeys are interconnected.
Success is not a destination we reach alone; it is a
relay race of generosity. The Art of Giving teaches
us that when we rise, we must lift others with us.

I urge every sports enthusiast and citizen to
embra ce this spirit. Support grassroots sports,

mentor a junior, or simply
T —— share a word of

Ty,

Nxg

o

encouragement. By fostering a culture of giving,
we ensure that the next generation of Indian
champions doesn't have to start with bamboo
sticks, but with the unwavering support of a nation
that believes in the transformative power of sports.

Author Bio

C. A. Bhavani Devi is a trailblazing Indian sabre
fencer and the first Indian fencer to qualify for and
com pete in the Olympic Games (Tokyo 2020).

An alumna of KIIT Deemed to be
University and an Arjuna Awardee, she

has won historic medals at the Asian
Fencing Championships and the
Commonwealth Fencing
Championships. Bhavani is a
passionate advocate for sports
development and social
empowerment through the
Artof Giving.
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hen I look back at my career,

specifically that moment in 2002 when

I broke the national record in the 100m
hurdles, people often see the glory of the finish line.
They see the timing—13.38 seconds—and the
medal. But they rarely see the years of running on
uneven ground, the lack of proper shoes in the early
days, or the community that silently lifted me up
when my legs were too tired to carry on.

As we celebrate the "Art of Giving" in 2026 with a
special focus on sports, I am reminded that the true
spirit of athletics is not found in the bright lights of
the Olympics, but in the dusty playgrounds of our
villages and the narrow lanes of our
neighborhoods. This is where the seed is sown.
Grassroots sports are not merely about identifying
talent; they are about community building,
discipline, and, most importantly, the generosity of
opportunity.

In Odisha, we have witnessed a paradigm shift. We
have moved from a time when sports were an
afterthought to an era where they are a priority. But
the most profound impact of this shift is visible not

From the Mud Tracks
to the Podium:

The Silent Revolution
of Grassroots Sports

just in our stadiums, but in our tribal hinterlands
and rural pockets. This brings me to the philosophy
of Art of Giving, envisioned by Dr. Achyuta
Samanta. In the world of athletics, "giving" is often
quantified in sponsorship money or equipment.
However, the truest form of giving in sports is
providing access.

When an institution like KIIT and KISS opens its
doors to thousands of tribal children, handing them
not just books but hockey sticks, rugby balls, and
running spikes, it is an act of nation-building. [ have
watched closely as the KIIT ecosystem has
produced thousands of sporting talents. This didn't
happen by accident; it happened because someone
decided that a child’s economic background should
not dictate their ability to play. That is the essence
of community impact. It is about telling a young
girl from a remote village that her energy, her
speed, and her spirit have value.

Sports at the grassroots level teach us empathy.
When you play in a village team, you share your
joys & tears, you share your victories, and you
share your defeats. You learn that you cannot win a



relay race alone. This sentiment perfectly mirrors
the Art of Giving philosophy—peace, friendship,
and happiness through helping others.

As we look toward the future of Indian sports in
2026, my message to the community is simple: Be a
mentor. You don’t need to be an Olympian to give
back. If you see a child running barefoot with
promise, buy them a pair of shoes. If you see a local
club struggling for organization, volunteer your
time. The "Art of Giving" through sports is about
removing the hurdles from someone else's track so
they can run faster than you ever did.

Let us pledge to make sports a vehicle for
compassion. Let us ensure that every child in
Odisha, regardless of their zip code, has the right to
sweat, play, and dream. That is the ultimate gold
medal we can win as a society.

About the Author
Olympian Dr. Anuradha Biswal is a legendary

Indian hurdler and a proud daughter of Odisha.
The first woman from Odisha to represent India at
the Sydney Olympics (2000), she held the 100m
hurdles national record for two decades. A
recipient of the Ekalabya Award (2000), she also
earned the Biju Patnaik Sportsperson of the Year
(2002) and the Biju Patnaik Lifetime Achievement
Award (2013). An Asian Championships silver and
bronze medalist (2000), she now serves at NALCO,
mentoring athletes and championing sports
infrastructure in her home state
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The Pulse of the Podium:

n the world of high-performance athletics, we
often measure success by the fraction of a
second on a stopwatch or the height of a bar.
But as someone who has spent decades on the
track—from the National Institute of Sports in
Patiala to the vibrant stadiums of KIIT
University—I have learned that the true "Art of
Giving" isn't found in the medals we win, but in the

journeys we share.

Heading into Art of Giving 2026, we commemorate
the enduring legacy of Dr. Achyuta Samanta. His
philosophy shifts the focus of philanthropy from
material assets to the profound impact of selfless
service. In sports, "Giving" is the unconditional
transfer of wisdom, opportunity, and hope. It is the
coach who stays two hours late to fix a technical
flaw in a student’s stride, and the elite athlete who
returns to the grassroots to mentor the next

generation.

Inspiring Journeys of
Athletes and Coaches

Shri Sanjay Garnaik,

The Coach’s Gift: More Than Technique

A coach is often seen as a tactician. However, our
greatest gift is belief. I remember working with
athletes like Purnima Hembram and witnessing
how a single spark of encouragement can transform
a talented youngster into an international medalist.
At KIIT and KISS, we don't just provide world-
class synthetic tracks and high-performance gyms;
we provide a sanctuary where a child from a
marginalized background can dream of the
Olympics.

Giving in sports is about leveling the playing field.
When we open our doors to 30,000 tribal children at
KISS, offering them the same elite facilities as any
professional athlete, we are practicing the ultimate
Art of Giving. We are giving them a choice, a voice,

and a platform to show the world their resilience.



The Athlete’s Journey: A Story of Resilience

The journey of a KIITian athlete is rarely a straight
line. It is a path paved with the "Art of Giving" at
every turn. Think of our 15 representatives at the
Paris 2024 Olympics. Their success was built on
the collective support of mentors, the vision of an
institution that prioritized their welfare, and their
own willingness to give back to their roots.

For an athlete, the journey involves giving their
sweat, their discipline, and eventually, their legacy.
The 2026 Sports Edition of this movement
highlights that when an athlete succeeds, they carry
their community with them. Their victory belongs
to the village they came from and the coaches who

stood by them when the stands were empty.

A Callto Action for 2026
As we promote KIIT Sports and the Art of Giving

this year, I urge every stakeholder—coaches,
parents, and fans—to look beyond the scoreboard.
Let us foster an environment where sportsmanship

is valued as much as silver and gold. Let us give our
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time to the young talent who lacks a pair of shoes

but possesses a heart full of fire.

In the end, our legacy will not be the records we
broke, but the lives we touched. Join us in making
2026 a year where every sprint, every jump, and

every goal is a tribute to the spirit of selfless giving.

Author Bio

Shri Sanjay Garnaik is the Chief Athletics Coach at
KIIT University and KISS Foundation,
Bhubaneswar. A former Chief Coach of the Indian
Junior Athletics Team for Athens Olympic Games-
2004 and a recipient of the Biju Patnaik Sports
Award, More than years 34 years of coaching
experiences of grass route coaching to Olympics by
producing many Asian medalists in athletics. An
IAAF-World Athletics certified expert, Shri
Garnaik is a key figure in India’s "Khelo India"
talent identification and a passionate advocate for

social empowerment through sports.
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s I stand on the synthetic track of the

Kalinga Stadium, the air thick with the

familiar scent of anticipation and the
distant hum of'the city, | am reminded that the life of
an athlete is rarely measured by the few seconds
spent in a sprint. Instead, it is defined by the
thousands of hours spent in the shadows—hours of
resilience, the steady hand of mentorship, and the
ultimate realization that our greatest victory lies in
what we leave behind for the next generation.

The Anatomy of Resilience

People often ask me about the "secret" to longevity
in professional athletics. My journey from the quiet
lanes of Kandhamal to the global stage of the Rio
Olympics and the 2025 Asian Athletics
Championships has been anything but a straight
line. Resilience isn’t just about "bouncing back"
from injury or a poor timing; it is the quiet, stubborn
choice to show up when the limelight has faded.

Beyond the Finish Line:
The True Rhythm
of the Track

Srabani Nanda

There were times, especially during the
challenging years in Jamaica, when the distance
from home and the weight of expectations felt like a
headwind I couldn't beat. But sports teach us a
fundamental truth: the track doesn't care about your
past accolades; it only cares about your current
resolve. Resilience is the muscle we build every
time we decide that our dream is worth one more

lap, one more rep, and one more day of discipline.
The Power of the "Lifting Hand”

No athlete is a self-made island. My career is a
mosaic of the wisdom imparted by coaches, the
support of the Odisha government, and the
visionary ecosystem created by Dr. Achyuta
Samanta at KIIT and KISS. Mentorship is the
"lifting hand" that steadies & navigates us when our
own legs give up.

At KIIT, I have seen how a supportive environment
can transform a raw talent into an Olympian. A



mentor does more than correcting your posture;
they redefine your perspective. They teach you that
failure is not a destination but a data point. To the
students and budding athletes at KIIT, I say this:
find your mentors, listen to the critiques that sting
the most, and remember that even the fastest
runners in the world need a pacer to keep them on
track.

The Artof Giving Back

As we rejoice the "Art of Giving" in 2026, we must
redefine what it means to "give." In sports, giving
isn’t always about financial philanthropy; it is
about the "Giving of Self." It is about sharing the
hard-earned lessons of the track with a junior
athlete who is struggling with his start. It is about
using our platform to prove that a girl from a small
village in Odisha can indeed take on the world.

Giving back is the process of turning our success
into a bridge for others to cross. Whether it is
through coaching, advocacy, or simply being a
visible proof of possibility, our responsibility as
sportspersons is to ensure that the path we cleared is
wide enough for a hundred others to follow.

The finish line is just a tape. The real legacy is the
spirit we ignite in those who run beside us and those
who will run after us in future.

Author Bio

Srabani Nanda is a premier Indian international
sprinter and a Rio Olympian specializing in the
100m and 200m sprints. A pride of Odisha, she has
represented India at the Commonwealth Games,
Asian Games, and World Championships, recently
securing a silver medal at the 2025 Asian Athletics
Championships. An advocate for sports excellence
and youth empowerment, Srabani continues to
inspire the next generation through her life journey

with grit and dedication.
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n my decades on the football field—from the

dusty grounds of Banapur to leading the Indian

National Team—I have learned one
undeniable truth: a medal may gather dust, but the
character built on the playground lasts a lifetime.
As we approach the Art of Giving Sports Edition
2026, it is time to look beyond professional
accolades and recognize the true power of sports:
its ability to heal, unite, and elevate communities at
the grassroots level.

Grassroots sports are the heartbeat of any sporting
nation. They are not merely about identifying the
next star athlete; they are about providing a child in
a remote village with the confidence to dream.
When a girl from a tribal community kicks a
football for the first time, she isn't just playing a
game; she is breaking a barrier. This philosophy is
deeply embedded in the DNA of KIIT and KISS.
Under the guidance of Dr. Achyuta Samanta, we
have witnessed how providing world-class
sporting infrastructure to indigenous children does
not just produce Olympians—it produces

Beyond the Scoreboard:
How Grassroots
Sports Transforms
Communities

b Sradhanjali Samantaray

empowered citizens who return to uplift their own
communities.

The Art of Giving, a philosophy of life that
emphasizes selfless contribution, finds its most
dynamic expression in sports. Sportsmanship is the
art of giving—giving respect to your opponent,
giving your best effort for the team, and giving back
to the game that made you who you are. The 2026
Sports Edition of this movement is more than a
tournament; it is a call to action. It challenges us to
ensure that sports remain inclusive, accessible, and
compassionate. It asks us to mentor the young, fund
local clubs, and ensure that no talent goes unnoticed
duetoalack of resources.

Community impact starts when we treat sports as a
tool for social engineering. In Odisha, we have seen
how football and rugby have pulled youth away
from extremism and idleness, channeling their
energy into constructive discipline. When we
invest in grassroots programs, we are investing in
health, education, and social cohesion. A village
that plays together, stays together.



As we gear up for the events of 2026, let us pledge to
make sports a vehicle for kindness. Whether you are a
coach, a parent, or an administrator, your role is
pivotal. Let us create an ecosystem where the joy of
playing is valued as much as the glory of winning. Let
us embrace the spirit of the Art of Giving, ensuring
that the playing field is truly level for everyone,
regardless of their background.

Together, let’s build a legacy where every child has
the right to play, and every community has the power
torise.

About the Author
Sradhanjali Samantaray is a former Captain of the

Indian Women's National Football Team and a
pioneering figure in Indian sports. Hailing from
Odisha, she was the first woman from the state to lead
the national side. Currently, she serves as a highly
respected coach and sports administrator, holding an
AFC'A' Coaching License. She is deeply committed
to mentoring young talent and works closely with
initiatives at KIIT and KISS to promote sports for
social development
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Being a member of the KIIT and KISS family
and working under the inspiring leadership
of Prof. Achyuta Samanta makes me feel
incredibly privileged. Even if not everyone
has the chance to meet Prof. Achyuta
Samanta, the founder of KIT and KISS
directly, all the stakeholders of KIIT and KISS
are inspired by his vision, humility, and
remarkable ability to create and run world-
class organizations. KIIT and KISS are more
than just educational establishments; they
are ecosystems of transformation that have
changed the course of innumerable lives
and greatly elevated Odisha and India.
Among their various accomplishments, their
influence on sports is among the most
noteworthy.

When Prof. Samanta started making
significant investments in sports facilities
long back, many detractors questioned his
objectives and even made fun of his vision.
His vision, though, has turned out to be
groundbreaking. Football fields, hockey turfs,

The Art of Giving
at the Heart of
Sports Excellence

Sukanta Chandra Swain

swimming pools, archery ranges, indoor
arenas, athletic tracks, stadiums that meet
international standards and specialized
training facilities are all features of KIIT and
KISS today. Thousands of young athletes who
would not have otherwise had access to
such possibilities, especially those from
tribal and impoverished families, now
receive nurturing from these organizations.
Sports can empower, uplift, and transform
people, according to his straightforward but
profound belief. Under Prof. Samanta's
patronage, KIIT and KISS have supported and
hosted a number of major national and
international sporting events. The FIH Men's
Hockey World Cup Trophy Tour was one of
these; it came to the campus to encourage
future players and solidify Odisha's
reputation as India’s hockey hub. Along with
hosting the South Asian Athletics Meets and
the Asian Junior Women's Football
Championship, KIIT has also played host to
other National Inter-University
Championships in basketball, volleyball,



football, and athletics. In order to give tribal
athletes a chance to represent India
internationally, KISS has been pleased to
organize the World Indigenous Games
Selection and Training Programs. By hosting
the KISS National Tribal Sports Meet, the
organizations have preserved indigenous
athletic traditions while uniting thousands of
tribal athletes from all over the nation.

Support for India’'s Olympic journey has also
been greatly aided by KIIT and KISS. So far,
KIIT and KISS have produced and supported
more than 20 Olympians who have brought
glory to India by competing at prestigious
global platforms such as the Olympic
Games, Commonwealth Games, Asian
Games, and World Championships. Here,
Olympians in archery, hockey, rugby, and
athletics are among the notable athletes
who receive training and assistance. As
proud representatives of India and role
models for millions, a large number of KISS
students from highly marginalized tribal
groups have achieved international
recognition.

KIIT and KISS have produced thousands of
national-level athletes and hundreds of
international players in addition to
Olympians. Deserving athletes, particularly
those from underprivileged families, can
receive free schooling, boarding, housing,
nutrition, training, equipment, and
international exposure from the institutes.
This all-encompassing support structure
guarantees that talent will never be
hampered by financial constraints. The Art
of Giving, which Prof. Samanta formally
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establishedin 2013, is the foundation of these
efforts. The Art of Giving is a worldwide
humanitarian movement that inspires
people to contribute to society in any way
they can, not simply as a concept. Prof.
Samanta has provided opportunity, dignity,
and a sense of purpose to thousands of
youth via sports. He has turned sports into a
potent tool for social transformation. Once
living in abject poverty, a large number of
KISS students have matured on to become
world-class sports persons, government
workers, and community leaders. The real
meaning of giving - not charity, but
empowerment - is embodied in this
metamorphosis. Prof. Samanta’'s vision of
eeradicating poverty through education
logically carried over into sports since he
saw how they might halt cycles of poverty,
boost self-esteem, and open doors to
opportunities around the world. By making
Odisha a major player on the Indian sports
scene and helping the country's Olympic
campaign, Prof. Samanta has shown how
visionary leadership can change a region's
identity.

Today, KIIT and KISS are glaring examples of
how compassion, education, and sports can
all come together to create a more cohesive
community. Prof. Achyuta Samanta's
contributions to sports go beyond
infrastructure and medals; they also involve
empowering future generations, inspiring
optimism, and producing champions. His
work embodies the finest principles of the Art
of Giving: providing the nation with its future
champions, opportunity, and dignity.

“Senuice to others s the rent you pay for your noom here on eanth.

-Muhammad Ali, Boxing Champion & Activist
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Dr Achyuta Samanta:
A Life of Dedication
and the Spirit of Giving

| am privileged to share the philosophy of the
“Art of Giving”, a concept envisioned and lived
by Dr Achyuta Samanta, founder of KIIT and
KISS. The Art of Giving is not merely a slogan; it
is a powerful value system that emphasises
dedication, compassion, and responsibility
toward society.

As the great thinker Rabindranath Tagore
once said,

“I slept and dreamt that life was joy. | awoke
and saw that life was service.” The Art of
Giving beautifully transforms this thoughtinto
action.

Dr Samanta's life journey itself reflects this
philosophy. Rising from extreme poverty, he
transformed personal struggle into a mission
of service. Through the establishment of KIIT
University, he created a global centre of
excellence in education, technology,

Dr Devendra Nath Behera

research, sports, and medical sciences,
placing Odisha firmly on the world education
map. Simultaneously, through KISS, he
ensured that thousands of tribal and
underprivileged children received free
education, healthcare, nutrition, and
opportunities for holistic development.

The Art of Giving teaches us that education
must go beyond classrooms and degrees. It
must empower minds, build character,
promote innovation, and uplift communities.
This philosophy has encouraged the
development of universities, medical
colleges, modern healthcare facilities, and
world-class sports infrastructure, proving
that education and social responsibility can
grow together.

At the same time, KISS represents an
extraordinary model of inclusive education,
where thousands of tribal children receive



free education, healthcare, nutrition, and
holistic development. This reflects Nelson
Mandelad's belief that,

“Education is the most powerful weapon which
you canuse tochange the world.”

The Art of Giving challenges conventional
metrics of success. It reminds us that
institutions must not only produce skilled
professionals but also responsible citizens. By
investing in universities, medical colleges,
sports infrastructure, and community welfare,
Dr Samanta demonstrated that academic
excellence and social responsibility can coexist
and strengthen one another.

In today's rapidly changing, technology-driven
world, this philosophy is even more relevant. As
educators and scholars, we must inspire
learners to ask not only “What can | achieve?”
but also “What can | contribute?” As Albert
Einstein wisely stated,

“Only alife lived for others is alife worthwhile.”

Let us therefore embrace the Art of Giving in our
teaching, research, and institutional practices.
By doing so, we can shape a future where
education serves as a bridge between
knowledge and compassion, and where
progress is measured not just by growth, but by
the good we create for society.

Dr Achyuta Samanta is a renowned Indian
educationist, social worker, and visionary
leader from Odisha. Born on 20 January 1965 in
Kalarabanka village of Cuttack district, his life
journey is a true example of dedication, hard
work, and service to society. After losing his
father atthe young age of four, he was raised by
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his mother in extreme poverty along with six
siblings. Despite hardships, he completed his
Master's degree in Chemistry from Utkal
University.

In 1992, with limited resources but unlimited
determination, Dr Samanta founded the
Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT),
which later became a world-class private
university. KIIT today promotes excellence in
education, technology, research, sports,
medical science, and innovation, bringing
globalrecognition to Odisha.

In 1993, he established the Kalinga Institute of
Social Sciences (KISS), a unique residential
institution that provides free education, food,
healthcare, and vocational training to
thousands of tribal children. KISS reflects his
deep commitment to inclusive growth and
socialequality.

Dr Samanta also believes strongly in holistic
development. Under his guidance, KIIT and KISS
have excelled in sports, games, cultural
activities, and skill development, helping
students grow physically, mentally, and
morally. He has played a key role in developing
medical colleges, healthcare facilities, and
moderninfrastructure in Odisha.

In 2013, Dr Samanta launched the inspiring
movement “Art of Giving”, which promotes
kindness, sharing, and selfless service. “Art of
Giving” is not just a slogan, but a way of
life—rooted in dedication, compassion, and
nation-building.

Dr Achyuta Samanta's life proves that true
education empowers society, and true success
liesin giving back to humanity.



Art of Giving teaches us that giving does not
make us poorer; it makes society richer.

It inspires people to share education, skills,
and opportunities with those who need
them the most.

Through this thought, dedication turns into
action,and compassion turnsinto change.

The slogan encourages building strong
communities through education, sports,
healthcare, and technology.

Art of Giving reminds us that real success is
measured not by what we earn, but by what
we give back to society.

It promotes unity, humanity, and social

#AOG2026 -

responsibility for a brighter future.

The Art of Giving encourages us to serve
society through education, sports,
technology, and healthcare. It inspires the
development of universities, medical
institutions, and opportunities that help
people grow and succeed. Through this
noble ideq, thousands of lives have been
transformed, especially those from
underprivileged backgrounds.

This slogan reminds us that dedication and
compassion can bring real change. Let us
all follow the Art of Giving in our daily lives by
sharing knowledge, helping others, and
contributing to a better society.

"Sports can unite a groag of people from diffencut backyrounds, all working together to
aclhieve a commeon goal. ud even & they fall short, haning that jouwwey i an expericnce
they'll wever forget. ¢ can teack some of the modt fundamental and cmportant luman values:

- Ahmad Rashad, Sportscaster
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My Journey in Life:
With Art of Giving

Nitya Majhi

“Dreams are not limited by circumstances; they are realized by courage, opportunity, and perseverance.”
“When opportunity meets determination, even the humblest beginnings can rise to the world stage.”

My name is Nitya Majhi, and | come from the
Kandhamal district of Odisha. | was born into a
very poor tribal family, where life revolved
around hard work, sacrifice, and
perseverance. My father, Abraham Maijhi, was
a farmer who worked tirelessly in the fields to
feed our family. Though he is no longer with us,
his life and values continue to guide me every
day. My mother, Pusali Majhi, a devoted
housewife, carried the silent weight of our
home, often sacrificing her own needs so that
her children could eat and go to school. Their
love, struggles, and sacrifices shaped my
determination to succeed.

In 2013, my life changed when | joined the
Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) in
class-I. Coming from a family with limited
means, KISS became more than a school—it
became my home, my hope, and my path

forward.KISS, aninstitution exclusively for tribal
children, operates on the philosophy of the “Art
of Giving.” Through this philosophy, | was given
opportunities my family could not afford: free
education, proper nutrition, healthcare, sports
facilities,and, above all, belief in me.

In the same year, while studying in class-lll, |
was introduced to judo. For a farmer's son who
had never owned sports equipment, stepping
onto the judo mat felt surreal. Yet, with the
guidance of my coach and the support of KISS,
| learned discipline, perseverance, and the
spirit of competition. Judo became my
strength, my voice, and my path to a future |
neverimagined.

By class-VI (2015-16), | had participated in my
first State Judo Championship. That moment
marked the beginning of a journey that would



take me far beyond my village. Over the years, |
participated in 11 State Judo Championships
and many National-level competitions. Every
challenge, injury, and defeat strengthened my
resolve, and every success reflected the
support | received from my mentors and
institutions.

The most unforgettable moment of my life
came when | represented India at the
Commonwealth Judo Championship in
Birmingham, London, England, where, by the
grace of God, | won a Bronze Medal. Standing
on that podium, | thought of my father and
mother—my father's life of hard work and
sacrifices,and my mother's silent prayers. That
medal was not mine alone; it belonged to KISS,
KIIT, my coach, and Dr. Achyuta Samanta Sir,
whose vision and the Philosophy of Art of
Giving created a platform for children like me
torise.

Today, as a 20 years old, | am pursuing a
Master Degree in Physical Education and
Sports (MPES) at KIIT University & continuing to
grow academically and athletically. | follow

#AOG2026 -

structured sports nutrition, training, and
discipline, knowing that every achievement is
built on preparation, perseverance, and
guidance.

I humbly ascribe all my achievements to the
visionary leadership of Dr. Achyuta Samanta
Sir, Founder of KISS and KIIT University, whose
belief in the Art of Giving transformed my life. |
am deeply grateful to KISS, KIIT Universities,
and my coach, whose guidance, mentorship,
and unwavering support have shaped every
milestones that | have reached.

From a small tribal village in Kandhamal to an
International judo podium, my life reflects the
transformative power of opportunity,
guidance, and gratitude that Art of Giving
reflects. Though my father is no longer with me,
his spiritinspires every step | take.

“No dream is too big for those who are given
thechancetorise.”

“Hard work, guidance, and opportunity can
turntheimpossibleintoreality.”

"7 am a tuge believer in giving back and lelping out in the community and the wonld.
Ttinks globally, act locally 7 suppoce. T believe that the measune of a prendon's life io

- Steve Nash, NBA All-Star
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A Signature That
Changed My Life

“The greatest art is not hung on walls or written
in books — it is painted in moments of selfless
kindness, where one life touches another and
leaves behind alittle more light.”

In essence, this thought reminds us that some
creations aren't drawn with colours or carved
from stone — theyre made through quiet
gestures that brighten someone's world. A kind
word, a helping hand, a silent support — these
are the brushstrokes of the truest art. And that is
what the Art of Giving is. The Art of Giving is a
beautiful way of life started by our respected
Prof. Achyuta Samanta Sir, through his work Sir
has shown the world that giving isn't about how
much we have — it's about how much love we
are willing to share. | feel blessed to say that the
Art of Giving has touched my own life. For five
long years, my father tried to get me admitted
into KVS. But since Central Schools mostly give
preference to government employees’ children,
it seemed almost impossible for us. Just when
we were about to lose hope, Samanta Sir
stepped in. Without a second thought, without
expecting anything back, he helped us. With just

Sushree Priyadarshinee Jena

one signature, he changed the course of my life.

Today, after completing my schooling, | am
ready to move ahead — and it is all because of
that one selfless act. It wasn't just about getting
me into a school — it was about giving me a
chance, a future, and a dream to believe in. Prof.
Samanta Sir has been doing this for countless
people for many years. Sir himself has walked a
path filled with obstacles and challenges, yet
never strayed from his mission. His heart has
remained anchored in service because "True
giving asks for nothing but leaves behind
everything.” He is living proof that when giving
becomes a way of life, it transcends materiality
and becomes a force that shapeslives.

As | now stand ready to chase my dreams, |
carry with me this lesson to give without any
expectation, to stay strong even when the
journey gets tough, and to remember that real
success is not just about rising us, but about
lifting others too. Because in the end, it's the
kindness we spread that truly defines who we
are.

"Giving is the essence of life. It is a philosophy
that nurtures love, peace, and humanity”.

National Chess Player participated in the 53rd
KVS National Sports Meet-2024 in Chess.

" lfe con't siguilicant except for cto impact on othens' lives. "
- Jackie Robinson, Baseball Legend m



3k
>
@)
)
N
o
N
o~

q ool @Il | 980 69616 QIR 6RMIN @A
AR | QY6 @Y 6228 QL RN,
6920 Q0 Qe Ao QUR, 1R, 68 ARG
QIR A8l SRR | 6QRRIQ ¢ 69R6R
QIS 6RRAM | 6¢R 96 691IQ AR, AR RS
67160 G181 69N FIRIER A 62 AR | 671
A6R2E - 6K60696R ¢] 88 69416Q D0 TR
@8 90 R QAMIEE PR FRQ 6HR
cURER | RIER 6aRIE 6ATPTR 68R 69
661Q Cll 69RQIR ARl 62 | 6IFEQ QAN
68m 96 691 Age A& col |

“q 0@ 6¢IxaN K9, RI6R gige 29 glel” 0.
60l PIRREQ QIR AFE | @. UYe AR AR
AR 2R 671 YINRT ORYNIRER ¢ 926
6HPAIR YIS dIR@ | 9@ 68lR 6O ClRlea
6SRR 69 ] 2B 6EIRIR AR RGP FSFER
@ gos Jdoog 98 QAR | 919l 6R9R AR
62IRQIRE @. 2O ANSE AR | A KA ¢

Sl 1% AN
G @9

4

Qe Q4

2@ 69120, 6946 2IZIZ Q2 661l R84 QILIEQ |
@. ZQYe AINI8 ¢ 2R @de JONIBl A6 AR
60469 RIF 2ee AGRd | AP 816 06R 66l
QR ¥ 0o 2RIQ JRQ Ye° JRle 2IRRIINIES TlO
0Re8 | @. 2940 AL AR 2 IRLIRINIRE AR
ARIRR CER ARG, 6956 g K18 YEAR
QA | 62 T8l gade - 6 VIR AIGA LA
6a4Igl | 69 QIEREI QIR ORI | QlF 699,
6910 G2 el | AIgie O Haln 208 | TRE QU
JR JEQAIRIQN | 6R6Q QR 6RE6Q AR 2R AR |

64 691G G, I 692, 69¢ 68 TERIIRIAR
A - 64 62228 2IF @. A AB AR | 64
Q¥ VYR Al - ATRRIQ AL BO6R 9 TR
@B | AIR0oka Q, @°al, *d¢ Qdia o9
6RYQIQ FReaN | g9 @. dQie Afe AR
AfeIE 2Iedea 2Rgidie 6ol 2 6946Q
“Qg6de QeARr’a Rl 9ol @9ed | 64
AR AR 294, 6908IQ 2L |



@960 691 Q10 IR AR T6Q ¢ Aaq IR AXA |
QA6Q QRS AN FRINER €] 219K 6LIRAINAR | 641
QIR GG 23 Fea enl | AA9eIR AIQI NER alml
69 ¢ 2Ia 60161 QY @EQI6Q AV CLIRTIAR
QR | ¢ Zadey, Senis 9F 06l | 60l 6ae
SRl 2@-Y2 ¢eq 2o AR AT RRER
deQIRd, Qa8 @R @9 SYEMNPAR
6IRRIRQIR *96n | ¢ 9deeq 6TReR &Q
SYRMIRAR | 6Q0I6Q 64160 QIRR 6QQI ARG
691 QIR SR TIR F6RINL FER |

ZQ4e A8 AR Jae G991 AP | 62 g8 6
a¥ @6 Sdip AYMNG 90 @R QI8 A0, §g
2010 20IQ B9 G 2IRLIRINIRE 290q 64
P9 @028 VPR 1Re 2RLRIVINER D
QQl, QIERal, dRe | 9EQl dR AT @Qel
dRe 2GR LRV 69990 I QB
eal | doRIGl 2Ia Jeeeies PR 80l
6986 9¢ AoRel dRRAB | el @di 99 2IE
QG| PAGER Y@ YRAGE 60620, FIR 689 QR
e AR J9 | 2Ie INIQ FIn] 490q JIRE QR
| 661l CRIER 2R 2BEDE Q1P YER 290 ARIER
AIFie aIgl | g @Y YIRS 691l e AR
Q1 JoRIg AN AR 926 AR SYIARINER

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Quarterly Magazine | February 2026

Ao ALY § 92 IR 9RI8q JIR 92 624
CRYUIRE IG° Q1@ F9eQ 690 A VIR 2R
2RO dRQl B ATROIQ 6AURG A
QRIS |

¢ @Y6Q A0YE AYe ANs Aew @F JeQn
692, 69fa 9olR, oUel, LIRRQT e
JEQURIRN BT 691l FINREQ RN TP UMY
6RRQ8 | AFe A AIeE di ZAd 6
6ddla Q| 6@l 9Qe AARIYIG
Jaedias ¢ QoL QPRI I 0F F6aat Jdwl
TR QR R | 69 IRIRAER QR | OR
6Q29% 2If 2940 A2 AR 2R RIS
QOTIE RGP IR AFRRA! JRe 1R QR |
AgR6a FIé Je9, AR NER 2°dl & FUe |
QRIR Q1AL AT IPLIRNIRE IR AR,
Q026l QPR QI6TIAA AIFRINR AR YOIR |
SQUdll, ALY FRQ KA LRI
2SI 2R |

¢ g 2R J6a 691 JeaRY ANS AR
692, 981, QIR I9° @AIRIEQ e Y69
JAIR 2R AR 691Q FQ QAIAY | 2IYSIFQ €€
9o a9l 692, 991, AL Ie° AL din OF,

0560 AaIRed | 6A2dle gAML 9eaIG! RIS L
NS AFIB ART UMD RIIG 2QF |
¢
@PA)



#A0G2026

7Y PENPQ ¢ F6E |IQ1 | ¢ AR [P, €A1
Q9d 6016 @F | Jol 6hent Q@9Q e° Q)
00d @ea | ¢ edle ARe 218 | ¢ diea I
FEMIFCR 9 QIO 9EQIg died@ | CI0 JeRIg.
JdedR 9o @8 dioa JnY /@8 Q6 eaR | e
JARIQ AQQY 6AlIS € © P& | 6AYCRNQ ] 9,
@2 29 Joq 9890 QYR 990 dld | IR
AR U 99 @ QI QIY QI AQ IR ORI |
691 QI IRliQ Qe RIPER QI FQE | 62R
QlITia 6AIRIES PIF, 920 AAe A3 |

¢ 920 YIS YTIR @ 64 AU TNAR FQE |
A6Q 920 FPRFR 9e° AIede Kad | 622N
AR 2INR FIP FIP 920 QEIB 98° I K2l RLQ
O3 A2 & 64 66l AR 6886 am O
JQPEQ IG° OF 6OlIP6R 6% 821 6269 | 641 Q12
QRAFOIR Y8R dIRER 64 9@ 59 QIR
P13 69Q26Q & G LR AIGIKIER IO

JRed | QIU6a IR 96 6Q6m 64 ¢ Al 691
F2q 2T 2QUIRER CIO VELRS |

d 90¢e adeka AR e 688IER 6LlG
60R | 9RAIR ¢ 91d ¢ 8 9F A Y FMIRACR
dio O AU | 7Q 661G IR ARV | @Q
UQUIRER dRl YR AP0 FeQ delee 919,
SNe, 6¢m A 8l Q2N | 6Q8RIQ 6¢R 9B
691Q 2L 2RI ¢] CATER RS 6QR | 6D ¢
LD 8 dQ AN 8 2, YRARIT ©
e, Udel R @82 9 2o QUL 6%e
go6INIoca QU 60@ CIRE | QI2l TR @ ¢
219 FOIPER Y@ JAY Q& RQUIQE | 92| 609R
2iel 20 99 @. 20 TS Aes e AR
CRIRTIGE | 604 ASAl FY 2QAR YS° AU
e Jo SRl 6210 QGG | 6496Q IGR @24 -
“@9 28 FIfla-& RS QoK



¢ 686 GRe AU TRl AR | 66l
JRQIRER ZIEe! QIdl, FIgie 420 671Q 66 QR
228 | Qldis 6QURARER 26 AQ ¢6a AR | @g
2e QIR elae de  dQ Qe A 2
AQRARI | I IFE QL3 12l A0 7] F64 96
ERAIROIQ 64 VIR 2 IRy RIS | 664 64
2IRq F6@ @09 JagN 96 J6ea9l JIR 96o
AR | PEE TR PR AUREQ IR TR Y
dI0 J6LPRARI 6960 FLRQ YRl QIR 6RR 64l
Qlal @1&e8 |

Q06 Q69 QK REIFQ IR diRcm 64
QICAYACR @Y IR IR QTR 2R | 6URUER
@ 202 61 G 920 F6Q | 6Q181A ¢ie QT AR &
6091Q 969 12 | QI Y2l g4 926 Yd 621RER,
\IQ° ¢] 6Q0I6Q 9 0 M FIARIER V] YR RIF
6RYIAR | galedl 6l e QEIRIRIG |17 FAEa
QRQI (160 98 RIFaRI | 6 A IARIR Fall 926
F6Q JRAN | B8 GQ J6Q UER YER Ym DRI Q°
26ANER Q2RI AFAINE B AR IRl 64
PR 969 aRl |

@9 691 AR
IG° J @9Q

A QN

A0 20! f06Q ] FERIR TR 69 AAEQ 920
IRl A8 @l @2 canedRen | ¢ RIEelg AR
@6 IRAIER 9 0 IRIQQ 6¢R 6ERRQ IS
ARad | ¢ A 9008 6Q AR 654I16Q 620R,
0@ 69IR 2R @R | NQ° dI0 980 6¢ng Gadie
PR QYR | IR 66RT 661l AN 92E 6QUAIERR AR
|

Q0 Rl JRQI A0 6HURER RN Qe 2IETR
IR | -0 6 RRYUR IRER PR | @
dR6A 6HRR J26Q Q. U A8 VTR 920
QR 2L 691 IR | IR ] 262 IR HAEQ 6260
Rl 661Ra8 AIYFQ §F ANS AQ 9LF 03
Qe 6802Ql dnlg AR 920 n dIZI |

QEE A @R +9 6Q R ERGIAR | @ ANAER
60l QI 692 Q@20 ¢Rld 62917 TR |
6960696% ¢ Yaal 48R 671 6R181d QIAER AR
RAYRAN ° 671Q HA 6QR 62 N° 691
QT RN ARG 817 IRGER | €] 6A6EEER
Q20 QUG 9eR | ¢ IAIR PRSI diR JI6a I




AT AR 62R | 6ICFEIRR AL @ FDER O |
B iR 6RY JAQIa ARl QA QAR |
6606960 Gda d9e G891 ¢ Qe RISen
6ARIER 67160 AR Q6 608 @em | ¢
Jéicleq @@ 6TAR |

¢ M 6967 QIR ZINQ HAR 68R VINEARR F166
QL0 Q2 QLIRUER | Y&l A6Q FENRER 6L
QRN | Q8 F199 9L QA 9@ FRINAER dIRIe
J6Q dIgle 2091 AR | gig Q98 RIo1E 6%e
66 ARRITER 160 Adl TR 66RS AN
LR ARITRI 1 (] PIRe! IR &Rl FTEQ RUTEER
620 QUAE diR 6Q8 Jea AN FRARN | ¢
QIRRIQ. TR T6Q AN AT 6P AR
RS | AIQ 60¢ A8 AR 920 ¢ 6LIRUEM
Q° 691 I8 AUER 210 QY FL%Em 64 QOIRIR

#AOG2026 -

OF1Q Flare Qa9 REA6Q | I8 661R dIR F160 6216
6210160 ALY IR @R 62/l Y9° ALARAIER
ATR 62IR Q.NANT. 60 PR @R AR
AERIR10 62R6IR |

62 GOQ @2l RGER @ AR | 60 AR 67
Jaele iR 6986 f6e 96 fAdeml | &l
ATROIQ AL 69D €] 9L° 661l TARIR 6RAIR @
QY6 ACB ARG @ 6998 | AR o deie e
ATR 6208 64 7120 QIEQ 62288 YA UE
AR | 7Y AP QAR TR 61N | ¢] AL | 9e°
AFe g 621G 6RI6 JalIF REIRE | QOIRIRE
diesa el 98 69l ATe AT AQERER
QNER QS |



d ol Fe0 | 79 2QAIa 2191 26% | (] 92 oF
62M1 1@ 2QVIREQ TI0 UQE |

2@ 2RIRER dI0 JEQI 990 R1RI6Q TR QU9
6Re8 | ¢ 6216 ARl 696 RAPLIR URILER
QR SRR 69¢ 210 QR Y@ 2Rl AIRQ,
62137 1e° JeQ 2AQWE 24 | 628 A Kag
60 AU6Q 2Rl 69¢ FIEFQ 698k QY
QIR 999 @Io 29 | Y2l A2 26 QAINER
QdQIa 99 8 622 9Q 2IRIHY FRRIQ IS AFER
RIPe 24, K2l 9] 6QUAES QG |

¢ §96Q CI0 UFRI ARG IR 6YRER FIM QIS
6008 JIPQ PIA doa ¢Ie | Y@ 681G 66l iR
Q2 NG° AR Rl | 9@ 69R AI6RTRQ QUIARIR
64 | 9B 66 69160 920 2IRTE @RI | 4Rl ¢
QER 2 AR 8 290Q 98 [IeVIBT AR
IR 661REQ RIT 69 RIVTE 6 YBRITN 6SRER
3G9l N9° QURE IR TR AR FQRE | 9B 661R
AR €] AP RN QR 69 CIQE | @
69R ARNAER €] FAIFEQ 94 69RIQ URTIQE

| gedl 2 dIR AAInea A 2QRE Ueie

----------------------- Quarterly Magazine | February 2026

Qm Jd@ G
QM AR
P 9D

Jael @ae

e

9@l 9@ 691 9R e €2 2R QRS @R
AOIRER RGUIQRE | 12 2QVIR YIIR Fga deln
AT 2QFR S | 9 A AR Qa3
6062 2N @ 2RI JRININE QEdIe @’
69 62IR2lI8l, 2l /82 QI6Q | ¢ 2R AT
62108 99 AIFIS AT IR 62108 |

CRIAIZRR 9e° JadIE 6RIRal | M@ 29e6e

6910 (@ ATROIR 699 62223 AR, | €] AR
64 SgQ dafl RRRIE FYAMIPNAER U0 JQE |
QeI 66160 2R @ 2QUe 6 AN AT 629
ARE 1] A8 AT AHEQ oQ Q&N | I 2R 9@
@q U3 Qdiel QIPELER FETNER QY
T RIRRIFT UNIQQ B 62IRAR @l6a @
dg 9’8 BRI | AR Yo 2709 A8
AGAIA 2IQRIQT ANIRQ QYR AR AR
2I6eIR INES Q191 69eR NS AR AR | 9@
2QIIFER JTI 2PR ARSI ATE UCAITRIR YHRE
PR AN @8 | A AR 2N G
LYANR EARIINT AN RS AR A |
Ol 96 6969 & Q8 A6 QG |



601 QIET G688 ARl AT | 671 @ 9
JRQIRER @Y | 661 QT RES GR ARAT JAR S
661l QlI2ll 166 @ QF2IQ 621" AR 6Q6H 2 216
SIRcER | ¢ @64 ¢l 6228 TRl | 2 QIR I
AR 6 9Rdl, APEa 60 QaiT ARG 2ig
RUEQ R F6Q | 26RR @8 A6y, 6¢l Jol 6
JAQIQ 69160 JRIGSI @R IS° FIRRER 2IGlg.
QEQIR 60l 60R2IARE | oY 62166 62lIR
@161 g6 2ge @9 6aadal | @11 691a 9@ 6 24l
62IRKIRYRI | IR G ERIER 671Q Q1! IO
A6QL FQAEM 8 DA 60160 FQULE QAR
eeld ¢ 696Q IR AIPRAR | J 9@ TFIA AQAR
60 @62 601 @0Q JRFL Qs 60 FRRR
goeae a8 | Afie adI 6 @0 9AdE aem
cel ¢ Qgdl AR @0 FATE 2RI AQAR |

6910 QG ALP @ 2RI | €] 661l ARIER LS PO
AAQY, STFRA! 6 AR QU AYHR 62RE |

260@ 9.
2eo@ IS

Ql66Is] Mlafel ¢l

6REEERER ¢] 2ARIY 8 LIRS & QRS
@R, @2 60IQ LR AT 6REX 6AlER
21091 69aRRl | ¢ A9 ASQ Feg 9ed
FARAR 69 ATRG! 62l F6R, 6IACNER A%
A6Q PINCIZ | JERUR FTRFI 616G IR TRIQIR
SI9 69R8 6 67160 AR RSP RRG |

ACI0 ABG 61Q YAIR AQE 62AI 6 6IES 671
gl 6 QY 99Q JEFQ @ReIa gegls FRal |
A, QU 8 2FRE JRIN QA ¢ AP IRER
6YURAIR YELIG TRR FACIRR | Y6 IS 671Q
AN QRIRE 8 AP QIEQ 67IQ 2R 9@
@8 |

691 999, 999R 6 JREew 96 ¢ FRIe GOR |
6ATIPER ALELE 6 QLR G 671IQ I8 QG|
A 62IRTIRREIBI | 6UEEERER ¢ FeR A
QUEQ A6LR FQAUR, 6A6RERER 6CNER 66l

QT6Q SgIA RGE6R | AR AR 671Q



QG P00 ALQ 671Q 0RQ 6 FBRIQR T SEE |

o

215 6960696R ¢ 6¢lR ABIQ 98] SRELYS,
69160 69 ZRRe 24 | 671Q °AF 67166 634,
Q0% JRge 6 faeIR gy SR8 | J A4 @6Q
69 ARYGY QIEQ JRgN PAs 6@l Y 9@
Q6L | 661Q AYYCLRE a8 AQd @99, ¢
AT 691l 6997 JOGUR 2ARI 8 R0 Ao
2190IQ! 2YNIRE IR 694! AL |

g g8l @RRIR QIPE 60 UAd6 2K adaie
ORIRE R6ARR-2lC Awe @ @69 | FAl ¢ {F
QUEQ I PEM QPR AAQ |

JIRIRq 67 QP I S6ad Cige aAml,
S6EFRR QElQ1 680 9 | 2160 Rl 2ifie JF
QaR 26 CRl, 661l Tol 6 9P 6R69 & 6¢l
9% 2R @RI 64160 6@ QA6 QQ° AR
AGQI 60160 Q2@0 @Ged e Aede 9@
6QR2IdeE |

d 2Pe REQYe 2T 6adeIN ARREAY (FA)6R
Je8, 69R06Q 67160 67Q Jd AL QIR
QAR AQ0 PR Yedle TR | @A
JR6R4 60160 FRIPIR, PVl IQ° ZIAPYIA A
20a PR ALY @QF | 620 IR I°
JISRIER A ARG 66166 09 AIHRIR 603
1G° g6QYe 906 2266 @ALS |

----------------------- Quarterly Magazine | February 2026

SR2Q IR I9° FAAE ARUIA ARIFER I FR,
QIRY, FIOTE YS° IUBRIOI A6 AT 6HURQ
dR 6P 62IRAR | ¢ NG SlReaR
(909M) I&° IERA2 (909%)6Q 6L
Q2 Qe Zae-er ofeddea @Ieeq
JoGQ @R | 2l 990 ReYa MIARIR 697
909M (YeR)6Q QAW doa Y° oYU
Qacia ofzedy 909% (96R)6a Ydaee
2o @08 |

@ d0g Aaeel 6Al doldicls e,
JFRAIRE AIFAIR ¥° 2QYe ANS AR 8 FYR
IR0 dL6UIe TREQ AAQ 628 | 6QAIER
6¢1I60 6Q9R d9 YQ° YIgs 6QaeIRI8, Qa°
JRURIR, ASY NS° @RI QIRR! IR JRISI TN
S¢IReS |

661 PIRAQ ALY 6228 AP ST ANILE QYS! IS
QPQ1 6HURER AR AR 661l 699 TR
RARI | €] UMY GRS Ie° FRRIE 2IRRIQIT TR
R 2Ied 62019 QI98, QR 6AMNER &R
QIR B9 QY 02 AR IR Y ARIQ RAURER |
q @9, 671 JoIIE, 99, gINe Ye° AN
9R03ag e 260 A26LIE Ie° AP AR
200gd URIRIQ REIRE | ¢ AA AR 6T
g6 908 QB 9e° 6911 2°gl 8 6711 624 AN AR
6410@ 2IEQIQ 6710 AIRF YA RIR QY |



3
>
O
@
N
O
Ko
o

KIIT has been selected once again for a
national honour in the field of sports. KIIT
received the award for having one of the best
sports infrastructures in the country at the
3rd CliSports Business Awards 2025.KIIT had
also received the award for '‘Best Sports
Facilities' in 2023. Both honours reflect KIIT's
continuous effort to support young athletes
with good facilities, sincere guidance, and
an environment where they can grow with
confidence.

At KISS, every child is encouraged to dream big — in education, sports, and life. From football and rugby to
archery and athletics, KISS has been nurturing young talent with equal care and encouragement. The
young football champions from KISS after winning the 3rd Unilight All Odisha Inter-School Football
Tournament — 2025. This is their third consecutive win, showing how KISSians are growing with discipline,
passion, and teamwork.



]
KlITian, Amit Rohidas, created history with his 3rd Animesh Kujur, a student of KIIT, has created a new
Asia Cup victory, surpassing the record of legends national record in the 100m sprint with a timing of
Padma Shri Dileep Tirkey and Birendra Lakra. He is 10.18 seconds at the Dromia International Sprints

the the only Odia hockey player to win two and Relaysin Greece.
Olympic medals
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Odisha Girls emerge championsin all categories at the first-ever Asmita League 2026 at Kalinga Stadium.
This is a proud moment for our state. Many of these girls have come from our KISS family, with 11 out of 12
playersin the Under-15 team, 9 players in the Under-18 team, and 10 players in the Senior Women's team.
They played with quiet strength and belief, showing what education and sport together can do in a young
life. When tribal girls receive the right care, education, and opportunity, they grow naturally into leaders.
Sport has given them strength, confidence, and direction.
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On13/12/2025 atKIIT &KISS. A historic MoU has been signed, and the FIVB Volleyball Centre of Excellence
has been inaugurated in the campus. This is the first time that the International Volleyball Federation
(FIVB) has established such a Centre in any university or anywhere in India. It is a proud moment for
Odisha and for the country. This Centre of Excellence will help strengthen volleyball in India and beyond.
Players and coaches will come here from different parts of the country and from across the world to train,
learn and grow. Girls and boys will get the chance to play at a higher level and dream bigger through this
platform.

~ 14.01- 16.01. 2026

' FIDE GLOBAL
'CONFERENCE ON
CHESS IN SOCIETY

il

KIIT University hosted the “Chess Mahakumbh” — International Conference on Social & Educational Chess

from 14th to 16th January 2026 at the KIT campus, in association with FIDE and the All India Chess
Federation (AICF). This is the first time in India that such a large-scale global conference on social and
educational chess is being hosted at a university campus, with over 5200 participants expected,
including 5,000+ players from across India and delegates from 40+ countries. This event went beyond
celebrating chess alone. It highlighted how sport can play a meaningful role in education by shaping
thinking, discipline, character, and inclusive learning. For the entire KIIT & KISS family, it is a moment of
pride and a reflection of long-standing belief in using sport as a force for education and social good, a
vision that has been carefully nurtured under the guidance of Hon'ble Founder, Prof. Achyuta Samanta.
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KIIT Deemed to be University signed a historic MoU in Goa with FIDE and the All India Chess Federation to
host the International Conference on Social and Educational Chess in January 2026. The collaboration
highlights global trust in KIIT & KISS’s model of integrating education with sports. Dignitaries including FIDE
President Arkady Dvorkovich, GM Viswanathan Anand, and AICF President Nitin Narang attended the
ceremony, reinforcing efforts to promote chess forinclusion and empowerment.

Distinguished delegation from FISU — Mr. Mark William KliTian Aryan Brahmin, a PG student
Sinderberry, CEO of UniSport Australia, and Mr. David Anton of Yoga & Naturopathy at KIIT, has
Schmude, Vice President of FISU & President of FISU Oceania brought pride to KIIT, Odisha and
visited KIIT &KISS. They saw the academic and sports facilities, India.He is the only player from
interacted and appreciated the way KIIT &KISS integrate sports Odisha, for being selected in the
with education for holistic development. The Delegation has Indian team for the first
mooted proposals for future collaborations, including Commonwealth Beach Handball
international exchanges, training, and grassroots sports Championship in Maldives.
initiatives.
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Three of our lovable KISSians —Subhashree Sing, Magai Majhi & Pabani Sabar —Gold Medallists of the 1st
Kho Kho World Cup, will proudly join the 79th Independence Day celebrations at the Red Fort. This is the first
time Kho Kho players will be part of the nation's ceremonial stage — a well-deserved honour for their hard
work, discipline, and dedication. Their journey from the heart of KISS to the nation's proudest stage is a
living testimony to the power of education, opportunity, and determination.

Ms Jana Kulan, an international KISS Student, Ms. Jyoshna Sabar, receives the Prime Minister's
volleyball coach, embracing our National Youth Award 2025. Her journey from a small tribal
Indian tradition with grace. Her village of Gajapati district in Odisha to the national and
sincerity and respect for Indian international stage stands as an example for every child who
culture show how sport brings dares to dream and move forward through hard work and
people closer, beyond borders and determination. Jyoshna has grown with discipline and effort,
differences, through simple and balancing her studies at KISS with rigorous training at the
heartfeltmoments. Odisha—-TENVIC Weightlifting High Performance Centre. Her

achievements at the Asian, Commonwealth, and World
championships show what is possible when a child is given
care, guidance, and belief.



Our lovable KISSians who made us all proud at the Junior National Rugby 7s Championship 2025 held in
Dehradun. The Odisha teams were runners-up in both boys and girls categories. It is note worthy that 8
outof12 playersinthe girlsteam and 9 out of 12 in the boys team are from KISS.

Medal-winning athletes from KIIT & KISS who participated in the Khelo India University Games 2025 were
felicitated for their hard work and discipline. Their 21 medals, the highest from eastern India, have brought
pride toKIIT,KISS, and to the state of Odisha.

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya,
Union Minister for Youth
Affairs & Sports inaugurated
the Velodrome facility at
KIIT. This facility added
another feather to KIIT as a

sporting power house with
best Infrastructure in the
country.
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International volleyball experts like Mr. John Kessel from the USA, Ms. Jana Kulan, and Mr. Joe Rueben who
have come to Odisha for the FIVB Volleyball Workshop under Kanya Kiran — Volleyball Mahakumbh. are
sharing their knowledge and experience with our coaches and young players. Through this initiative, KIIT is
trying to give girls and women the confidence to dream bigger through sports. When global experts come
forward to train and guide our students, it strengthens the belief that sports can truly change lives and
open new paths for the future.

Lovable KISS India Girls'Rugby Team became champions at the Asia School Rugby Sevens Championship
in Bangkok. This victory belongs to the girls and to every child who is trusted before being judged. From
humble backgrounds to standing on an international podium, these daughters of Odisha have shown
what belief and opportunity can achieve.



Hon'ble Founder Prof. Achyuta
Samanta playing Tennis with India’s
legendary tennis icon Leander Paesji.
Though deprived of sports facilities in
his childhood, Prof. Samanta has
always ensured that every child at
KIIT & KISS gets world-class
infrastructure and opportunities to
grow through sports. Leander Paes Ji,
who is associated with KIIT & KISS to
promote sports and support young
athletes, is an inspiration for KIT &
KISS students. His humility, passion,
andlove forthe gameis exemplary.

:.:.;::::.‘ ‘;:" ,, - -

Students of KISS celebrated National Sports Day with great energy and respect, showcasing their passion for
sports and remembering the values it instills in life. Every Year 29th August is celebrated as National Sports
Day to commemorate the Birth Anniversary of the greatest Field Hockey Player of India-Major Dhyan Chand ji

A proud moment for KIIT and India at the World University Games 2025 in Germany! KIIT athletes won 5
medals in a single day—3 Silver and 2 Bronze—raising India’s tally to 12 and placing the nation 20th overall,
making KIIT the highest-medaling university of this edition. Silver medals came from Ankita (3000m
Steeplechase), Praveen Chithravel (Triple Jump), and Seema (5000m). Bronze medals were secured in the
Men’s 4x100m Relay and Women'’s 20 km Race Walk Team Event. With 40 of Odisha’s 42 athletes from KIIT,
this triumph reflects the power of nurturing talent with dedication and belief.
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Dumunl Marndi

Three of KISS girls — Dumuni Marndi (Vice-Captain), Hon'ble Founder Prof. Achyuta Samanta has
Nirmalya Rout and Mama Naik — have been selected been nominated as the Patron of the
for the Indian Senior Women's Rugby Team for the Asia Volleyball Federation of India. He will
Rugby Emirates Women's Sevens Series 2025. This is a continue to work with greater commitment
proud moment for KIIT & KISS and for Indian rugby, as for the growth and promotion of volleyball in
the team makes its historic debut in the tournament in Odisha and across India, and to support
China. The selection of KISS players shows the strength young players so that Indian volleyball
of the sports ecosystem built at KISS and the hard work moves forward with confidence and
ofthe athletes purpose.
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KIT has been conferred with the National KISS champions made the country proud viz: Mr
Ranking Award 2026 for Best Institution for Sadananda Bariha for winning gold in the men's 65
Overall Sports Infrastructure at the Global kg weightlifting category with a total lift of 254 kg, Ms
Sports Education Convention (G-SEC) 2026, Mina Santa for securing bronze in the women'’s 58 kg
held at the India International Centre, New Delhi. category with a total of 178 kg, and KIIT student Ms
The award, is instituted by CSRI in association Maganti Keerthi for winning silver in the women's 86
with SAAB and supported by the Ministry of kg category with a total lift of 187 kg at the North East
Youth Affairs and Sports, This recognition Zone Inter-University Weightlifting Championship
reflects KlIT's long-standing effort to build held at Punjab University. Their discipline, steady
strong sports infrastructure and an athlete- improvement, and hard work reflect the strong
centered ecosystem where education, sporting culture atKIIT andKISS.

discipline, and sports grow together.
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Rugby stars from KISS who made India proud by winning Silver medals in international tournaments.
JugalKishore Majhi, Ganesh Dhangada Majhiand Asis Sabar won Silver at the Asia Rugby Emirates Sevens
Trophy 2025 in Muscat, Oman, while Ritu Majhi and Mamali Singh won Silver at the Asia Rugby Emirates
U20 7s Championship 2025 in Rajgir, Bihar. These children come from humble tribal backgrounds but
have reached great heights through their talent, discipline, and training atKISS
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Archery (Men & Women) March-2025
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C.K.Nayadu Trophy CBSE cluster-Il Athletics Meet- August 2025

CBSE National Swimming (Girls’) Tournament - 2025




All India Inter University Track Cycling (Men & Women) Championship-2025

14.01 - 16.01. 2026  Institute of Socighgciences
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AlU - Inter University Cricket - April 2025
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Vijay Merchant Trophy - 2025







Art of Giving

Art of Giving (AOG), as espoused by Prof. Achyuta Samanta,
educationist and social reformer is a philosophy of life that

promotes happiness and peace in the world through acts of
selfless giving.

AOG over the years

Society,

Spirituality,

Humanity
2014 2015

Kompassion-

The Garment Bank
to donate clothes

AOG Fights Corona-
Honouring
COVID warriors

2021 2020

My Mother,
My Hero-Gratitude
letters to mothers

Hope, Happiness and
Harmony- Acts of
kindness and empathy

2022 2023

Connecting with
the World and Self
through pratice of gratitude

2016 2017

Cyclothon to spread a
message of healthy
living and green future

Pyaar Bhara Pack-feeding
with love-20 million
meals distributed

2019 2018

Bag of
Happiness for
students

Let's AOG-
Community
celebrations

2024 2025

Helping the Help- Serve

those who serve you.

A decade of AOG

Neighbourgood-Bringing
Good to Neighbourhood

1. Number of Locations Celebrated Overall: 25,000

2. Number of International Locations (excluding India): 1000
[Celebrated in 190+ Countries]

3. Number of National Locations (excluding Odisha): 13000

4. Number of Odisha Locations (excluding India): 11000

5. Number of Direct & Indirect Participants: 20 Million




Become an AOG Member

letsaog.me

www.artofgiving.in.net www.achyutasamanta.com Address

0 [artofgiving.in.net 0 /AchyutaSamanta Koel Campus, KIIT,
[artofgiving_net /Achyuta_Samanta Eg%t;cineswor, Odisha, India
& /artofgiving_aog € /dr.achyutasamanta info@artofgiving.in.net
Art of Giving
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